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CHAP. I. 

*' Frieadship^ of itsetf a boly tie. 
Is made more sacred by adversity.^ 

i^jLORCAR, earl of Sebergham, Wasbrave« 
generous^ and humaae^ but withal, arrogant^ 
irritable^ and resentful { inclined to vir«- 
tue, when not assailed by temptation, but 
easily induced to swerve, and prone, in con* 
sequence^ to excesses — passipnsi which in 
infancy mighty by due exertions^ have been 
checked, the admonitiona if wisdom, and 
restraint of education^ were now, by indul- 
gence and neglect, sprung to a height. thal^ 
overshadowed and eclipsed his nobler qyae 
lities. , 

\yhile thosie iotere^d m hiff actions saw^ 
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*2 TRECOTHICK BOW£R. 

from many of them, what might have been 
expected from his virtues, if properly cul- 
tivated, they also beheld a proof of the sad 
imbecility of human nature — an imbecility 
'that cannot be acknowledged without the 
varrogance. of pride being checked, and the 
^beseeching eye uplifted to Him who can 
alone prevent the foot from stumbling. 

To humble our pride, and restrain un*- 
'charitableness, nothing, indeed, will so ef- 
fectually tend as the consciousness of 
cur own weakness, a perfect knowledge 
of ourselves ; since he that mqst clearly 
perceives his own imperfections will be 
the last to seek out, or be severe in his con* 
demnation of those of others, and from 
those who are entirely fr«e? The noblest 
of mankind will, by an impartial and mi- 
nute inspection into themselves^ by care- 
fully viewing the mirror of |hcir minds^ 
discover failings^ sufficient to abate their 
self-exaltation^ 

Yet none can desire the extirpation of 
ithe passions ; they ^ere implanted in our 

nature 
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n^tute to conduce to our felicity, to vivify 
and enliven the motal iitmosphere, to im- 
pel us to the attainment of greatness and 
glory ; and he who should wish for mord 
than their subjugation, would be an enemy 
to the happiness of his species. 

Virtue and vice thus blended in the dis^* 
position of Morcar, esteem and censure 
were alike his portion ; of the former he 
might, perhaps, have proved himself more 
deserving, but for the example of licen* 
tiousness set him by his sovereign. Just as 
he emerged from boyhood, Edward the 
Fourth became established in his Iong-con« 
tested claim. The character of this prince 
is tot) weTI known to need expatiating 
on. Plunged in almost continual excesses, 
he appeared entirely forgetful of the 
slaughter through which he had waded to 
the thi^Yie. To be the scourge of iniquity, 
the encourag^r of virtue, the patron of li-. 
terature and the fine and beneficial arts^ 
seemed to have no charms for hini. The 
fatal beauty that led him to provoke the 

1( ^ ^^T5*' 
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'fierce resentment of the haughty Warwick, 
failed of fixing his roving fancy. In his 
own person he set an example of the most 
daring profligacy, allowing no tie to re- 
strain him from the pursuit of an object 
•he admired. To his personal attractions^ 
the seductive sweetness he Could assume 
^hen be pleased^ had he united the wish to 
do figibt^that heartfelt honiage^ which power 
4iloDe »can never exact, would have been 
3iis ; but degradi^d by his vic^s^ it was his 
title, not himself, that was respected. The 
youthful Sebergham was one of bis mo^ 
xlistingvushed favourites; th^ undeviating 
lattachment of his family to that of York 
gave him, iaideed, the^tr-ongest claims to his 
tregard, but. claims which might have been 
disregarded by the dissipated Edward, but 
for the pleasure be derived from the versa- 
tility of his' talents, and the attendance of a 
person, ever ready, witbout rebuke or ani- 
madversion, to assisit him ifi «ny bold em- 
prise or licentious frolic. 
But the aaimadversiops w}iicb he had the 

happiness 
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Rappiness of escaping from Morcar, tfirough* 
fiis thoughtlessness, Morcar himself was not 
\yithout meeting on his conduct. In par- 
ticular, did he hear himself censured for iti- 
and reminded of the disgrace it was bring- 
ing on the memory of his noble sire, by a 
youth of the name of Edmund^ and knowrl' 
only as his page. 

To this youths mystery appertained thbf 
none cotild ftithom ; he had been adopted^ 
and introduced into his family by the latd- 
eartj just after the final termination of the 
, l6ng-existing feuds between the rival house^^ 
of York and Lancaster^ . and b^hitn '^9'<> 
oated with a care and teftderiH^lj^^spbki^ 
no common interest in his fate; l^tt^ithbur 
any more certain establishment oeing se- 
cured fox him than that of page to hi;s son ; 
but as an excuse for this^ it was a situa- 
tion that undoubtedly afforded him a 
chance of advancing his fortune, by the 

• 

opportunities it gave him of mixing with 
the great, and recommending himself to 
royal notice. For obtaining this, none 
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y^ere everbetter calculated, possessing, ashe 
did, in an eminent degree,^* those qualities 
that excite admiration. Nothing could ex- 

. cped the gracefulness of bis mien, or beau* 
ty ^f his countenance, neither any one ex^- 
€el him in martial exercises or polite ac- 
complishments. A thousand times charnv 
^ with his spirit in one, his skill in the 
other, was Edward on ibe point of advanc- 
ing him tQ some post of hoHour, but as 
often wasL withheld by the awakened sus- 

* picioQ excited hy hb features. He could 
Xiot steadfastly contemplate him without be«> 
Ixxg struck by the resemblance he traced 
in every looki^ in every gesture, between 
bim and one of the deadliest of his house's 
foes, the deceased earl of Lestwithiel, who, 
in the bloody and decisive battle of Barnet, 
in which England had to deplore the loss' 
of her greatest and most distinguished war- 
riors, fell— a resemblance adverse to every 
rising sentiment in his favour, from the 
suspicion it inspired ; for Edward had not 
sufficient generosity to forgive, and the 

idea 
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Wea that the accomplished^parge of hirfa*^ 
vourite might be the son it was well knowA' 
the iil-Fated Lestwithiel bad leR, still ope-- 
rated to his prejudice. Ofte« as he yield* 
ed to it, bis brow lowered oir^bim, and he 
felt ready, in a voice of thunderi to issue 
a hasty mandate for hie destruction; for 
Aothing short of. the extirpation of the* 
r^ce, which/ as far as he had the power, he 
bad effected, could satisfy hi« savage thirst 
for vengcaace.^ 

That his resentments were sa deadly, the 
deceased father of Morcar had no idea, else 
bad be never thought of exposing hisyoung^ 
favourite to his observation ;. for, as the 
wily king shrewdly suspected, Edmund ' 
was the last lineal branch of the ancient> 
and noble house of Lestwithiel. In early^ 
life, his unfortunate sire and his adopted fa- 
ther had formed a friendship for each other,, 
a friendship that, occasioned by particular 
circumstances, no after ones had power ta^^ 
impair, though the intercourse it prompt^ 
ed was suspended by the unhappy di{^. 

B 4. ferences^ 
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ferences in which they were Gompelled ta 
engage. 

Dreadful times ! in whieh friend was 
armed against friend, parent against child, 
child against father ; in whieh victory was 
often purchased by the slaughter of those 
the heart most prized, and the laurel ot 
/the warrior steeped in kihdred blood. Far> 
far be such a desolating scourge from ever 
again visiting^ these realms ! Oh, never 
amongst kindred friends and brothers maf 
the sacred olive branch again wither ! 

The countess of Xestwiihiel na sooner 
heard the fatal issue of th« bloody dombat 
at Bamet, than she fled^ in disguise, with her 
son, from th^ ravaged lands of her lord, ta 
implore the protection of his noble ffiend> 
the gallant Sebergham, foy his offspring. 

The manner in which her supplications 
were received at once convinced Ker she 
had not overrate appearances, or judged 
too hastily from professions. She had no 
,occa^ion to remind the sorrowing Seberg- 
ham of the days of other years, when • giv- 
ing 
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ing and receiving mutual tokens of fo-^- 
gard^ he and her unhappy lord had voWn 
ed perpetual friendship — no occaaion to 
implore him not to let the consideration ofi 
their having been distinguished by different 
badges, having fought under different ban'-^. 
]iers> have any weight with him. The heart of 
Sebergham eagerly acknowledged the clatmf 
which the offspring of his lamented friend 
had upon his kindness^ a friend whom he 
probably would have less esteemed, had hri 
been of his party, since he knew, by gra* 
titude he was bound to the house of Lan^ 
caster. He took the noble boy to his arms^ 
and solemnly vowed to cherish him as 
his own, and educate him in a manner 
worthy of the noble race from which he 
drew his origin. This promise received, 
all worldly anxiety was terminated in the 
breast of the widowed mother ; bestowing 
on her boy all she had to give, a parent.^ 
benediction^ and resigning him to the 
care of his selected father, with a prayer, 
that on the house of that father the deso* 

b5 \;>!v\w«^ 
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hting sword of war might never be allow- 
ed to inflict such calamities as it had done 
i>n hers^ she immediately after retired to a 
monastery contiguous to the spot which 
bad proved so iutal to her lord ; and.wherd^ 
through the pious friendship of earlSeberg- 
ham« his remains, had. found a hojy resting- 
place> 

Herej in the course of a«sh6rttime^ her af- 
fiicted spirit was released from the troubles 
of this nether scene* Full of holy hope>. 
^be breathed herlast sigh, requesting with it> 
that in the grave with him whose untime- 
ly fate had prematurely brought her to it^ 
she might be laid.^ 

To none but his son, some few Vears^ 
older than the young Lestwithiel, did thq 
earl impart the secret of his real birth. To 
him he deemed it necessary to disclose it^ 
in order to obtain an assurance of his in- 
terest for him ; and instruct him in the 
mannerin which he conceived the retrieval 
of his fortunes might be best effected ; foe 
iaxmediately after the overthrow of thes 

^ Lancastriaa 



TRFCOTHICK BOW£]U II 

Lancastrian faction, the estates of his fa*' 
niify were confiscated, and its honours at-r 
fainted : though, as previously observed^ 
lie did not imagine the nature of Edward 
as obdurate and implacable as it really was> , 
he yet believed it sufficiently stern, to feai 
an abrupt application for the restoration < 
of the title of Lestwithiel might be attend* 
ed with injurious consequences ; and ac- 
cordingly deemed the safest coiu*se to be 
pursued would be, to give the youthful 
heir an opportunity of ingratiating himself 
into the royal favour, ere any exertion was^ 
made in his behalf. To- afford hrm this^ ha 
appointed himpageto his son; but thougb 
he soon perceived the notice of the king 
attracted by him, he perceived it withbuir 
any indications of its being yet saffe to pre- 
fer the supplication he intended. I^^^imei 
however, he trusted what he so anxrously 
desired would be effected, namely, that 
the youthful spirit and graces of Edmund 
would beget such a prejudice in his favour, 
as would render it an easy matter to obtain 

B 6 the: 
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the required boon for him* That this yfta^ 
a hope likely to be disappointed^ be did 
not live to see : he died^ just as his adopt*' 
ed son had completed his eighteenth yeai^ 
and whom he left impressed with the sin* 
cerest sorrow for his death ; but ungrate- 
ful would have been the heart of Edmund " 

' had not this been the case^ experiencing^ 
as he had done^ from him all the care and 
tenderness of a parent. In his expiring 
moments^ he a^ain gave his interests 
in solemn charge to his son^ commanding, 
if bis exertions in his favour should, ulti- 
mately prove unsuccessful, to .put him in 
possession bf a certain independenccj 
which, in case of such a circumstance, he 
had provided for him. The solemn pro- 
mise he received on this occasion was as 
solemnly intended to be kept ; but not- 
withstanding this intention, time passed 
away without any effort being made by 

' Morcar to fulfil it. The truth was, his love 
of pleasure was too great not to render 
him unwilling to enter upon any affair that 

might 
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might prove inimtcal to his pursuit of it. 
He knew not how his application in behalf 
of Edmund might be received^ and accord- 
ugly felt averse to making it^ with a dt^ 
termination, however, of yet doing so, 
though when, he coiild not prevail on 
himself to exactly decide. 

Edmund deeply felt this delay, but felt 
loo proud to express the resentment it 
inspired. To upbraid ivould be, he con- 
ceived, to indirectly solicit; and to solicit^ 
in this instance, he disdained. The disap- 
pointment inflicted by the cruel procras- 
tination was aggravated by its being unex-^ 
pected ; the- restraint which, during the 
lifetime of his father, the dissipated Mor* 
car had thought it expedient to impose 
upon himself, having prevented a thorough 
insight into his disposition. But for the 
virtues he in reality possessed, Edmund 
gave him ample credit ; he saw him' gene- 
rous and feeling ; and, in proportion as 
he believed him noble-minded, regretted 
the ascendancy of dissipation over him. 

Yielding 
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Yielding to this regret, he often took 
upon himself the task of admonishing 
him of his conduct. Notwithstanding his 
youths there was something in his manner 
too impressive to permit what he said 
to be disregarded by Morcar. Ashamed, 
however, of being rebuked by a mere 
stripling, as he conceived, in comparison 
With himself — a stripling bequeathed, in a 
manner, to his tutelary care, be affected ta 
lorn hi» remonstrances into ridicule, de- 
claring, with his waving curls and downy^ 
cheek, he was much fitter for the part of 
Ganymede than Mentor. 

Of a sufficient age, at the time his house 
became involved in the general ruin that) 
overtook the partisans^of that of Lancaster, 
to be fully sensible of the value of what 
was lost, Edmund beca.me every day stilk 
more impatient foe the retrieval of his 
lineal^ honours. Proudr and aspiring, in* 
jBamed with aW the hereditarv ambition of 
his haughty race, he longed to throw off 
ll|p shackles of dependence — a dependence 

light 
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l>ght and easy, it was true, bat still, from 
the name it bore, galHug to his soul. He 
could not forget the adulation of other 
days ; the homage that, as the heir of the 
noble Lestwithtel, he had been in^ the ha« 
bit of receivings could not forget sufficient- 
ly what he had been, to be able to endure 
with calmness what he now was. 

Like flowers that alternately expand 
and decline beneath the influence of the 
rising and the setting sun, his hopes alter- 
nately, each day, revived and fell. Still 
the flush of expectation gave warmth to 
his cheek, as he saw the earl preparing for 
court ; and slill, from his silence on his 
return, be felt the chiU of disappointment 
stealing away its lively tint. 

Yielding to the impetuous feelings of 
his soul, he was often on the point of mak* 
ing that application himself which he 
fouhdso cruelly delayed by another — often 
on the point of throwing himself at the 
feet of the king, and in person pleading 
hiis own cause ;. but was still deterred^ by the 
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recollected counsel of his deceased bene^ 
f2ittor, to arord precipitation on the sub* 
ject. 

Long, however, to etidore a life of lin^ 
gerifj^ suspense, of apparent dependence, 
of inglorious indolence, he felt to be im-« 
possible. Should the promised interc^s^ 
sion of the earl be much longer deferredv 
hCr resolved on a bold effort forhimself, 
and, if unsuccessful in it, on immediat^Ty 
after bidding a final adieu to a country. in 
which his birthright was lost. 

iffhis was a resolve, however, he could 
not form without the most acute regret; 
passionately attached to the land of his 
forefathers, by a thousand endearing recol- 
lections, he could not think on the poSsi^ 
bility of yet becoming an exile from it 
without tfie most agonizing sensations. 

On the home he had so early lost, his 
imagination incessantly dwelt. In his wak- 
ing visions?, as well as nightly dreams, his 
troubled fancy was continually transport- 
ing him to his natal towers, ^ain, in 

reality. 
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reality, to behold them, he often essayed; 
urged by that arderit attachment whic h the- 
heart of strong sensibility silmost invari^- 
ably contracts for the place of its nativity;, 
but wasstiU prevented by the fearful so« 
licitude of his departed friend, lest «ome» 
thing should occur, in such a visit, to be- 
<ray hint. 

To this solicitude his successor was a 
stranger. Accordingly, soon after his de- 
cease, ^dmund, at full liberty to obey the 
impulse of inclination^ proceeded on a 
pilgrimage to his hereditary home, on the 
Utiks o^ the Tamar, in Comwall^a pif. 
grimage from which he returned sti?t 
more an^cions, more decided, and more 
impatient, that! ever; impelled by new 
motives, new hopes, new wishes, on de-« 
iermining speedily to ascertain what he had 
' to expect. But from carrying this deter- 
mination into effect as soon as he intend- 
ed, he v/as prevented by a request of the 
-earl's. 

Bis maternal tincle/the old lord Bolton, 

dariu<^ 
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during the absence of Edmund in Corn^ 
vrall, had proposed an alliance betweeiv 
him and the young heiress of the illustri<^ 
ous house of De Bohun, in. Northumber*- 
land, trusting a con^nexion of the kind 
ivould operate as^ some kind of check upoii 
his dissipated propensities. 

These allowed him but little to relish 
the proposal. Aware; howe\'er,. that it^ 
might be prejudicial to his inferest'to dia** 
oblige the baron, a©d that besides^ at sonre- 
period or other, he would be- absolutely^ 
expected to form an ailiaxice of the kind^ 
he did not allow himself to^ express any 
positive repugnance to it; but, nothing 
could induce him to da more till he ex*- 
j^ctly knew what the lady was. 

On his uncle's information be would not 
entirely depend, aware of their tastes not 
being exactly similar, and th^t qualitie9^ 
high in. the estimation of one, 'were but 
slightly regarded by the other. But how 
to obtain the knowledge he required was 
^Oiatter of perplexity, objectingiapert' 

sQa*; 
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son to make an effort for.the purpose^ lest 
declining her hand, after an introduction 
to her> as might be the case^ should be 
construed into an affront. 

At length it occurred to him to etnploy 
Edmund in the affair^ convinced that on 
his discretion and discernment he might 
safely rely. What he requested was readily 
granted ; there was nothing, indeed^ com-» 
patible with honour^ he could desire of the 
noble youth there was any chance of his 
being refused; so fervent wasthegratftude 
he felt for the obligations conferred upoa 
him by his house^ so ardent his zeal for 
his happing 

Having received the necessary instruct- 
tions, he accordingly set out for the norths 
for hastening his. departure to which^ the 
earl had yet another motive than the one 
he avowed — a motive that rendered hint 
restless^ agitatedj and impatient in the ex- 
treme. 

Chancing one morning to roam near a 
«^quc§t^red- bower in the garden, while 

yet 
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yet deliberating how to act, whether or not 
to make hrm his confidant in the affair, he 
espied him sitting there, through the foli- 
age, with a locket in his hand, which h^- 
alternately Kissed and gued on, with every 
mark of rapture and devotion. 

Rendered curious by what he saw, the- 
«arl, almost involuntarily, stopped to ob* 
serve him. He had not long done no^, 
when, in addition to it, he heard him siglk 
forth the name of EmmeUnei in tones the- 
inost impassioned. 

In the suspicion, previously excited, by 
what he had just seen, of his having tornredi 
a secret attachment, he was now conffrnhr- 
ed, but who the object of ft was- he could 
not possibly drviAe, unable . as he was to ^ 
recollect knowing any one . who bore the 
name he had heard. 

While vainly striving to dp. so, Edmund 
rose, and unwilling to be detected watching 
him in this manner, lord Sebergham directly 
drew back ; but after a short turn presently 
joined hrm in the bower, which, exlending-> 

t(^ 



to the 'Very edge of the Thames^ command-^ 
ed a delightful view of that beautiful river, 
cuttiog its 'Winding course through fields 
green as the opening Spring, and smooth 
^ the Dew-mowed*nvead — rows of stately 
trees here spreading their intermingled 
branches over thib murmuring water ; there, 
luxuriant woods^ shade sweetly melting 
into shade, and admkting, through various 
<)penings, partial views of scattered vil- 
lages- and noble mansions, with bleating 
^ocks; feeding on the swelling lawns^ and 
Icine, ruminating on the broken and shrub- 
l^y banks, 

. For a moment he meditated rallying him 
^n what he had seen^ and accusing him of 
dissipfiulation ; but an instant's reflection 
checked this intention, by tending to con- 
vince him that it was not probable Ed- 
mund would valuntarily acknowledge what 
be had so carefully tried to keep secret^ 
and- that, consequently, the likeliest me- 
thod of obtaining the knowledge be re- 
^quired was by stUl appearing ignorant on 
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the subject, lest Edmund might otherwise 
continue on his guard. 

Yet 'why he should be so anxious to dis- 
cover who the object of his secret attach- 
ment was, he could not possibly tell, ex* 
ccpt it was From some jealous apprehen- 
sion of her being some one whom he him- 
self admired. 

, In the ignorance that disquieted him he 
was not long kept. As they were peram- 
bulating the garden, they were suddenly 
joined by a young courtier named sir Be- 
vis, who, after a little conversation, ab- 
ruptly addressing Edmund, of whose jour-* 
ney to Cornwall his inlimacy in the fa- 
mily of the earl made him acquainted, 
inquired whether, during his sojourn there, 
he had seen, or lieard, by any chance, of 
the celebrated beauty of th^ part of the 
country, the lady Emmeline, the daughter 
and heiress of the baron Trecothick. 

With a countenance suffused with crim- 
son, eyes half averted, and lips evidently 
quivering through emotion, Edmund fal* 

teringly 
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teringly replied he had. The deep crim- 
son of his cheek, his embarrassment and 
hesitation, all betrayed, to the keenly ob- 
servant eye of Sebergham, the secret of 
his heart, that she \vas the object of the 
love it cherished, she4he Emmeline wbom 
so tenderly, ^o passionately, be had apos^ 
trophized. 

A kind of rankling sensation pervaded 
his bosom at the conviction. Yet it was 
possible, he suddenly reflected, for Ed- 
mund toiove without being beloved ; but 
how ungenerous to wish this might be the 
ease ! Yes, he felt it to be so. Still, 
however, he could not bring himself to 
think with complacency of his having made 
a conquest the most illustrious might be 
vain of. 

Anxious to learn more of the fair heir- 
ess, he was not sorry at Edmund's speedily 
retiring, evidently owing to the confusion 
he was in ; but he succeeded in hearing 
Utile more than that she was beautiful be« 

yand 
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yond descriptiofi)^ and b& yet sir Bevis be- 
lieved, unengaged. 

Would that he could a;5certain whether 
this were reaJly the case, lord Sebergham 
involuntarily wished ; a secret journey to 
the place of her residence might enable 
him. to do so, he reflected^ and no sooner 
had the idea occurred, than he decided on' 
availing himself- of the pretext he had for 
sending Edmiind to Northiimberland. 

Scarcely was he gone^ however, ere 
better thoughts than those that had chiefly 
instigated him |o urge his departure began 
to prevail. Would it be fiair, would it be 
honourable, he demanded of himself, after 
what he had discovered, to attempt making 
an interest for himself in the bosom of the 
lovely Emmeline ? Would thp silence of 
Edmund on the subjeot be able to make 
him stand acquitted of baseness in his own> 
eyes, should he do so ? No. Yet to lose 
the chanc<e of sescufing an alliance so de* 
^irable, fjrom a too scrupulous delicacy^ 



•how agitating the idea ! 



How 
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How his uncle (fame to omit sugp^esting 
this to him, he could not well imagine, or 
rather felt irritated and indignant at Iris 
having done so. 

Now he almost decided on a journey to 
Cornwall, and availing himself of the in- 
timacy that had subsisted between the de- 
ceased earl, his father, and hers, to obtain 
an introduction to her — now shrunk from 
the thought as one of meditated baseness. 
In this fluctuating state he retired to rest 
the night after Edmund's departure; but 
from the siumbers which it rendered rest- 
less, he was suddenly startled by a noise in 
the adjacent gallery. Instantly rising, he 
snatched up his sword, and with the lamp 
that burned constantly in his chamber at 
Dight, issued from it; at a little distance 
he caught a glimpse of some one retreating 
within the apartment that was Edmund's; 
he directly rushed forward, and ere the 
door could be fastened, setting his/foot 
against it, burst it open. 

Ta his utter amazement, on doing so>. 

VOL. J. c <^^ 
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the features of Hugh Seagrove, the immc- 
diate attendant of ^Edmund, and who, that 
morning, at sunrise, had quitted the re- 
sidence of the earl, for the purpose of 
accompanying him into Northumberland, 
met his view. 

" Why, in the name of all the saints m 
ihp calendar, is it you I really behold, 
Hugh ?*' said the earl, after surveying him 
for a moment with a look of wild surprise, 
*' or only your fetch come to give ghostly 
notice of your approaching dissolution ?'* 

" Oh nx), an please you, my lord, 'tis 
I myself, body and bones, Hugh Seagrove, 
that your Ijordship sees,*' replied the evi- 
dently trembling varlet. 

" And pry thee what has brought thee 
back in this sudden and clandestine man- 
ner ? dost know that fool's head of thine 
was within an inch of being sliced off, as 
clean as ever that of pumpkin's was," 
, '' Oh, the saints ! Well, if I had lost 
jny head on such a foolish errand, I never 
should have forgiven master Edmund." 

• "What, 
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/'What, is it an errand from him that 
brought thee back?" 

" Yes, merely Co seek for this silly trifle,'* 
holding up, as he spoke, the identical 
locket which the earl had seen in the hand 
of Edmund in the bower; ''.he's as full of 
vagaries a$ his betters; no oflTcncc, I hope, 
my lord; and missing it just as we got to 
Hatfield, right or wrong would force me 
back to seek for it, but with a strict charge 
not to let any one know he had done so; 
for the enabling me to observe which, he 
^aveJTie the key, which, as your lordship 
knows, he has of one of the private gates,/ 
*' Is it an amulet ?'* said the earl, taking 
it with apparent carelessness frotn him, af- 
fected for the purpose of concealing the 
real anxiety he felt, to be better informed 
on the subject, and which he conceived it 
probable he might now be, owing to the 
simplicity of Hugh, and his having at- 
tended Edmund oh his recent journey to 
Cornwall. 

/ c 2 Hugh 
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Hugh laughed — " To see how wide some 
folks are of the mark !" said he. 

" Well^ I shan't be very wide of it, I 
suppose, if I guess it to be the present of 
some fair lady. Come, confess, for I see 
you know something ; and I should like to 
detect the young Varlet, he pretends to so 
much sanctity — is not your master a great 
rogue ?" 

Hugh grinned — " By*r lady, that were a 
good joke indeed, to blab, and so run the 
risque of a good trouncing, for again, no 
offence, I hope, my lord, master Edmund 
is quite as fiery as his betters." 

"A fine fellow truly, to be afraid of 
having your doublet dusted ! But come, I 
promise not to betray what you tell, so 
let me have no more hesitation on the sub- 
ject." 

" Well, if I must, I must," said Hugh ; 
" and, to be sure, without any sia I may 
oblige your lordship, seeing as how I never 
was bound to secresy, master Edmund 

knowing 
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knowing nothing of my being acquainted 
with what I am about telling. You know 
I went with him into Cornwall^ whither he 
journied^ he said, merely for the sake of 
viewing that part of the kingdom ; and 
such I suppose was the case, seeing that 
from the moment of our reaching Laun- 
ceston till we left it, he never ceased ram- 
bling about; I wanted much to attend him, 
but he sternly commanded me never to at- 
tempt following, and so I was fain to rove 
about by myself. Well, one day, as I went 
whistling along, sniffing up the fresh air of 
the fields, arid thinking of nothing at all, 
as one may say, there came on a pelting 
thunder-storm, that made me run for it ; 
near the place where it surprised me was 
an old deserted castle, and there I took 
shelter. Scarcely had I done so, when nie- 
thought I heard the voice of master Ed- 
mund, in deep and sorrowful conversa- 
tion with some one. Somewhat surprised, 
as well as curious, I stole on tiptoe 

c 3 to 
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to the spot from whence ^^faticied it came ; 
and through a loophole in the Wall that 
divided the chamber he was in from 
the passage I came through, beheld him 
talking with a young and beautiful lady. 
So much were they engrossed by each 
other, that had I been even less cau- 
, tious than I was in approaching, still I 
believe I should not have been heard^ 
He was telling her he was not born 
in the obscure station he had reasoiv 
\o suppose she imagined, and conjuring 
her to give him hopes of becoming his, 
should he succeed in obtaining his birth- 
right." 

'* Arid this,'* said the earl, still fixedly 
eyeing the locket, *' is a token that he 
did not beseech in vain ?" 

Hugh nodded assentingly — " True, my 
lord; but certainly he js so handsome a 
youth, and then his manners are so cour- 
teous, that one cannot wonder he should 
be a successful suitor.'* 

"Well, 
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" Well, and is this aH you know ?'* ira- 
parrently demanded the earl. " Did you 
J90t learn who she was ?*' 

Again Hugh nodded—" That I did/' he 
replied ; '* but how, I shall not tire your 
lordship by detarlrng ; I shall only say, that 
I rested not till, by dint of watching, and 
describing, and inquiring, I learnt she was 
the beautiful daughter of the baron Tre- 
cothick." 

" And of her hand, the hand of one of 
the richest heiresses in these realms, has 
Edmund been indeed so fortunate as to ob« 
tain a promise \*' in a tone of irrepressible 
and almost indignant vexation exclaimed 
the earl. 

" Yes, that he has indeed ; but then 'tis 
only conditional — not to be fulfilled, ex- 
cept he recovers his own, whatever that 
may be, for with all my efforts I could not 
discover." 

Without appearing to notice this evident 
binl of Hugh's expectation of having his 
curiosity, in turn, gratified, the earl con- 

c 4 tinued 
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tinned to muse, with something like a sen- 
sation of envy, on the good fortune of Ed- 
mund, his present situation taken into con- 
sideration, without any of the advantages 
of acknowledged rank to obtain the pros- 
pect of such an alliance — "And shall a 
m«re stripling, a dependant," he demanded 
of himself, '* be allowed to bear away such 
a prize — to raise himself to sudden pre- 
eminence, without competition? Why/* 
he mentally continued, *' why was not this 
alliance suggested to me, seeing it is .one 
I never couid have declined, from its nu- 
merous advantages? And is she so hand- 
some, so very handsoi;ne?** he almost sigh- 
ingly inquired. 

" Is she!" repeated Hugh ; ^^ you know 
our queen is reckoned handsome ; and so 
she is. Heaven bless her highness ! and so 
is the lady Anne — and so is merry -Mrs. 
Shore; but these are all no more to be 
compared to her than I am to your lordship ; 
so you may judge, my lord, whether she 
deserves to be called handsome or no.'* 

Again, 
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Again^ almost sighing, the earl returned 
the locket ; and repeating his promise of 
keeping secret what he had heard, retired 
to his chamber, but not again to rest ; all dis- 
position to it was destroyed by what he had , 
been listening to. He could not forbear 
envying Edmund — could not forbear think- 
ing, that in obtaining the regard of the 
fair Hmmeline, he had obtained what he 
himself was better entitled to — could not 
avoid imagining, that from his silence on 
the subject, it was his wish to burst from 
obscurity without owning further obliga- 
tions to him, an idea that made him accuse 
him of unparalleled haughtiness and in* 
gratitude. In short, he felt as if Edmund 
had done him an injury, and gave way, 
therefore, without hesitation, to a feeling 
of resentment against him. 

His imagination inflamed by the de- 
scription he had received of the beauteoi>s 
daughter of Trecolhick, he longed to be- 
hold her — *' But wherefore," he demanded, 
" engaged as she is — ergaged, but how ? 

c 5 Conditionally^ 
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Conditionally, clandestinely, without the 
sanction of her father/' Why then deny 
himself the pleasure of seeing her? Why 
a possibility of being allowed to enter the 
fair field of open competition for her. 

But would it be consistent with real ho- 
nour for him to do so? Knowing what 
he did, again he demanded, would it not 
be a mean subterfuge to plead ignorance 
of the affair, because supposed ignorant of 
it? Oh yes, he felt it would; and with a 
feeling of self-degradation, forever having 
formed such a thought, shrank from it. 
But to permit ourselves to deliberate be- 
tween right and wrong, is to weaken our 
power of resisting temptation. The argu- 
ments he had had recours6 to, for the pur- 
pose of excusing his suddenly-conceived 
idea of periSdy to Edmund, were of too 
plausible a nature not to have nSade some 
impression on him; and accordingly, with- 
out further delay, he finally resdlved on 
proceeding to the castle of Trecothick. - 

But so truly hateful to him, wjfs any 

thing 
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thing like an absolute apostacy from ho- 
nour^ that the resolution was no sooner 
faken^ than he tried to persuade himself it 
was formed with no other view than that 
of merely gratifying his curiosity, or ra- 
ther that nothing should induce him to 
swerve from integrity. 



c 6 CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 

'' In such a place as this, at such an hour^ 
If ancestry can be in aught believ'd^ 
Descending spirits hare conversed with man, 
And told the secrets of the world unknown." 

Alike prompt and impatient, the rising 
sun beheld him on his way to Cornwall^ 
attended by a few chosen domestics, but 
to whom he imparted not whither they 
were going, till they were some miles from 
town. 

It was settled that Edmund should re- 
main for some days at the castle of De Bo- 
biin; he therefore did not conceive it im- 
probable that before his return he should 
be back from Cornwall ; but if not, had no 
doubt of being able to impose on him^ 

with 
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Vith regard to the place he had really been 
at. 

He commenced his journey in the deli- 
cious month of June/when all is fragrance 
and harmony^ all calculated to inspire ver- 
nal delight and joy. 

His taste was not so vitiated by the ex- 
cesses of a court, as to render him incap- 
able of relishing the beauties of nature; on 
the contrary, he experienced the most de- 
lightful sensations, as he surveyed the 
smiling scenery he past through, inhaled 
the sweetness of the meadows, and hear- 
kened to the thrilling songsters of the 
groves. These sensations, united at times 
to a kind of wavering in his intention of 
proceeding, and the recollections of for- 
mer times, that were revived as he ad- 
vanced, often induced him to linger on his 
way ; for along the road he travelled were 
alternately to be traced vestiges of the Ro- 
mans and their immediate successors in the 
island, the Saxons, in the mouldering 
strong holds and curious entrenchments of 

one. 
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one, the ancient cairns and rude momtr- 
ments of partial victories of the other. 

Passing through a successiorf of smiling- 
villages, watered by pleasant streams, and 
embellished with rural shades, he 1-eached 
Reading, where, alighting at the magnifi- 
cent Abbey, he stopt for the night. The 
quietude that prevailed within its conse- 
crated walls — the mild, yet awe-inspiring 
gloom of its lengthening aisles — the calm 
and abstracted air of its holy inmates, all 
tended to excite feelings that rendered him- 
almost reluctant to quit it; nor did he, 
till he had first seen every thing worthy of 
observation here, and in particular the 
tombs of its noble founder, Henry tbe 
Firsit, and his queen. 

On the succeeding day there was much 
less to engage"^ his attention than on the 
preceding. The farther he advanced, the 
more thinly he found'the villages scattered. 
Sometimes he proceeded miles without dis- 
cerning any trace of inhabitation. There 
was something in these open and silent 

tracts 
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tracts of country, a contrast too great to 
the busy scenes he had lately been engaged 
in, not to impress him with a feeling of 
melancholy, so much is man the creature 
of circumstances, alive to feeling, prone 
to integrity, till some powerful motive of 
self-interest blunts the one, or holds out a 
lure to draw him from the other. 

The gradual, and almost imperceptible^ 
effect produced upon him by the scenes 
through which he passed, occasioned him 
to reflect, with still deeper remorse, on 
the wrong he had momentarily meditated 
against Edmund, and determine, more 
firmly than ever, to let nothing tempt hiin 
to commit one in reality. 

The sun was setting over the hills, im- 
parting a kind of softened glory to the dis- 
tant prospect, inexpressibly beautiful, as 
Morcar entered the dusky forest of Saver- 
nake. He had not advanced far, amidst 
its wild thorns, ere the scanty portion of 
daylight that remained was completely ob- 
scured by the overhanging boughs of the 

clustering 
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clustering trees, darkened with the dismal 
shades of coming night, and overrun with 
fern and brushwood, wearing, at this hour, 
a funereal hue; nothing could be more 
gloomily savage than the scene ; far asthe 
eye could penetrate, nothing met it but 
obstructing shades, receding into each* 
other, amidst which, wheir^e here and there 
a grey gleam of twilight found admittance, 
a thousand dismal shadows seemed to stalk. 
Fear, however, was a strangejpto the heart 
of Morcar ; yet to linger in tn§'w^y of un- 
certain dangers, he deemed no proof of 
courage; he would accordingly have quick- 
ened his^peed, but for the caution requi- 
site, from the ruggedness of the straggling 
paths, and the naked roots of the old trees. 
Compelled to slacken it, he gradually fell 
into a (rain of thought, that quickly ab- 
stracted him from the scene, "but to a per- 
ception of which he was soon recalled by 
a retrograde movement of his steed. 

Surprised, he uplifted his head from his 
bosom, oa which it bad sunk, and beheld 

a tall 
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a tall and dusky figure seizing the reins. 
It insfantlv struck him he was wav-bid ; and 
accordingly drawing his shining glaive, he 
smote the figure ; but the blow produced 
no effect; it seemed to fair on air. 

" Who art thou ?" demanded Morcar, 
for the first time panic-struck^ as he gazed 
on the motionless form before him^ and 
felt his steed shivering under him. 

" Thy warning friend," replied a deep 
sepulchral voice. '* Speed back, speed 
back ; for ruiti awaits thee in the onward 
path." 

. v What!" exclaimed Morcar, endea- 
vouring to speak collectedly, though he 
trembled with emotion, '* am I so favoured, 
then, as to have a friend who watches in 
secret over my safety ? But reveal thyself, 
for prudence forbids attention to an un- 
known, lest there should be another mo- 
tive for his advice than the one avowed." 

" Behold then!" was the reply; and 
dropping the rein, the figure pressed nearer 
to him ; and shaking back a cowl that had 

hitherto 
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hitherto enveloped its features, discoverc;F 
the ghastly visage of his^ lamented sire ! 
terrible was his aspect; his eyes, like two 
decaying fires, shed a -pale flame over hi^ 
countenance, that rendered more ghastly 
the features of death. An icy horror crept 
through the veins of Morcar ; his flesh qui- 
vered, and involuntarily he called aloud to- 
his attendants; but it was some minutes 
€re they heard him, owing to their having, 
unwittingly loitered behind him, in chat- 
tfng of the occurrences of the road. 

At length he heard them quickly ad- 
vancing, and at the inst^t the appalling: 
phantom vanished^ into air. He was falling 
from his horse as they came up with him; 
they lifted him from it, and uncovering his* 
head, he presently revived. 

As soon as they saw him sufficiently re- 
covered to speak, they were eager, in their 
inquiries as to the cause of the terror he- 
had displayed; but this the earl declined 
explaining; he knew not what to think,. 
and therefore determiaed.on concealing 

• the: 
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the recent occurrence, lest its disclosure 
should occasion unpleasant conjectures or 
be a source of ridicule. 

Desiring his steed to be led forward, he 
slowly followed^ deeply pondering on the 
recent incident ; though not untinctured 
with the superstition of the times, yet so 

.little cause did he imagine for a visitation 
pf the kind, that he could scarcely avoid 
thinking what he had recently seen an il- 
lusion of his senses — " Yes, yes, it must 
be so r* he inwardly exclaimed, and his 
heart suddenly lightened of an oppressive 
load by the persuasion, he hurried forward, 
and again mounted. For a minute he had 
wavered about proceeding; but in conse- ^ 

. quence of the opinion he had now adopted^. , 
no longer hesitated on the subject. 

Just as he remounted, a passing bell 
struck out; he almost started, and in an 
agitated accent — ** What bell is that," he 
flemanded, " that flings its sullen sound* 
upon the evening air ?" 

*' Bel^ 
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Bell, my lord !" his attendants, almort 
^ith onJB voice, repeated, *' we hear no bell.*' 
- " StVange I" he cried. '' Still it swings 
its hollow sound around, and seems to me 
a knell." 

" Oh dear, my lord, how you scare me,*' 
exclaimed Corbeau, one of his suite, ''by 
what you say f I know there is no church 
or convent sufficiently near, for 1 know 
these parts well, to let us hear a real bell 
here; and to hear an imaginary one, is a 
sure siojn of evil. There was mv lord Gun- 
dulph, and his beautiful dame, the lady 
Mercia, whom I had the hohour of serving 
before I became your lordship's vassal, in 
travelling over one of the moors in Cum- 
berland, they heard just such a sound ; and 
though they arrived at their castle in good 
health, it is well known they were both 
dead in less than a week after. Ah, its not 
for nothing, I fear, I saw a winding sheet 
in one of the tapers in your lordship's 
chamber last night, nor spilt (he salt, as 

I was 
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I was putting it into my pottage this 



iworning.'* 



ct 



True, so you did," said one of his fel- 
lows; '* but by our lady, you didn't spill 
the cup of good Rhenish you had after." 

" Why no, truly," cried Corbeau, with 
a grin, '* that were a pity ; when one has 
^ny things precious in hand, 'tis natural 
they should be careful of it. But what I 
have told you is not all. The ravens and 
owls never left screaming and hooting last 
night at the Abbey, and we all know what 
their cries portend. Bless his reverence ! 
but when I heard the hooting of the latter, 
I thought it was the fat abbot himself I 
heard snoring, till flap flap came a pair of 
great wings against the casement." 

*' Peace, peace, thou croaker," impa- 
tiently commanded the earl, '* and keep 
thy omens and thy auguries to thyself." 

Again he pressed forward — again he felt 
his spirits oppressed ; but chiding himself 
for weakness, in suffering the suggestions 
of vulgar superstition to effect him, he pre- 

seail^ 
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sently succeeded in arguing himself out of 
his dejection. 

His efforts for the purpose were seconded 
by the partial dispersion of the. gloom in 
which he hadbeen involved. The moon, 
in silent glory, rising, silvered the broad 
expanse, and shed a tremulous lustre over 
the solemn scene. Its effect upon him was 
of the most impressive nature, such as ele- 
vated his thoughts, and gradually led t<sr 
the most sublime contemplations.. Tbe 
wonders of creation — the goodness of the 
Deity — the noble purposes for which man 
was created, evinced in his majestic form 
and immortal spirit — '* And shall," said the 
now moralizing Morcar, " shall he whose 
soul is imprest with reason's signet, 
that his heart might know, and, knowing 
him, adore the gracious Creator, behold 
his wondrous works, partake of his bounties, 
the blessings he has so profusely scattered 
in the path of man, and yet feel no senti- 
ment of adoration or gratitude for him. 
Oh, what monstrous impiety ! what 'base 

ingratitude ! 
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ingratitude ! and yet is he not daily guilty 
-of it, who has given himself up to revels 
and to riot ? 

** How does the heart swell and dilate 
with pride at the slightest notice of an 
earthly sovereign, and yet with cold indif- 
ference, too -often, thinks of enjoying the 
protection of him whom the heaven of 
lieavens cannot contain ! Oh, strange in- 
consistency ! to be proud, to be vain, of 
the favour of a being, weak, frail, fallible, 
as ourselves, and yet not to exult in that 
of him who rideth on the wings of the 
wind, whom cherubim and seraphim obey 
1 — who, through the gloom of chaos, flash- 
ed intolerable day — who bade the warring 
elements to cease — outspread heaven's 
azure canopy, decked it with the radiant 
sun, the silver moon, and alj the glittering 
host of countless constellations — at whose 
voice the everlasting hills arose, the earth* 
threw out flowers, and tall forests started 
on the mountain's brow ! Oh, terrible in- 
sensibility ! to bend, with trembling defe- 

..^,V*jr.<,:. V..* ' 
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fence, before an eartKly throne, and not 
fall prostrate before him to whom so much 
more is due than can ever be owing to 
mortal man ! who from nothing called -us 
into life, endued us with faculties almost di- 
vine, with senses to luxuriate in the beauties 
of creation, to enjoy the grateful vicissi- 
tude of day and night, the splendor of the 
hejlivens, the sweetness of the aromati<5 
herbs and flowers, the rich flavour of the 
ripened fruits, above all, the delights of 
mutual tenderness/ of commingling souls* 

'* But such is the effect of wild revelry ; 
it steeps the soul in a kind of Lethean for- 
gctfulness of what it owes to Heaven. 
Henceforth, from time to time, will I still 
steal from the degenerate crowd, in order 
to recollect myself, and woo fair Wisdom 
in her lonely haunts, those tranquil shades 
and solitary bowers in which she loves to 
dwell." , . 

Such was the resolve of the lately dissi- 
pated Morcar, affected by local circum? 
stances^ and the recent iaqident^ and a 

8weet ' 
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swetft and placid sensation was the result of 
it^ for the heart is not slow in its approval 
of a virtuous determination. 

This night, as on the preceding, he par« 
took of the hospitality of a religious house. 
The next moming» after travelling a few 
mile^ be reached Marlborough, where he 
paused for some time, partly for the pur- 
pose of refreshment, partly to gratify his 
curiosity by a view of the famous Roman 
entrenchment there. As he rode over the 
a4ioining downs, he could not avoid being 
amused bjr the remaria of his attendants 
on the itone^ denominated Grey Wethers 
by the country people, that, in infinite 
numbers, and of all dimensions, lie scat- 
tered over them, strongly resembling,* it 
is confessed by travellers, on a transient 
view, straggling sheep, and which are ren- 
deied a subject of still greater curiosity by 
bebg deladied from any rock. 

The next stage was the little town of 
Calne, situated on m stony hill, and famous 
for hairing been one of the Roman stations. 

VOt. |» JO 
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and seats of the West Sa»<m kli^gft.- Th^se 
ivere circumstances that did not render his 
being compelled to make another stop 
there iin pleasing to Sebergh;am. ': 

The remainder of the journey : passed 
>vithout any thing else occjurring worthy 
of note; and towards the decline of the 
third day^ the awful shades of Trecothick 
appeared in* view, with its noble battle- 
ments and ivied turrets, backed' by a rich 
amphitheatre of woods^^^stf etching to an 
immeasurable extent.. - 

The impressive grandeur of former ages 
was here conspicuous; nothing could be 
more magnificent or striking; the grandeyr 
of the toweriij^g woods heightened the ef** 
feet the building wa3 calculat^ed to produce^ 
forming, as they appeared to- dp^ a bomidr 
less contiguity, of shade. |Tbeir deep^lcH??? 
ivas. finely contrasted by the brigfatyefdw^ 
x>f the intervening ]awf^j.f;|liing^Q;K)(jt:i4<H 
dulations from; co{)se jta qq^^ ;>^a.thoulHrnd 
silvery streamis meapd^^ through jThbsd 
^adjef»^<^j^>m6> nyiiM; l(ibyr<ln<bmh intikacy. 

ibroiTgli 



through thp intetftwnted roots of the old 
^ak$, othera 9ver.fi«bbly.beds to the Ta* 
taar, which dividciidlth^ laadsfrom Devoih^ 
f^hire. 

' . Morear, .yetatning but tdne attendant, 
directed' tbe'rest^of his retinue to-Launcea^ 
ton, ^d: without pausing proceeded to Tre- 
cothtck. . ■ : 

■ The sky wa$ now shaded by the clouds 
of night-tithe tiWds-v^^re warbling their 
clo^ng lays---ithe piAsfent Vrhislled bvcr'the 
glebe to hjs peaceful cottage— -the flocks 
faintly lowed as foMed for the night — the 

treesTUstled in- the breeze — the air, cooled 

* 

hy the falling dews, gave' to the senses de- 
light^&nd energy-^he glow-worm lit its 
little lamp; as if vainly wishing to emulate 
th^ stars that glittered in the Armament. 
Thf-ough innumt?raT)le brakes was seen the 
*faint taper of thi'peasant, while eminently 
'tonspricuons fteH'-Ihe «oried windows of 
the Castle a- -Tbiaie'cif light was diffused 
in'ound; . ' • ^ ^ 
"■^ Cut the mingled sounds that fluctuated 
•- " D 2 ^^ 
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on the air won died away ; and Morcar 
presently aflter entering a shelving lane^ 
wok between steep iNinks^ overrun witk 
thorns and thickets, found the Castle and 
the cots al ike bid from bb view. The scene 
was in unbon with bis present feelings^ or 
rather excited reflections that imparted 
something of pensive solemnity to them« 
Involuntarily be checked his steed, and 
raising bis eyes to the starry cope of hea- 
ven, contemplated it with mingled wonder 
and delight. 

'* Oh thou," he cried, as be gazed upon 
these, the jnost glorious of the works of 
the divinity, '' who sittest ^ithroned above 
Ihis sphere, bow illustrative is all of thy 
goodness, the mild splendours of even, the 
blazing nefulgence of noon ! 

''Oh, bow can the wayward heart of 
man repine for the luxuries ofartr^when 
Nature, like a kind parent, has provided 
so much for his entertainment and plea- 
^re — ^gratifications that cannot pall by rc^ 
f>etition, or tttiate by enjoyment ! ^ 

*' But 



t 
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^' But on him who suffers himself to be 
engaged in vicious pursuits, her gifts are 
thrown away. 

'^ And shall I/' demanded Morcar, blush- 
ing as he asked his heart the question, 
'' shall I, aware of thi% suffer myself to be 
drawn into such pursuits again ? Shall I 

'* His steed climbed a gentle ascent 

at the instant, and the next he found him- 
self before the gates of the Castle. 

He instantly sounded the suspended horn : 
the shrill blast echoing through all the lofty 
towers and portab, quickly brought the 
porter to the gate. To his interrogatory 
the earl replied by announcing his name ; 
his late father and the baron had been well 
acquainted, and he meant to assign the es« 
teem which, as a friend of his deceased 
sire's, he experienced for the latter, as the 
iftoteve of his visit 
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" Oh, Jmew he but his happiness ! of men 
The happiest he> who^ far from public rage^ 
*' with a choice few retired, - 

Drinks the puro jpleasures of ihe'iiiral Tife.^ 

' ■■:•.•••■. .. ♦ 

Thk anno>incemeflit of his nani^ procured 
him immediate adniissiodr;' itid passing 
through a magnificent hblr, he iWas coii^ 
ducted to an inner apartitienti from whence 
the female part oT the fetnity had just re- 
tired for the night, but vrhefe the baron 
still remained. . .. ' ; - ' 

His reception was of the m^Gt .cordial 
nature — his welcome a twofold one, on his 
father's account and his own; the baiy)n 
having highly esteemed the deceased earl, 
and being too remote from the court to 

hear 



TRECOTHICK BOVTER. S& 

hear any thing of his successor that could 
injure him in his estimation. 

The baron was now declining into the 
vale of years; but his was that green old 
age wKich nature allows the children of 
temperali^e to enjoy ; like the hardy ever- 
^een^ he bloomed and flourished in the 
mnt&r of his days; health flushed hir 
cheeks, and his eyes were replete with atii- 
matioii; 

'the table was quickly respread. On. its 
being agai.n iwcoyerpd, and the domestics 
wtthdfawDa an unrestrained coaveraation. 
took place« wbidi^ oyer^the spaikltng bowt« 
was prolonged to a late hour. . . < . * 

< Those who have o/ice misled in busy. life 
can seldom so entirely detaeh tiieir thoughts 
firoin k>. as. not to feel interested in the 
passing occurretices. of the day. . This w^ 
the case with' the baron ; he could j^ot help 
fcejvjg 'pleased whenetrethe had.an oppor* 
taoity^ of gratifying the anxiety he fek on 
the subjects Coming immediately firoia 
iu>urt, Morear- was' perfectly qualifled to 
' •• D 4 answer 
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answer his minute inquiries. The result 
M3S, an apprehension on the part of the 
baron that civil discord was not yet at an 
end in England — '' Much I fear the wily 
Richard/' he said ; ^' much I fear the in- 
xiocenf blood that has been shed must have 
atonement. Intricate and perplexed as 
appear human events^ yet carefully to 
investigate their causes^ and we shall find 
them the regular result of each odier^*— 
the miseries of dire ambition but a just 
retribution for previous guilt. In no in* 
stance I think is this more strikingly exem^ 
plified than in the history of the rival houses 
of these realms. To begin with the un* 
bappy Richardt the assassination of his 
uncle of Gloucester was followed by his 
own ; for notwithstanding all that has been 
said to induce a contrary belief, he too 
surely fell by the ruthless hand of violence* 
The bloody fate of the blomning Rutland 
was followed by the equally cruel murder 
of the youthful Edward ; and though that 
of his saint-like father, the next hapless 

victim. 
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victim to ferocious revenge, hat nol yet 
iKen avenged, let us not delude ourselves 
with is hope that it:vill not, for blood 
will have iblood ; over the unjust shedders 
of it the sword of terrible retribution hangs 
suspended but by a single hair." 

** Alafli, unhappy land !'* exclaimed the 
earl ; ^ what Arte calamities hast thou not « 
idready sustained through the wildness of 
ambition!" . 

''What; indeed!** rejoined the baron. 
^' Sobered as my feelings now are, by time 
and reflection, I cannot avoid viewing with 
^ somedung of astonishment.the wild eager- 
mess of mankind aftes what they are des- 
tined for so short a space to enjoy. Scarce 
has the haughty hero, who c^irried ¥rar and 
desolation into almost unknown regions, 
dme to recount his conquests, ere a mightier 
than he sweeps him off from the face of the 
earth.*' 

'' But might not the reflection be too 
S^r pursued V said Morcar. *' Creatures 
as ws are of noble intellect, should we not, 

D 5 Vok 
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In our pun^its^ be detached from selfish 
consideration^^ ' 'And-vomld this be the 
case if Ive psiUSedf iii' the tntdst of them/be* 
tauae there ^1^ k possibiKly of out hot 
leaping the fruit of fdir labours?*' ''.■'. 

'* It might be^sol^i^efumed the l^aron ; 
**but you rti^taU^ the if you imagine I 
^eem the considefMioin of the brevity of 
human life should 4l9'mi>re than check the 
inordinance of ambition^ and l^ncveht . a 
too eager thirst after riches ; ^hat th&y be 
of benefit to our country^ or posterity, no* 
thing shoiild deter as from." 

The midnight houi^ sounded ere they se* 
parated for the nighti;j%ut not immediately 
after retiring 4o tepose did Morcar enjoy 
it, so agitated were' his: spirits, so tumaltu^ 
ous his feeling, from the diflferent reflec- 
tions that pervaded his tnind. 

Inimical ta repose, the first twitter, .of 
the birds roused him from his couch. At 
«n open window he observed the progress 
of the rising sun.. As the horizon kindled, 
^nd the mists of Garljr day dispersed before 

•.. i its 



itat Infi^^tt^, whAt a prospect, ot iQagnifi- 
.cence and. beauty inel bis. view I The dusky 
ym\ of tiivilJsht.witM^yvn, it seemed as if 
#.liew i:real}onibad burst upon his sighh 
.« . The ^ cbi^eced tight produced by .the 
:;^ti^;adintflsiQn of the sunbeams throo^ 
• the w.oods.bad the* most beautiful efftct. 
'^Icre all was solemn gloom, there bright 
. verdure. Th^ streamlets, glittering and 
sparkling in the dancing beams, seemed 
like rills of silvec as they pursued their de- 
.-v.iouSh coufte to. the Tamar, now seen, now 
«lisappedring amidst the luxuriant shades. 
The fragrant shrubs and flowers that decked 
tbe boWers and enamelled the sod^ fresh- 
ened :by the dews of night, exhaled the 
choicest .sweets. Herds of deer browsed 
beneath the ample foliage, now playfully 
bounding after one another^ now sudddnly 
stopping, as if to gaze at " early pass^n* 
ger." Through various openings in life 
woods a distant view. of meads and sutv- 
bumt fields was caught, scattered over With 
flocks and herds, and from which, at inter- 

D 6 hA% 
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vals» blended with the tuneful melody of 
the shadj groves, was beafd the dieering 
voice of '^ social labour, love, and happy 
glee/' Morcar was endianted — ^* Oh Hea* 
Hr«ns!*' he exclaimed, 'Mo what real en** 
Joyments have I hitherto been a stranger ! 
How faint, how cold^ the feelings inspired 
by the pomp and unvarying magnificence 
of a court, compared to those awakened 
by these scenes, where nature is every 
where recognised ! Here all is pure^ sim«> 
pie, and lovely. . Nothing is to be dreaded 
from the rich banquet prepared for the 
senses, but all is calculated at once 4o give 
delight and enei^y to the soul. How 
healthful is this balmy air, that, as it breathes 
ov<^r the flowers, seems to steal their sweet- 
ness, for the purpose of wafting it to the 
delighted sense ! — how enlivening the gay 
Holes of these feathered choristers ! — how 
pleasing the solemn feeling, inspired by 
the vefoal gloom -of these deep woods !'' 

To enjoy at large the beauties he so 
much admiredt be unclosed a door opening 

to 
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to a prhrtte itaircaae^ that gave him im- 
mediate egrtess from the Castle. 

Descending a 8teq> slope, covered with 
the finest vtfrdiir^ he found himself in a 
deep glest encompassed with woods of an 
^awM and majestic appearance. This he 
immediately concluded to be a favourite 
spotj,, pavillions and arbours being acaf- 
tered around, composed of luxuriant and 
sweet-scented shrubs. A clear stream 
wound through it, with that murmuring 
sound so pleasing to the romantic and pen- 
sive. But the attention of Morcar was 
soon engrossed by one object. He had 
not proceeded far, when passing an ob- 
truding hillock, overrun with wild thickets, 
he beheld a young female playfully deco- 
fating a fawn with flowers. He started, for 
instantly it stnidc him it was Emmeline he 
saw ; nor was he mistaken ; it was she in- 
deed, the admired daughter of the noble 
Trecothick, and one of the fairest of her 



Tall^ slight^ elegantly formed, it was 



most pleasure in rejifi^f^ ^ot^ ^^ gfacefu}- 
Xkcsi of .h€;rvlightforii^ 9i*':^be vafying:ex- 
,pressio() ..ofi l)tef; .B^ifnat^^'.^cQimi^foa^cf* 

Latge, and, f f. ^ J^-^^^^ly bk?f ^^^^^r* ; f y?s 
.were (iill ofa so£tivess i\y^ mos^t dange^QUs^ 
a ^nsibUlty the.inost beyitc^ing^ ,and of 
which the fugitive blushes of b^r beauti* 
ful cheek were, alike indicative; Jopkspf 
flossy brow9, s^ they played over her open 
brew, andt r^^f^ ))ier polished n?ck| gave ', 
luxuriance* to her beautVj and an air of in- 
€xpre8^b)e inno^nc^.to her cotmtenance, 
such as was ciilcultied to iminediateiy. ivr 
te^est the bea^t and Fascinatje the eye^ - 
, , Morcari continued to gaz^ some miii^utes 
without being observed ;> at length thejsud- 
den bounding away of her. little favourite 
causing her to turn, she beheld him. — " Oh/ 
truant/' cried the enraptured ^arl, glancing 
after the flying fawti, i " to break .those 
ichains which mdntrchs might be proud to 
wear/* . ' 

'' Xord Seb^rghaBi> I preftume ?*' said 

the 
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tbe fair heiress, with a gracefMl inclination 
oFlier head*: 

Morcar lowly bowed— -"Honoured in 
lieing known to you/' he rcpUed. 

She. 8mjled» and glaricing from him with 
a look otf.meiining^ ,his eyes involuntarily 
followed the direction of hers^ and; he be- 
held the barton with his lady, with several 
gue&t8, and ^l train -of attendants, ap- 
proaching. . . •. 

* His. noble host greeted him with cor- 
diality-—'^ I was Just on the point of send- 
ing a page to your chamber,'' he said, " not 
imaginuig you so early ^ riser, from being 
^qcMstomed to scenes that are but too apt 
to give us a habit of encroaching on the 
morning; but let me introduce you to 
my family." He then presented him to 
the baroness and the lady £mmehne; after 
which he desired the former to lead on 
with the earl. 

With a gracious $mile the noble dame 
immediately obeyed, by giving her hand 
to her youthful guest; and leading the way 
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to one of those pavillions already men- 
tioned, where the morning repast was now 
prepared. 

** During this delightful season/^ said 
the baron, addressing lord Sebergham, as 
they seated themselves at the table, '' we 
seldom sequester outselves much within 
doors, particularly at this delightful hour, 
when all is fragrance and beauty, cheering 
and invigorating to the soul. When nar 
ture, I may say, seems to have experienced 
a renovation, bow luxurious are .the sensa-^ 
tions the enjoyment of its sweets occasion ! 
—to what harmony does it attune the feel- 
ings ! — with what beneyolence expand the 
heart! for how impossible to be happy 
one's self, without wishing to contribute 
to the happiness of others ! I cannot view 
yon bright refulgent orb, and bask in its 
beams, without feeling a gladness of heart 
that impels me to greater kindness and so- 
ciability. But dull indeed miist he be on 
whom the seasons have no influence; or 
lather unworthy of the goodness of Heaven 

who 
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wbio can partake of its bounties without 
thinking what others may require/' 

They Jnust indeed/' assented the earl ; 
and yet how many enjoy its gifts, with* 
out once thinking of the divine hand from 
which they come. But intenrab of qoiet 
are requisite for thought; these are the 
shades that are favourable to it^ the silent 
ones of tranquillity/' 

'' They fx% fiivourable indeed to reflect 
tionj" returned the baron, *' and such as 
waning age at least must love/' 
' At times the conversation was in a de» 
gree suspended by the harmony of invisible 
■luncianSf that* as it now seemed to die 
away amidst the ftodds, now to creep along 
the Water^ recalled all that had ever been 
jMtaid of descending spirits. 

From the pavillion they roved through 
the contiguous grounds. The scenery was 
every where beautifully diversified, the 
mdenfess of one spot .setting off the rich 
cultivation of another. 

Loid Sdl)effgham was every moment more 

delighted* 
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delighted. He here beheldithal domesitc 
happiness^ the coritemplaliiDiii of ^tiich is 
so delightful to the- reelifrg^i'heprt— that . 
VfclWordered home which even ^ the'. vioioui 
oaimot know wiih'out something of ve^^ 
ratron*- .. . : .in r 

As the satellite of this planet 8fems^t# 
faocrow light but for the' purpose ' of 4i9^ 
persing if, so , the baron >itid hj=s-nobk dam^ 
sKmed to cultiirate the-gift^ &f fortane but 
for the purpose of conferring hfippinets. 
Courtesy presided; with \ a bi^nignant svra)^ 
ia their mansionir andij taught by. thevp ex* 
ample, thtir.domesities wer^ ever ready t^ 
asj^st the distressed^ and. tender the cupiitf 
hospitality to^tife^iveiried^tniTeller^ '- <^ v^ 
> The; baroiL had- -^loden >:distiii||uiihed aft 4 
partisan bf the hoiis^ :^f York.; * biitxiliik 
attachment <tp his caiiseMqooU ti^j^en^ 
der him Jbltnd ito fbe:ia\|U8 of j^Ward*-^ 
faBlts/ihat''beainne> biit too glaring wheii 
there , was > iK> Jdnij^r miy^ tiimgt40- jir^iap^ 
prehended. Disgusted^by h1s> eonduct^yaB 
iyeUasf:ofiemied>bjr'ifae«ndpe preference 
.:.^::•■j^.x.^h shewn 
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shewn- .on more occasions than one to the 
arrogant family of the queen^ he at length 
withdrew from court, with a' fixed deter- 
tninition of mixing no more in its tumuU 
tuous and intriguing scenes. 

But the tranquillizing effect which the 
contemplation of his domestic happiness 
was calculated to ^arve «pon the feelingi^ 
failed of producing such a one on those 
of . the earl, owipg to the conflicts ex»* 
cited in his mind by '.the admimtion ior- 
spired by the beauteous Emmellne. . . 

Deep, deep was now bis regret for having 
exposed himself to (he influence of her 
cbarms, and vushed into a temptation which 
^vtry principle of hoilevr' rkqutr^ bins to 
fesiat — ^' Oh why, why/^ athoUsaindtmes 
he sighed to htniself, ashe hung iipon her 
^miliesand dulcet accents^ watched herivairy- 
ing Mushes, and caught ihelighlnirt^glDilee 
of her blue sparkling orbs, "didJLplaoe 
'inyaelf^n such a sitii»ltpn?; WhyrwKftiHy 
incur the risk of being swerv^^d fnois% in- 
tegrity ? .Bui ahready ata< 2 pdtAihfid for 

•' it. 
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it, already by the emotion and agitation f 
experience/' 

A bell at length summoned them to a 
magnificent banquet in the halL Here 
many a warlike trophy decorated the massy 
pillars, and many an antique banner waved 
—the eagle of imperial Rome, the white 
horse of the Saxon, the raven of the Dane* 
and the lion of England, were severally 
emblazoned, reviving a thousand intere^tr 
ing recollections. Deeds of the times they 
recalled were sung in heroic verse 'by 
the aged minstrels of the house, ran|^ 
in a gallery at the upper end of the haB^ 
they sang of the valour of Arthur, thm 
witcheries of Merlin, the cruel innovii^^ 
ttons of the Dane, and the prowess >j^ 
the mighty Saxon. National enthusiai^; 
kindled as they proceeded, and the glofr 
of the heart was imparted to the counte* 
nance. 

From the banquet lord, Sebergham was 
ioottducted to another hall, similarly deco- 
cated, and where a gallant shew of neigb- 

botiring 
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bouriiig lords and ladies were collected. 
But though many were the daughters of 
beauty here assembled, there were none 
that could compare with the fiur heirem of 
Trecothickk Morcar led her to a seat, and 
was allowed to enjoy the dangerous hap* 
pinesB of contintting by hen 

A curtain hung at the upper end of the 
apartment^ rising to the sound of soft mu- 
sic^ the view of a wild romantic country 
was beheld. 

The entertainment conmted of a youth 
commencing his purrait in search of Hap- 
piness. Prudence and Pleasure joining 
him, severally solicit to be his guide. Fas* 
cinafed by the dazzling exterior of the lat« 
ter« he puts himself under her protection. 
The trials to which such a choice necesmrily 
exposed him^ were strikingly exemplified. 
Alt length, exhausted through their seve* 
rity, he k on the point of resigning himself 
to de^Mur, when he is prevented by the 
interposition of Patience, bringing in her 
right band ber gay attdidaat, Hope. These 

calm. 
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calf» his perfu Aatibns, Snd tfestife ■hinv'it 
hie rdies dn Religtbn-^ pdwirr'withbnt 
who^e aid thefy declare themselves incapable 
of ImpaHing atiy realconsolatJoto^to him^ 
he 'sbblHhcrrtly discavc¥ the retreat of Wis*- 
dqm', 'Whtfgfc' dfeUghtfiil offit^ it is to con* 
duct the wanderer to the region inhabited 
by Happiness. He finds het as they pro^- 
mised^ and isted by ^her to the desired dome; 
Virtue, 'who presided at the en tranceV giving 
him admission. The bright inhabitant of 
theplaceis l^ti^d^urrdiiTfded by the powers 
of innocent festivity/ Cheerfulness n©vr 
lenteriiig wkh her bugle-horn, announces 
a banquet prepared for his reception, aiid 
at the same time- intimates a wish'of beitig 
allowed to invite to it all whom Virtue 
should deem worthy of the distinction. 
This is granted; and tripping forward, she 
lowly bowfe to the iefarl iind the lady Efti- 
meline, and desires them/>^itb« their ootn* 
pany, to follow., . ? ' - ,'. . • ^v. 

They.obey^d>aHd^ftreby her'iseated under 
ti magflific^ht ciihopy at the ttpjjer eml of , 
f - the ■ 
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the tabJe^ •' To be thus honoured^ thus as* 
sociated, thrilled th^- heart of Mdrcar with 
transport. He forgot all that he ought toT 
bave .reaieniibeted— he felt intoxicated with 
flelight. The glow of .pleasure flushed his 
cheek, and the now-aspiring hopes of hi9 
soul gavenew 6re^ to his eyes. 

The young domestics who had performed 
in the allegorical 'ptece waited on the 
guestSj in order to add to the . entertain** 
inent, by still keeping up their respective 
character^. 

. . The banquet over. Cheerfulness sounded . 
her*bugle, aBdinstaatly, as if by magic, a 
sumptuoufa apartmefat/rblazing with' lights^ 
was revealed U> the view. Here the min* 
stills ^were'ivngdd/itfnd; to the harp's en>- 
livening- seund'^i ypnthsiand 'virgins led the 
danoe.-^ i> ':«'i ■'"■' ■ ; T *- '.- i . 
- Bnt'thenioiiT^t forsepanrting at length 
i«riwd::W;Mi(Dp(af! sJ^tn^Jet'^itsiaiiilounce* 
'iwtsisMishea itbisA bdieff Lytfr a little longer 
iai^kcpApkfM eon^iM^^^-the pleteuire he 
Wasenjoying, ' .' 3ifoI lo iii..\: i, 
r; Oa 
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On entering his ehamber, he dismissed 
his attendant, too much agitated to be ^ble 
to bear observation. 

Here, no longei^ occufHed in a manner 
to prevent them, painful reflections began 
again to obtrude. The result was heighten- 
ed, and new regret for having voluntarily 
incurred the struggles he was noyr enduring* 
— '' But regrets are unavailing,*' he sud- 
denly exclaimed ; '^ the past b beyond re- 
call ; but it rests with me to prevent their 
being heightened, by steadily adhering to 
integrity— by allowing no temptation to 
entice me to the committal of an act of 
cruel baseness. No, Edmund, I will not, 
like Fortune, mercilessly wrong thee; I 
will not rob thee of that for which to make 
thee a reoompence were imposuUe— no, 
though in vain I should search for the coun- 
terpart of Emmeline. Thy Bnuneline— * 
and will it indeed be thy happy fate to ddl 
ber thine— 4o strain to thine that bnatt of 
snow — to impr^ «p«a 4ioflie. loaeate lips 
the glowing kiss of love !^. . 

The 
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The vision of Savernakesuddenlv recurred 
to his thoughts ; he started— a kind of horror 
thrilled through his veins , at the recollec- 
tion — *' But why thus afTected,'* he cried, 
*' since with me it rcsts^either to falsify or 
confirm the prediction — to avert or incur 
ruin by the manner iit which I shall act ?" 
He paused, and' again almost started, fan- 
cying, at the .instant, he hcafd a deep sigh 
breathed in his ear; he turned from the 
window «t which htf was standing in a me- 
<li1ative attitude, and glancing an eye 
keenly inquiring round the spacious cham- 
ber — " Spirit of my departed sire," he ex- 
claimed, " if indeed yoii hover round me, 
\veakcn not my resolution by portents of 
evil; oh, rather strengthen it, by some 
happy omen of success; for he who ima- 
gines difficulties conquerable, almost ever 
tinds them so, the timid mind still making 
Ihe impossibility it fears." 
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CHAP. IV. 

("' Uut oh ! what thought can paint that fair perfection t 
•>Vot sea-born Venus, in the. courts beneath^ 
When the green- nymphs first kiss*d her coral lips. 
All polish'dy fair, and wash'd with orient beauty. 
Could, in my dazzling fancy, match her brightness.^ 

Night waned apace, and at length he re- 
tired to rest; but his slumbers were dis«. 
turbed — the perturbation of his mind af- 
fected his imagination. Now, in his dreamsf, 
he wandered with Emmeline through the 
luxuriant woods of Trecothick, listening 
to her gentle accents, and basking in her 
smiles; now suddenly found himself torn. 
away from her by an invisible hand, and 
transported to savage wilds, haunted by" 
hideous spectres. 

Tormented' 
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Tormented bv these visions of the nighf, 

• * 

the cheerful sound of an earlv horn did 
not fail of making him quickly forsake his 
pillo^v. Hastily dressing, he descended to 
the hall, and there found the family al- 
ready assembling to breakfast, prepared 
for the rhace. 

The baron deputed him to be the imme- 
di:\fe attendant of his daughter for the day. 
His hean tbrobbed, his nerves thrilled 
^'ith transport at the proud distinction, or 
rather at the hopes it inspired, for more, 
ihan'tiver he felt unable to struggle wirli 
the temptation he h^d incurred. 
ic. The downcast look, the mantling blush 
•wkh which she received the silent homa^jc 
of his eves, as he assisted her to mount her 
palfrey, pawing and neighing, as if proud 
t)f the lovely burthen it was destined tn 
\yezx, quickened stfll more the pulsations 
ef his heart, and gave a yet livelier glow 
to His/ countenance, from the construction 
he put on them. But in ascribing thetio \o 
any thing like iirponstancy towards Ed- 

. e2 «\\y^^. 
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round/ he wronged her; they were alone 
owing to virgin modesty; confused, alarm- 
ed, perhaps, by the ardour of his gaze, the 
feelings manifested by the tremor of his 
nerves as he helped her to mount. 

Yet though she believed it impossible 
for her love for Edmund to be conquered, 
neither this belief, nor the consequent one 
of happiness being unattainable except Iq 
an union with him, could for a moment 
decide her on becoming his, except re- 
stored to his lineal honours ; so great was 
' her hereditary pride, so powerful the am- 
bition of her soul. > 

But though her governing principles,' 3^- 
large portion of natural sweetness pf^ 
vented any repulsive indications of them. 
From her looks and usual manner, it would 
have been supposed she was possessed of 
more than an usual portion of her sex's 
softness and bewitching tenderness. 

Chance first gave the beloved Edmund 

' to her view. Among the numerous suitors 

that bo wed. at her shrine, was an adyentu^ 

TOM 
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rous chicfof Erin, who, driven by a storm 
on the Cornish coast, had, at the hospitable 
castle of Trecothick, obtained refuge; but 
the suit he preferred was alike rejected by 
her sire and the maid. Nowise repulsed, 
however, he determined on possessing him- 
self by force of what he perceived no chance 
of otherwise obtaining. Accordingly, feign- 
ing to quit the ntighbourbood, he conti- 
nued, with his followers, lurking about the 
Castle for a fa^'ourable opportunity of bear- 
i ng off the prize he sought. The knowledge 
he had obtained of the lady Emmeline being 
«often in the habit of straying, unattended, 
V through her native shades, first suggested 
%the bold design he meditated. Thought- 
less of danger, as, one day, soon after his 
departure, she wandered along the banks 
' of a romantic stream, now stooping to ga- 
ther the wild flowers that bedecked its 
margin, now to listen to the^solemn rust- 
ling of the trees that loftily overshadowed 
her beauteous head, now to the plaintive 
notes of the stockdove thrilling through 

E 3 , th^ 
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• the groves, she felt herself suddenly EC]?:e(l 
in the arms of a ruffian. Vain would 
h^ve been the cries she uttered, so fa-r 
had she unwittingly strayed from home-, 
but for the interposition of Edmund, hr 
weeping over the fallen fortunes of hrs 
house, he had wnconsciously wandered 
-from the ravaged lands of his father into 
the fertile ones of Trecpthfck, and thraugW 
the intervening trees, without berng per- 
ceived, had seen her approaching, tlie - 
glow of youth upon her cheek, the smile 
of happiness on her lip, the lustre of in- 
telligence beaming fron> her eye. Swifl^ 
as the winged lightning, he rushed to her . 
rescue. Scared by bis unexpected ap- ; 
pearance, the villain instantly relinquished 
his hold, and fled, aware of being at toa 
great a distance to receive assistance from 
his fellovys, if needful. 

For a minute, terror deprived the af- 
frighted maid of the power of utterance; 
nor when she recovered it, would dread o£ 
being again surprised permit her to \yasic 

time . 
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firae in acknowledgments; but as, sup- 
ported by her youthful deliverer, 5>he has- 
tened towards the Castle, her varying looks 
and broken sentences were eloquently ex- 
pressive of what she owed hi«m. 

Tidings of what had happened preceded 
them to the Castle ; a peasant boy had wit- 
nessed the adventure^ and hasted thither 
to give the ^larm. 

In consequence, just as they reached it, 
they beheld, the baron, with a numerous 
train- of armed vassals, issuiog from the 
gates. 

'the sudden transitionr fi'om apprehcn*. 
sion to joy was almost too muciv fof him. 
His emotions, as he clasped her in his arms, 
with a fervent thanksgiving to Heaven for 
her safety, were too affecting not to ex- 
cite similar ones in the bosom of thelovely 
maid; but her impatience to do justice to 
her deliverer, to obtain for him the ac- 
knowledgments of her noble siie, was too 
great to permit her to give way to them. 
Checking her tears, she recounted all she 

it 4 owed 
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I 

owed him — the dreadful fate from whrcfi, 
to all appearance, his interference hni 
saved her. 

With his eyes intently fixed upon the 
noble youth, the baron kissed her fair fore- 
head on her concluding, and tenderly con- 
signing her to the care of her attendants, 
invited him to enter the Castle, and par- 
take of refreshment. Gracefully bowing, 
the youth consented, flushed with new- 
sprung hopes. ^ 

Often had it been his recent wish, from 
the neglect shewn to his interest by lord 
Seberghant, to obtain the patronage, the 
friendship of some distinguished thief, and 
he now flattered himself this wish \yas about 
biping accomplished. The high cbamcter 
of thie baron for generosity and feeling — 
the gratitude he conceived he nJust expe-' 
rience for the service he^had' rendered his 
daughter, induced him to cMr sof. But alas! 
who does not know how ill the eager cal- 
culations of youth agree with the careful 
ones of age and experience ! Poor Ed- 
mund^ 
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niund, judging of the feelings of others 
by the glowing ones of hiso^n impassioned 
nature^ already saw himself^ in imaginatioD, 
opening his full heart to the baron^ and 
receiving, in return,' from him, assurances 
of his protection and powerful intereit. 
But had he known to what his disappoirit- 
ment was owing, he probably would not 
have felt it so severely. The truth was, he 
appeared too amiable in the eyes of the 
baron* to allow him to think of encourag- 
ing him at the Castle. With a previous^ 
prejudice in hts favour from gratitude, h«^ 
foresaw the mo8t unpleasant consequcnceft^^ 
lijcely to accrue from permitting any fur- 
ther acquaintance between a youth so 
handsome, so accomplished, so strikingly 
attractive, and his daughter, and therefore 
decided against it; unwilling she should 
incur the risk of forming an attachment 
unworthy of her, such as he conceived 
would be the case, should she think of her 
deliverer, owing to the obscure origin he 
was led to imagine him of, from the cau- 

E 3 tious 
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tious manner in which, in the first instance, 
Edmund had. deemed it right to answer his - 
interrogations relative to his name and 
lineage. 

His curiosity, therefore, respecting these 
satisfied, his manner gradually altered; he 
continued, it was true, to repeat his thanks 
for the service he had rendered his daugh- 
ter, but then it was with coldness and con^ 
straint, and without an effort to detain l)ini 
longer than he evinced a wish to st^y. 

GafHed, mortified, disappoiated — his 
pride and sensibility alike wounded, E^*^ 
mund left the Castle in a state of irritation 
greaterthanhehad before ever experienced. 

Almost sufTocated by his emotipn^-^-hl^ 
hurried on, unwilling they should be no- 
ticed ; but a backward glance s,6ori cour 
vinced him there was no fear of this^ by 
letting,him see, that no regardful eye watch^; 
cd his. receding steps, no obsequious vassal 
followed. 

Tears of wounded pride gushed from 
hira — ** Such would not hpve been the 

case," 
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case,'* in bilterness of soul he exclaimed, 
'' had 1 been the acknowledged heir of the 
noble Lestwithiel. No, such would not 
hnve been the thanks I should have re- 
ceived for the service I have lately ren- 
dered ; and is it because I am stripped ot 
that which can give no real claim to kind- 
Neto or esteem, I atii to find myself neglect- 
ed and despised P from the trifling and un- 
worthy such conduct would not wound, 

■ hi>t to meet with it from the reputed good 
and greats with disdain, with haughtiness 
-7— oh, it r.ives> it breaks the vulnerable 
heard it bids it despair of sympathy and 
consolation ! O^, my* par^r^, with wh:it 

»* ^tears of anguish have I ofteji deplored your 
untimely fate ! but ilo\^ how do I almo:>t 
rejoice to think the grave shelters you 
from the experience of what I feel-r-the 
humiliations which fortune sunk to poverty 
.and dependence is. destined to endure! 
Oh that early I had been laid at rest with 
you ! or, since destined to a longer so- 
jouFQ here, enabled to forget what. I once 

E 6 was. 
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was," or check the proud aspirmgs of thfa 
indignant spirit !" ♦ 

Sick at heart, disgusted at' the n^oment 
with life, he threw himself despairingly on 
the humid pavement of one of the now half- 
roofless halls of his native towers, to which he 
had again, almost unconsciously, strayed—- 
that once happy home in which his day 
had opened with every promise of a glo- 
rious evening. 

But what was here that did not tend to 
sharpen the pangs of th>e itiorttent, to ren- 
der more excruciating his feelings! — what 
that did not tend to remind him of the days 
of happier-times, when a noble sire*s care, a 
lovely mother's tenderness, the homage of 
obsequious vassal^j the kindness and admi- 
ration of gallant kindred were his ! 

Again a kind of suffocating sensation 
came <)ver him ; he arose and strayed into 
the garden which lay contiguous, and 
where, through long desertion and neglect, 
emblem of the chequered path of life,' 
weeds and flowers promiscuously reared 

their 
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their heads. With difficulty he forced hb 
way through the ruined walks, so wildly 
luxuriant was the growth of the entangled 
shrubs. On a sudden he came to a fa- 
vourite arbour of his deceased mother's, 
still gay, though in ruin; for still the 
bowery clematis clung to the slender sup- 
port ft afforded, and the embracing honey- 
suckle embalmed the air around it. Here 
often, smiling on her knee, had the pre- 
cepts of virtue been conveyed to his in- 
fant ear, in the disgqise of some romantic 
legend, some wondrous tale, breathing as- 
tonishment. 

TJne turbulence of indignation gave way 
at the subduing recollections here revived; 
with a sudden gush of soul-dissolving soft- 
ness, he threw himself upon the ground 
before the entrance, and fancying he could 
still trace there the print of her footsteps, 
kissed the sod in a transport of grief and 
tenderness. 

He raised his mournful eyes — they fell 
upon a luxuriant thicket of red roses; he 

t groaned 
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groaned ; he cast almost a reproachful look: 
ttpon the blooming flowers; he bent ovep' 
them in agony — " Oh luckless was the hour, 
evil the day/' he cried, " in which the 
house of LestwithieK adopted thee 'for its* 
badge !'* 

He knelt, he raisted his humid eyes; his- : 
clasped hands to Heaven — " Oh sire, even 
honoured!" he exclaimed; '^ oh mother,- 
ever dear! if 'tis gi\'en to the departed to* 
review this^ nether scene> consider not 
aught that may have escaped' my full heart 
as reproaches on thy conduct — my actions 
shall ever speak my veneration for thy 
memor)' — thy well-remembered precepts 
shall' be the guide of my life-^-thy example 
my path to the blessedness thou hast already 
attained. SihH may implacable revenge 
deny me my birthright ;. but recollecting 
I am thy son, I shall act so asjto force even, 
my enemies to acknowledgie me_ worthy of 
it." 

A soft zephyr agitated the roses r and as 
it gently swayed them to and fro, the most 

delightful 
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delightful fragrance revived bis languid 
srnses. 

He paused for a moment, then in an* 
eager tone: — '' May I consider this pre- 
sageful of future good/' he cried ; *' of 
yet being recompensed for all the evils thy- 
adoption h^ brought upon me V 

He plucked a half-^blown one: well he 
remembered the thicket was planted by his 
mother^ to commemorate a victory ob- 
tained over the Yorkists ; and kissing it> in 
sweet and tender remembrance of her who 
was no more^ placed it oti his heart. 

As his agitation subsided^ his thoughts 
reverted to her on whose youthful cheek 
were blended the bright tints of the rival 
flowers — *' Oh, how lovely in her terror !'* 
he exclaimed ; '' what charms in the sup- 
pliant eye, the trembling tone with which 
she asked my protection to her home ! 
Not cold and constrained, like her -repul- 
sive sire's, were her acknowledgments; 
but softness and sweetness are her predo- 
minating qualities/' he sighed: '^ but will 

she 
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she be allowed to dwell upon the gratitude 
she deems ^she owes me? Oh no; the* 
haughty baron will tell her, that on the 
services of the lowly the great have a claim 
that is not 4o be dispnted ; and that but 
for the performance of a duty, thanks are 
not merited: and shall I submit to this — 
to the idea of her beino: taught to consider 
me unworthy of her recollection ? No^ 
forbid it all that is proud and noble in my 
nature ! I will seek her — seek her for the^ 
purpose of letting her know who I really 
am; that to me, even she, the heiress of the 
proud Trecothick, need not blush to owft 
an obligation.'* 

But how was this desired interview, so 
essential to his wounded feelings, to be ob- 
tained ? To enter the Castle again was not 
to be thought of, even though satisfied an 
effort for the purpose would not meet with 
a repulse ; and after what happened, there 
was but little likelihood of her again stray- 
ing, unattended, through the grounds. 

Despairing of the accomplishment of 

his 



N 



TRECOTniCK BOWKR. S9 

his wish, he rcbp^ed into agiiatian ; and 
liiore restless and mclifncholv.than ever, 
continued to wander, till the close of day^ 
through the ravaged grounds of his pater* 
ml domain — those, ancient woods within 
whose deep recesses the mystic rites of 
druidism were once celebrated, and in 
which, through the romantic influence of 
indulged melancholy, he was now almost 
templed to imagine " some spirit dwelt, 
who, from the chiding stream or groaning 
oak, still heard and answered to his moan." 

But as the shrouding veil of twilight fell 
around, no longer could he resist the 
feelin<xs that ur^ed him a^ain towards the 
Castle of Tfecofhick— the hope of again,- 
in some way or ..other, catching a glimpse 
of her ; but in vain ; by various stratagems , 
he obtained a view into several of th^ 
apartments, .lit up in a manner to render 
therti distinctly sc^n ; the object he sought 
was not visible. 

More than once had he taken the circuit 
of the building, when in a retnote wing, 

. but 
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but duskiry illumined by a ray from oner 
solitary window^ the low sound of a harp 
induced him to believe he had discovered 
the immediate chamber she occupied. 

Eagerly be looked around him, but,, 
arias! here was no convenient^ no com* . 
irjanding eminence to ascend; bat love,- 
new-born love, is ingenious in expedients;, 
from the side of the window a low battle- . 
mented wall extended some distance, and; 
up this, aided by the projection of a but-^ 
tress, he clambered, and found ^himself 
suflicientlv elevated to obtain the view he 
desired. 

As he imagined, the apartment of whicli 
he thus obtained an insiorht was one of 
those immediately appropriated to the fair 
Emmeline, and in which, as he looped^ he 
BOW beheld her. 

She was alone, and sea-ted at the hafp^ 
but, from her abstracted air, evidently 
more for the purpose of resting on it th?n 
of playing ; yet now and then the vibrating 
chords emitted a sound, but it was uncon- ., 

necled 
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nected and murmuring, low and trem- 
bling, as the soft whispers of fearful love in 
Ihe ear of the beloved — *' Oh, whence this 
thoughtfulness?" sighed the Impassioned 
Edmund. " Ah, that I knew to what cauie 
is owing the pensiveness that shades that 
lovely brow !'* 

Instantly he gazed ; never had beauty 
appeared so fascinating to. him; yet its 
usual glow mantled not the soft cheek of 
the youthful Emmeline; but its paleness^ 
the evident paleness of thought, gave an 
interest to he^ countenance beyond all the 
glowing tints of beauty to confer. 

The careless folds of her light flowing 
drapery, the negligence with which her 
shining hair was allowed to shade one po- 
lished cheek, as inclined towards the barp« 
gave an appearance of still greater pen-- 
siveness to her air. 

Suddenly she rpse, and approached the 
window, \«hich lay open. Shrinking be- 
hind a projection of the wall, Edmund was 
concealed from her view, but without be- 

ing: 
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ing prevented still observing her. He saw 
her bend from the casement — he saw her 
look earnestly towards the spot where it had 
been his good fortune to rescue her, and 
softly sigh. Ah, what were the emotions 
which this look, this sigh, imparted to bis 
heart! With difficulty could he control 
them^ — with difficulty conld he suppress an 
answering sigh, or refrain from seizing the 
present opportunity to prefer the entreaty 
he had to make ; but a dread of beihg . 
deemed presumptuous, of offending, of 
irreparably injuring himself in her opinion, 
by allowing himself to be discovered ia 
such a place,* interposed to check him, 
' Well was he aware that in a breast like 
hers the flalme of love must be fanned with 
geptlenesfe; that the slightest shadow of 
presumption would damp it,- the least de- 
gree of boldness for ever extinguish it. 

But to tear himself fiSfttti the sp6t while 
'she remained visible w^siieyond his power^ 
nor even then could hit quit it without re- 
luctance. 

Ke 
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He left it, more anxious than ever for 
an opportunity of again addressing her; 
but of obtaining this his hope gradually 
diminished. 
^ Alarmed by the danger she had escaped, 
the baron for some days restricted her from 
going beyond the immediate confines of 
the Castle. At lengthy one morning, led 
to believe, from the languishing hue of 
her cheek, that she required exercise, and 
having pretty well satisfied himself that the 
planners- of the late bold enterprise had 
quitted the neighbourhood, he permitted 
her to ride out, attended by her squire and 
two trusty vassals. 

Not entirely, however, to the cause he 
imputed it to was the fading of the rose 
upon her cheek owing. The idea of no 
more beholding her youthful deliverer, or 
rather of his bein^ in a station to render a 
wish to that effect unworthy of her, ex- 
cited sensations that robbed her bosom of 
its usual quietude. 

The promptne^ with which he flew to 

her 
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her rescue — the rapture he evinced at ef* 
fectin^ it — the animating fire of his eyes— - 
Ihe alluring sweetness of his countenance 
— the seductive softness of his accents— 
the striking gracefulness of his form, all 
combined to make an impression on her 
'ishe felt almost to be indelible. 

But much as gratitude demanded from 
her, infected by the strong prejudices of 
hereditary pride, she could not, withOiTt 
blushing, think of the interest he had in- 
spired her with, on being led tJ believe, 
from the report of the baron, that he was 
a youth alike unknown to fame or fortune. 

Scarcely knowing whether she most fear- 
ed or wished to behold him again, she 
slowlv rode on till she had got to some 
distance from home, when a violent storm 
coming on, she quickened her speed, for 
the purpose of taking shelter in the de- 
serted Castle of Lestwithiel, which just then 
appeared in view. 

Her squire followed close upoo the heels 
of her palfrey ; but the horse of one of 

Iter 
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her olher attendants^ frightened by the 
lightning, which, in vivid sheets, flashed 
every moment across the path, took a con- 
trary direction, and was instinctively fol- 
lowed by his comrade's. 

The violence of the storm prevented 
iady Emmeline or her squire from know- 
ing they were not followed, until they had 
l^ained the shelter they nought. 

The discovery occasioned some vexation, 
-«qt having been their intention to dispatch 
one of the men to the Castle for a covered 
<ar, in order to reconvey her back to it. 

The expediency of procuring this, from 
the increasing violence of the rain, becom- 
ing every moment more apparent, the 
highly-disconcerted squire having secured 
the horses, and conducted his lady to a 
place where she was cpmpletely sheltered, 
proposed going in quest of some peasant 
to be the bearer of a message for it. 

After a long hesitation, the lady Emme- 
line acquiesced in the proposal, under the 
presumption that he would not be long 

absent ; 
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absent; and that^ as the horses were in a 
covered place, there was no likelihood of 
her being discovered there. . ^ 

But scarce had he left fier, prf the sud- 
den recurrence of her thought^ to the re- 
cent danger she had so narrowly escaped, 
occasioned such a sensation of terror, at 
.finding herself alone, as would have im- 
pelled her to run after him, had she known 
the direction he took. 

Obliged, from her ignorance of this; 
to remain where she was, she continued Ui 
a listening attitude, ready to fly at the first 
intimation of danger. 

Narrow windows in the side of the apart- 
ment she was in gave light to one of the 
staircases. As her eyes wandered about, 
they accidentally fell upon one of these, 
and, with an em6tion of irrepressible ter- 
mor, she caught a glimpse of a human 
countenance, earnestly regarding her 
through one of the dusky panes. With a 
wild shriel;, that echoed through the buiW- 
ing, she instantly attempted to fly, but was 

prevented 
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prevented by the sudden seizure of her 
robe. Again shrieking, she was sinking to 
the ground, under the idea of being lost, 
/when the voice, the harmonious voice, of 
.her gallant deliverer recalled her fleeting ' 
senses. 

Uncovering her eyes, .which, in terror, 
Ifhe had veiled with her bfitvds, shfe beheld 
ihim at her feet. — " Ah, pardon !•" he cried, 
on meeting her h^lf-fearful, half-wonder- 
ing glance, " pardon the alarm I. have 
given ! but to resist making u^e.of* an op- 
portunity I had so earnestly desired, was 
beyond tny power." ' ^ 

Th? heart of Emmeline throbbed .with 
- Bew alarms ; she dreaded a disclosure that 
might compel her to harshness — compel 
)ier to give pain to a piersonf to whom she 
was so mfuch indebted. ^ 
' Confused, embarrassed, scarcely con- 
scious of what sh6 didi.9he turned to a dis- 
. niant].$d ivindow^. lundebitlie pretext of 
looking for.her.squiijB.: .:fi::r /^ ']'. 

^VAb^ be;aat-80 jinpAtieitf; for^^hisw* 
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turn!" cried the impassiotied Edmnnd ; 
'' too short will it render the minute I have 
«& ardently longtd for/' 

He paused ; but lady Emtneline aflTectiDg 
not to hear him^ continued to look from 
the window. 

*'So disdainful !" he reproachfully ^ ex- 
claimed^ after the silence of a few Mtd- 
fnents. '* Ah, mnhappy wretch ! am 'I 
then doomed to have the cruel reverse' of 
fortune I experience aggravated by finding 
it the means of closing every ear against 
me?'* 

Emmeline started^ and turned hastily to- 
wards him — *' Yes, lady/' in a soul-pene- 
trating tone he added, with a countenatioe 
in which it were dtificult to say whether 
grief or inklignation most predominateiil, 
^' well am I aware 'that this cold disdain 
is owing to an . apioioD of my being pre- 
«umptdaui in thur addressing yo^-*^^ 
opinion originating in an idea of the infi^- 
riority of my rank;'biltj lady, thy §miliiig 
fstoikpectsif Ibribm abd frievriUess^ I now 
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^ttd, are not more dazzling than once were 
mine. Of these towers, these strong holds^ 
C was once——** g^ 

More he was prevented uttering by the 
anwelcome appearance of the alaiost- 
drpwned squire winding up the bill at the 
momenr. An impatient gesture of lady' 
Ci|imeline*s giving him to comprehend 
what she wished^ Edmund hastily retreated, 
but not without having the happiness of 
thinking the regret of. the moment was 
mutual. . 

In no little pet, and shaking his dripping 
doublet and cap, the squire entered, pro- 
testing, instead of a shower, one would be 
tempted to suppose it was a second deluge 
that had fallen, in whieb every living crea« 
ture, at least every imm^n one, was sWal- 
lowedv up, as in no direction had he been 
able to find any persoa to be the bearer pf 
the intended message to .the Castle. 

'^ Well, thou must e*en go thyself, good 
Godfrey,** said the lady Emmeline, with a 
look of fi^iillBg complacend^, by.no means 
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calculated to restore him to'good^ femper, 
from the little sympathy it seemed to ma- 
nifest for the dolS^ P^ig'^^ he* was in. 

" Nay, lady, I afm already so drenched, 
that if I thought/* anxiously?, examining 
the sky as he spoke, -^ the rain was likely, 
soon t6 give over, I should pray to be ex- 
cused, for, by our lady, a dry skin is at- 
most as comfortable as a whole one." • • 

" But there is not the least likelihood,'* 
said the lady Emmeline impatiently ; '^ dost 
not see that fresh clouds are gathering in- 
the west. Coirte, come, good Qodfrey, 
don't delay." 

" But, lady, art thou not frightened at 
the thoughts of being left so long by thy- 
self in such a solitary place as this, as must 
be the case, should! obey thee?" 

*' Oh no, I have no longer any terror on 
that account I" 

" How marvellously courageous all of a 
sudden !** muttered the surprised Godfrey 
to himself, who, from being an old grey- 
lieaded domAstic, was.allowed greater pri- 

viteges 
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vHeges than would otherwise have beea 
the case, and who, according as his humour 
varicd> was argumentative, obstinate, or 
facetious. *' Well, \2Kty, though I know 
not what has reconciled you to the thought, 
rip,ust now be candid enough to tell you 
what I did not like to do before, when, in 
% manner, there was a necessity for leaving 
you a liitie while alone, I deem it dange- 
rous for you to remain here by yourself.- 
Who knows but at this very moment some 
one of your suitors may be lurking within 
these walls, impatiently watching for. my 
departure to appear before you ?" 

La^y Emmeline blushed to the eycs.-r- 
• ^/ Wbat strange suggestions are thine, God- 
frey ! I cannot choose but laugh at such a 
ihpught entering tby head./* 
. " Ah ha, so I perceive ! . I see it tickles 
your fancy. It were a good joke, in sooth, 
if some enapoured young knight were only 
waiting for mq to be gone, to come and 
throw himself at thy feet." 
; ?:' Well, well. Til run the chance, for 

F 3 the 
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the longer thou delayest goings the longer 
I must remain here; and remember thou 
needs not return ; ^e buttery will be the 
ifipst comfortable place for thee io haste 
to ; and to guard against cold^ let Maudiiti 
lose no time in making thee a good sack 
posset." 

" Truly such good advice is not to be 
neglected,'* said Godfrey, with a nod of 
approbation. " I will away, and send the 
ivain hither with all possible expedition/^ 

Scarce was he out of sight, when the 
consciousness of the motive that had ren^*" 
dered her so impatient fo^ his depa^rture 
prodhiced such an effect on the feelings of 
lady Emmeline, as to induce her to attempt 
calling him back. 

But she failed in her effort for the pur- 
pose ; and ere she could repeal it, Ed- 
mund again «ood before her. To say 
whose cheek was dyed with the deepest 
tinge, as their eyes again encountered^ 
were impossible. The roseate hlmbl ef 
confusion gave her new charmi in his eyes, 

and 
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and perhaps the animated one of pleasure 
did not render him less amiable in hers. But 
the moments were too precious to be 
wasted in looks of silent admiration. To" 
ini«s the present opportunity of revealing: 
himself^ and perhaps another wbuld not 
occur — an idea that acted as a stimulus to 
his natural impetuosity^ so iiijurious ta 
his hopes did he conceive allowing ber 
to remain ignorant of his. birth likely ta 
prove*. 

Urged by thi^ consideration^ Be quickly 
resumed the recital which had been sus* 
pended>, and briefly disclosed who he was ; 
foUowmg the disclosure by an iiapulsave 
declaration -of the motive that impelled 
him to make it. 

Tumultuous were the feelings excited la 
the bosom of his fair auditor by the commu- 
nication. Surprise, pity, and pleasure, alike 
pervaded and agitated them. To learp hii 
cruel reverse of fortune, without commi* 
seratioD, was impossible; ^nd equally was. 

f4 it 
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it SO to find, that the idea Which she could 
not easily exclude, was one she might 
dwell on without any feeling of self- 
degradation. 

His looks, his manner, the likeness which 
the baron had carelessly, or rather invo- 
luntarily observed to her he discovered 
between him and the late earl of Lestwithiel, 
all Conspired to prevent a doubt of the ve- 
racity of his statement. 

But though, from the acknowledgment, 
of his rank, she could no longer feel hum- 
bled in her own eyes by the prepossession 
she had yielded to respecting him, yet so' 
thoroughly was she persuaded, that as the 
proscribed heir of Lestwilhiel, her kindredi' 
would never sanction his addresses to herj- 
so thoroughly, that she herself could never 
be reconciled to the relinquishment of the" 
honours their acceptance must occasion,- 
that ere the bright glow of fugitive rapturei 

» 

had well faded on her cheek, her looks ri*' 

tered towards him. 

V The 
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The impassioned youths partly sarmising 
the cause> threw himself again^ in an agony, 
of apprehended disappointment^ at her feet. 
• " Oh, I ask not/' he cried, " aught that 
due consideration for yourself can forbid ! 
The-holy saints are witness I would not wish 
you a partaker of my present lot ; all I de- 
sire, all I implore, is permission to hope, 
that should the resoration of my lineal ho- 
nours be obtained, I may not supplicate 
the lovely daughter of lord Trecothick iti 
vain for a return of the passion she has in- 
spired/* 

m 

- '' For the restoration you allude to, you 
have my best wishes^" returned the secretly- 
agitated Emmeline, with forced reserve : 
'^ More, what is du^ to others, as well as 
myself, will not permit me to grant/' 

'^Wbat, when all I ask is a conditional 
hope ? when solem;nly I swear to volun^ 
-tarily relinquish it, should my suit to the 
king prove unavailing ? A short time must 
determine that ; and oh, with wJiat n^w elo- 

F 5 quence 
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.quence shall I be endued to prosecute it^ 
should what I now solicit be obtained !" 

The resoluti^fYi of Bmmeline began to. 
fylter; yet not so ttiuch through any ar« 
guments Edmund had the power of ad^ 
Vtincirig, as tfa6 pensufasive energy of Ilia 
impassioned tones^. the language of fak- 
pleading eyes^ the heightened interest ioH 
parted to his appearance by emotion. 

Yet still did maiden modesty^ that sbfink"* 
hfg delicacy that is' inseparable from it^ an 
innate and inherent sense of propriety^ 
prevent the hope he required. Theydvi 
not, however, part ma manner to occa- 
sion him absolutely to despair. 

Unable to think of alight but this intei^ 
View, now accusing herself of too much 
reserve, now of too much complsHsance^ 
jSmmelifie felt herself deprived of her usual 
tranquillity^ On retirii^g tp her chamber 
for the night, instead of immediately re^* 
pairing to rtest| she dismissed her attendant, 
and pensively seated berself M a window^ 

thar> 
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that^ looking down a steep valley into the 
awful woods of tbe domain, wkh the Tamar 
.glitliering in the moonlight among tb^m, 
presented a scene at once soothing and^po* 
lemn to her View. 

Opening'the caseoaentj to enjoy it mom* 
^ large, and inhate tbe delicious frediness^ 
^ the tempered air, leaded with tbe sweets 
jof blossomled fields and gardens, the end 
of the veil sh^ had careledriy thrown over 
her blew ottt, and as she attempted tD* 
4iraw it baek,6he found it detained. Bend- 
ing forward to see in what it had caught, 
abe foebdd a ^doWy figure, half-conoealed 
by the battlements- of the wall, that, ex* 
tending immediately from the side of the 
window^: united. the, part of the buildiifg 
die was. hfivto one of the oater towers. But 
tbe ex«:bmatton of terror that.was bnrsting 
from her lips, the voice of Edmund pre>* 
vented. Starting forward, with the veil 
yet in his hand, which, as it bad blown over 
bis faoe, ho could not resist die tonptation 

f « of 
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or catching and pressing to his lips^ he boii* 
jured her pardon for appearing there. 

The motive that occasioned his b^ing^sa 
-Kvas too obvious and too flattering to 4he 
fair heiress not to prevent that displeasure 
'his imprudence might otherwise have 'ex- 
• cited : yet was he chidden for it^ and oom^ 
manded to be gone ; but the comn>and' was 
^issued in tones too gentle to be instantly 
•obeyed ; and the conversation that ei^ued^ 
< broken as it was> had the effect of heighten* 
-ing the emotions he had previously in- 
spired. 

Yielding to these, she could not refrain 
from again expressing the pity his story 
had excited, or regretting her utter in- 
lability to serve him; still;* however, the 
promise he solicited was denied; but at 
length perseverance, or rather the effect 
produced upon her mind by succeeding in- 
terviews, . obtained it for him. 

Contiaually hovering about her, he 
found means of frequently conversing with 
' t her; 
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her; afed'' in these repeafted conferences 
*failed riot df recommeridffig himself still 
'more strohgly tb -her 'esteem ; in conse- 

• ^tienfcei irfie could not, at length, hear of 
his being about departing, wthout being 
induced to grant him the hope he had be- 

• Fore solicited in vain. The kind of soften- 
ihg melancholy,; of pensive tenderness, inv 
parted' lo her feelings by the solemnity of 
the hour in which this last conversation 
took place, aided not a little in disposing 
her to kfld^a propitious ear to him. 



■\ 



, ' ** Gently the moon dispersed hei' pleasing light, 
And silver'd o'e? tixe trembling lucid wave ; 
Fair was ihe view that Lail'd the wand'ring sight, 
And soft the pleasure midnight silence gave,'' 

'* Here then,** said she, taking a locket 
from her lovely neck, and giving it into 
his eager yet trembling hand, " is a pledge 
of the esteem; without which, in vaia you 
would have solicited the hope you ask — 
but a hope which, remember, is- but con- 
ditional; 
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^itional ; for^ be assured^ no argumeati^ 
no entreaties^ wiH be able to induce meto 
swerve further from the respect du€ 4p 
those to whom nature has given unalienable 
authority over me." 

Every assurance she could desire "Wjos 
^ven her by the enraptured youth. Presp* 
ing the locket, with all the fervour -Qf* 
glowing love, to his lips — *' Oh, as.a holy 
reliqoe," with uplifted eyes, " willlguard" 
this!'* he cried; *' and as I prove worthy 
of the confidence it implies, may Heaven^ 
only crown my wishes !" 

The youthful Emmdine could not wit- 
ness the transport she had inspired without 
participating in it; but it was a transport 
only without alloy till she had leisure for 
xeflection. When she came to review her , 
recent conduct, it filled her with equal as^ 
tonishment and regret, so rash, so unad* 
vised, so indiscreet, did it appear. How 
she could liave been tempted to swerve so 
widely from the path of filial d&rty filled 

her 
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^r ytUh affiazement^ now that she was no 
longer exposed to those energetic pleadings 
that iad seduced her from it. 

Yielding to the self*upbraidiiigs her pro* 
miae occasioned^ she meditated recalling. 
it; butah, if her confklence was misplaced, 
would this speedy retraction of it be o£ 
avail to save her fame from ii\jury ? and if^ 
4>u the contrary^ as her enamoured imagi* 
luttion still represented him> the youth waa 
indeed worthy of it, would jiot such a pro- 
ceeding, th(e cruel distrust it would intt- 
snate of his honour, be an indelible wound 
to his generous spirit ? Oh yes. The re- , 
SttU of her deliberations, therefore, was, a 
.decision to abide calmly the consequences 
of what she had done — a decision, it must 
be allowed, love had no little influence in 
causing her to form; but framed as he 
was, in the prodigality of nature, with 
every look beaming intelligence, every ac- 
cent breathing tenderness, Bdmund waa 
•not a; being to be coldly regarded, or 

easily 
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tgasily expelled from the heart in which' he 
had entrenched himself. 

This decision had a kind of tranquillizing^ 
effect upoii her perturbed spirits. De- 
lightful were the day-dreams that resulted 
from it — dreams in which she beheld the 
youthful heir of Lestwithiel restoring his. 
hereditary home to all its ancient splen-, 
dour/ and to their native fields recalling 
the scattered vassals of his house — :in whic/i 
she beheld herself uniting with him, in 
diffusing happiness around, and heard again' 
the feast, the tilt, the tournament, pro* 
claimed within the massive walls. 

Yet now and then a shade of thoughtful- 
ness rested on her brow at the idea of what 
the baron and baroness would feel, should 
they ever discover her having abused the 
confidence it was their fond pride to think 
they might safely repose in her. 

Next to the secret possessor of her heart, 
she deemed lord Sebergham more worthy 
of notice than any one she had yet seen ; 

but 
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but neither the refinement of his language, 
his courtly mariners, nor the graces of his 
person, could permit her to receive the 
attentions he paid her with pleasure, from 
the apprehensions they inspired. 

Had she known of the connexion sub- 
sisting between him and Edmund, she 
would doubtless have been induced to at- 
tribute the particularity of his manner to 
another motive than the Teal one; but ig-^ 
Borant as she was of this, Edmund, from 
})isi uncertainty as . to the ultimate issue of 
events, deeming it but prudent, for the 
present, to remain silent on some particu* 
bars, she' could hot avoid ascribing it to the 
right onie, and therefore feeling alarmed; 
conviiiced;' that riiougk there was no dan^ 
ger of her inclinations being forced, still 
to refuse so .distinguished ah alliance as lord 
Sebergham's, could not fail of subjecting 
her to censure. 

His heightened attentions, or rather still 
more ardent looks of admiration, this morn- 
ing, had the effect of strengthening the 
/}^»1 .? fear 
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fear she had conceived^ and of coarse of 
increasing her uneasiness. The chace was 
too cruel a sport for her to take pleasure 
in ; accoi-dingly the indulgent father, re- 
linquishing it sooner than he otherwise in- 
tended, led the way to the hmki of the 
stream in the valley^ where aUghting from 
their horses, they entered a barge pre- 
tiously prepared for them, and were rowed 
a considerable way up the woods. As they-, 
proceeded, a sudden inclination of the vtn^ 
Bel to one side alarming Emmeline, she iii« 
Toluntariiy caught the arm of the earl, who 
sat beside her. The faint pressure of her 
band communicated a seDsation of the meat 
agitating rapttnre to his iedings. His dirk 
eyes sought hers^andas^ with buitiid lustre^ 
they beamed on her, seemed to swear. eter« 
nal adoration to her at the moment 
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CHAP. V. 

** Toimetit of mind, ob^ feeble VirtuCi beoci 
X blow thee from the palace to thtf cottagei 
To build iti hear\^ of hiods; blcM their rude haodf 
'With thy lean recompence of endlesi labour *, 
For me, iince I bave bunt th* ungrateful cbaini 
That held me to thee like a shackled ilave^ 
I will ei\joy whate*er the gods havo given.** 

Btrr far was she from being flaitereid by 
their silent homage. Confused^ and shrink* 
from his ardent gase, she hastily averted 
her^ooks from him> - 
' Winding amidst deeply^indented banks, 
the stream now widened, now contracted; 
Ikere the birch and pensite wiHow dipped 
iheir hanging branches in the water — here 
the majestic oak and spreading beech reared 

* 1 • 
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on high their proud heads above it, now 
darkening it by the deep shadow of their 
gigantic bodies, now receding, as if to 
give full scope for the reflection of the 
azure sky. At length it expanded, and a 
small island appeared in view, beautifully 
Embellished with shrubs. Here they land- 
ed, and repairing to a grotto in the centre 
of it, were greeted, on their entrance, by 
some of the domestics, habited as recluses^ 
and who, on a white flag, that served as a 
table, displayed their pretended store. 

The grotto was lined with moss, and 
tufted on the outside with shrubs and 
flowers, amongst which the rich ones of 
the balmy honeysuckle were the most con* 
spicuous. Dark masses of shade, in some 
places, hid the narrow Ifmits of the island^ 
while in others, over undulating lawns of 
velvet smoothness, the eye beheld its in- 
dented, banks laved by the stream. 

All seemed enchantment toMorcar; tili 
now he felt as if he had never known real 
pleasure. 

Smiling 
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Smiling at the enthusiasm with which he 
expressed himself — " May not sometKihg/' 
said the baron, *' bfe attributed to novelty ? 
variable and inconstant in our tastes, do we 
not find a charm in whatever is new, merely 
from the circumstance of its being so ?" ' 

'* Perhaps so," returned Morcar; *' but 
the pleasures' here experienced arc not 
siich as require novelty to recommend 
them, since they are such as must ever be 
grateful to real taste and feeling/' 

" In this way," resumed the baron, '' I 
contrive to vary the domestic scene, for I 
am not one of those who conceive it un- 
necessary to diversify it. The state in which 
man was originally placed announces it 
to be the benevolent intention of Heaven 
that he should enjoy pleasure, else never 
would he have awakened to existence in 
Paradise. One of the greatest of the an- 
cient orators, in endeavouring to reclaim 
his json from a. vicious course of life, de- 
sired to be understood as not speaking 

againiSt 
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agaiitst those innocent diversions that un- 
bend the mind^ since a bow always bent is 
soon broken^ and the imbecility of our 
nature renders recreation necessary, but 
merely against that profligacy that at onoe 
corrupts and weakens it/' 

Alas ! Morcar was unable to attend to 
the lore of wisdom; the conflicts of his 
mind becoming every moment more pain* 
fu]^ rendered him unable to pay real ai« 
tention to any thing. 

Gradually he felt the resolves of prin- 
ciple giving way to the powerful tempta- 
tion to which he had exposed himself. 

He tried to beliieve that the silence of 
Edmund^ relative to his attachment^ was 
an excuse for the treachery he meditated 
against him ; that what he bad not thought 
proper to confide to shini> he was justified 
in acting as if ignorant of; but the heart 
that has once acknowledged the laws of 

integrity canjttot easily ahake off their re- 
straints. 

». 

Thou^i 
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Though often dissolute in his conduct^ 
owing to the little attention the trouble- 
some times had permitted his father to pay 
to his early years, neyer yet had Morcar 
actually committed an act calculated to 
kindle the blush of lasting shame upon 
bis cheefc. 

But he was not long destined to enjoy 
the consolation derived from this reflec- 
tion. The lapse of a few more days ter- 
minated the indecision that had so dis- 
tracted his mind, by determining him to 
make an overture for the hand of the too 
1)eauteous Emmeline. 

But to hope to gain it/without inducing 
her to believe the prospects of her lover 
hopeless, he conceived impossible, and ac^ 
cordingly resolved on a falsehood for the 
furtherance of his wishes. 

A=n opportunity was not long wanting 
to carry this resolve into efTect. A splendid 
banquet one day in the hall, was^ucceeded 
by athletic sports withonMhe castle. While 
the gallant chieftains contended in various 

ways^ 
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ways, the courtly dames^ who also graced 
the feast, paraded through the shady walkis, 
or collected in applauding groups rpun^l 
the gay competitors, and the aged min- 
strels, seated in the full glare of the setting 
sun, beneath oaks. that bad shejtered the 
bards of other days, seemed, as sipiling 
they surveyed th^ scene/to ca^oh the. strain 
of inspiration frotb it. • .... .- , > -i[\ 

Morcar, intent but on one object, art- 
fully contrived to keep at a distance from 
the competitors, and gradually; ^etach tl)e 
fair -heiress of Treqp thick from hep compa- 
nions; perceiving the effect J)is obtrusive 
attentions had on her, for the last day he 
had altered hijs manner, and thus found no 
difficulty in obtaining an opportunity of 
conversing with her apart-; for divested of 
- an apprehension o/ his having any serious 
design respectiag her, as,, by this artful 
procedure she was, she wished to encou- ' 
rage conversation with him, so atpusing 
did she .find him,.fi'om,.the courtly .scenes 
he had mixed in. ?; 

Amusing 
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Amusing her with a new detail of these, 
he contrived to lead her imperceptibly to 
4 distance from the guests. 

Suddenly raising her eyes, which for 
^ome time, as they proceeded, had been 
*cast upon the ground, Emmeline started 
.5it.fipding herself before the Caslle of Lest- 
3^itbiel. Stepping back> she would instant- > 
]y have returned, but for the insidious 
Morcar. Gently laying his hand upon her 
arn\ — " Yet a nvoment, lady, let me gaze," 
1x0 said. " How impressive th-e venerable 
grandeur of this pile ! — how afflicting the 
. thought of such magnificence being aban- 
. ^oned to decay ! for never will the splen- 
jdour of those towers be revived." 

Again iady Emmeline started, and look* 
-cd wistfully in his face; but to relieve her 
from the cruel suspense he had excited 
4¥as not his immediate intention. 

From examining his looks, she invohm- 
tarilycast her .eyes upon the building. A 
chilling sensation pervaded her feelings ;at 
the air of melancholy which the cold pur- 

VOL. I. G Igle 
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pie hue of declining day imparted to it& 
aspect. The shattered windows^ a doorx 
here and there flapping to and^ fro, the 
stream that wotind round the hill on which 
it stood, as if to gain a secure covert in 
the dusky woods that . stretched behind, * 
rustling solemnly in the breeze of night, 
with the owl hooting in the ancient towers^ 
did not tend to lessen this sensation. 

" Yes," resumed the earl, after an artful 
pause, calculated to give effect to what he 
had previously said, " of the restoration 
of the lineal honours of the family to which 
it belonged, not the smallest hope re- 
mains. All that interest could do has al- ' 
ready been exerted in vain ; and either th© 
unhappy heir must be content to continue 
here in a state of dependence, bordering 
on vassalage, or else seek, in another king- 
dom, for those honours he may be ambi- 
tious of attaining." 

'* Is the royal wrath so very,, very unap- 
peasable ?'* with a pale and quivering lip 

demanded 
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demanded the embarrassed and cruelly* 

agitated Emmeline. 

, A profound sigh was the reply. 

Her head drooped; and despite of her 
.efforts to restrain them, a few tears of mor- 
tification and regret fell from her — ** It 
gets cold/' said she, as tremblingly she 
dr^ her veil still closer round her head, 
for the purpose of concealing her emotion 
from the evidently keenly-penetrating ob- 
servation of her companion. 

But he was too artful to appear to no- 
tice this; resuming the air of unconcern 
vith which they had been conversmg, he 
again attempted to engage her in conver- 
sation as they retraced their way back. 
. But the effort was unavailing ; the whole 
soul of Emmeline was absorbed in regret 
and roeliincholy ; and the instant they came 
within sight of the Castle, ' she almost 
started from his side, for the purpose of 
taking refuge in her chamber. But the 
feelings that hurried her to it were not 
calmed by the recollections here awakened«> 
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At the window at which almost uncon- 
sciously she stationed hereelf, the impas- 
sioned farewell of Edmund had been re- 
ceived. Almost expecting ^g^in to be- 
hold him there, she bent forward ; but no 
animated form again started to view from* 
behind the decaying battlement — lio har*- 
monious voice met her ear; a gloomy sha* 
dow was cast by the building upon the spot 
where he had stood ; and the long grass 
that spruiig in tufts from amidst the cre- 
vices of the stonework, whistled in the wind. 
''Alas, unfortunate!" she cried, ^* and 
are all thy gay visions then dissolved in . 
air? is it thy hapless destiny to eat the 
bitter bread of dependence here, or else 
become an alien from the land of tl^y fore- 
fathers ? But why, since, disappointed in 
his expectations, why not return, as in that 
case expected, the pledge of her condi- 
tional promise ? Ah; should he keep it, 
instigated by love or ambition, for the 
purpose of enforcing the performance of 
chat promise, what should she do ?" 

V Though 
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Though she acknowledged him one of 
the most interesting of human beings, yet 
even with him to share an inglorious des- 
tiny was more than she could calmly think of. 

The adulation and splendour to which, 
from infancy, she had been accustomed, 
had rendered her too aspiring to enable 
her 1(3 bear the idea of sinking into ob- 
scurity ; and yet greatly she feared she was 
destined to this, should Edmund m^ke any 
open pretensions to her hand ; since, not- 
withstanding his inherent ambrtion, she 
knew her father to be so strict with regard 
to female delicacy, that she could scarcely 
doubt his deeming it but a proper atten- 
tion to her fame to compel her to aa 
imion with him, if ever acquainted with 
the circumstance, to whom she had allowed 
a midnight conference. 

Oh, in what a cruel, what an embarras- 
sing dilemma did she find herself! How 
could she extricate herself from it ? She 
saw no other way than by accepting the 
addresses of another. Yet revolting was 
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the idea to every feeling of delicacy atid 
sensibility. Yet better she felt she could 
endure it, than that of losing her rank in, 
life — of becoming the, perhaps> ivandertng 
>vife of a banished man. 

What she had so lately dreaded she now 
almost wished the case, namely, an intent 
tron on the part of the wily Sebergham to 
propose for her. 

Her cheek flushed with agitation, her 
mind a perfect chaos, she obeyed the sum- 
mons to the hall, where innumerable ta- 
pers dissipated the gloom that by this time 
prevailed over the lower world. 

Too deeply interested not to be obser- 
vant, Sebergham soon perceived the agi- 
tation she was in, and from the flx^ the 
rousing earnestness with which, from time 
to time, she unconsciously regarded him, 
partly surmised what was passing* in her 
mind. 

To neglect urging an advantage was not 
in the nature of Sebergham';- ere the lapse 
of the ensuing day, he resolved on making 

knawa 
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known his wishes to the baron. Accord- ?. 
ingly, requesting an early audience of him, 
he entreated his sanction to the passion in- 
spired by the lovely Emmeline. 

The baron^ who, from the observations 
he had rnade^ had expected something of 
this kind, calmly and frankly replied, he 
Ibad his permission to woo her; but more 
he must not expect, should his suit prove 
unpleasing. i' 

* Satisfied with this» the earl eagerly in-* 
quired for her» and was directed by one 
of her maids to a favourite arbour to which 
she had early repaired. 

Clustering trees of varied verdure, sh^de 
softly melting into shade^ screened it froin 
distant observation ; a little rivulet chimed 
sweetly over a pebbly bed before it ; and all 
through the trellis-work, and over the en- 
trance, honeysuckles and roses were en- 
twined and hung, rendering it a fit retreat 
for love and tenderness. 

Hither her harp had been conveyed;, but 
as on the night the adventurous Edmund 

c 4 climbe^ 
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climbed the battlement to gaze upon her, 
it stood nearly neglected. But from the 
deep abstraction- that occasioned it to be 
so^ she was roused the instant she beheld 
the advancing form of Sebergham. Struck 
ivith an idea of the motive that Was leading 
him towards her, she started from her seat,- 
iiftd yielding to the impuiee of the moment, 
would, probably have fledi but for the im- 
petuosity with which he darted forward. 

Prevented* from : Qsc^ping, she dropt 
trembling on a seat, at) d almost faiinting,. 
listened to the recent conversation that had 
passed between him and the baron. 

Her fate, placed, as it were, in her own 
power, she trembled to decide. Had she 
been divested of apprehensions respecting 
Bdmund, her indecision would soon have 
been over; but fearful he might not so 
soon relinquish his hopes relative to her, 
as^she now wished, she felt almost tempted 
to accept the present overture, as the most 
effectual method she could devise for> si- 
lencing them^ for once to hear of her 

havinr 
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having accepted the addresses of another, 
and wounded pride, she believed would 
prevent Edmund retaining a thought of 
her. But when she reflected on the indi- 
rect promise she had given, of considering 
herself engaged to him, so long as the 
pledge of hev regard was retained, she 
could hot avoid accusing herself of base- 
n^s for the .wavering she now permitted. 
To wait, however, till honourably freed 
from if, was incurring such a risk of being 
compelled to fulfil it, as made her shrink 
from the idea. The conflict between love 
and pride, principle and ambition, was too 
great to be calmly endured. Covering 
her face with her hands, she remained some 
minutes utterly regardless of her kneeling 
suitor. 

Alarmed by her emotions, her hesitation, 
the naturally impetuous Morcar became 
still more urgent. Starting at the vehe- 
mence of his importunities, she half looked 
' up, and sighing deeply, as if only then' 
awakened to a perception of them>. falter- 
• c«f G 5 '"ply 
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ingly said^ that the lespect due to the 
wishes of* her fajther would not permit her 
utterly to reject a suit which had received 
his sanction ; but that the assurance of this 
%ras all that must at present be expected 
from her. 

This was all the impassioned Morcar^ 
with sincerity, declared he at present de- 
sired; for ere. he attempted to attain the 
final consummation of his wishes^ he deem- 
ed it expedient to remove Edmund from 
the kingdom, in order to prevent any dan- 
ger of his perfidy being discovered. 

Somewhat soothed by this assurance, the 
agitated Emmeline, after wiping away a 
few straying tears of deep regret for what 
alarmed pride had impelled her to, per- 
mitted the enraptured lover to lead her 
back to the Castle. 

At the entrance, they were met by the 
anxious father, the most fervent wish of. 
wJipse paternal heart was now for the hap- 
py settlement qi.lus beloved child ere Hea- 
ven called him from hen Hex approach 

with 
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with the earl permitted him not to doubt 
the result of his overture being favourable. 
Yielding to the satisfaction inspired by 
the belief, he grasped his hand — *' Never," 
said he, " have I yet departed from since- 
rity ; I attempt not, therefore, to conceal 
the heartfelt pleasure I derive from the 
thought of the union I now see likely to 
take place. But though the illustrious 
birth of the gallant Sebergham, and the 
high estimation in which he stands with his 
sovereign, render, even to our ancient 
house, the idea of an alliance with him al- 
most flattering, yet were these his only 
recommendations, although assuredly in- 
dispensable, he would have failed of ob- 
taining the sanction he required; but as- 
sured of his worth, freely has it been ac- 
corded.** 

Lady Trecothick entered at this moment; 
tears sparkled in her eyes^ and her white 
hand was extended. 

'* No longer, noble Sebergham,'* «he 
said, ''could I restrain my impatience to 

G 6 assure 
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assure you, that the sentiments of my lord 
on this occasion are mine. Like him, per- 
suaded of your worth, I have no hesitation 
rn declaring the satisfaction I feel at the, 
thought of confiding to your care the hap- 
piness of my only and beloved child." 

Confused beyond the power of utter* 
»nce, by the consciousness that converted 
these praises into reproaches, Morcar could 
no otherwise reply to them, than by bend- 
ing his knee,^nd kissing the fair hand thus 
extended to him. 

Attributing his emotion to grateful sen- 
sibility, lady Trecothick raising him with 
a benignant smile, conducted him to an 
inner apartment, whither Emmeline, re-- 
lapsing into agitation at the sight of her 
father, had retreated. Her tiears, her tre- 
mor, the wavering colour of her cheek, 
all gfave a pang to the too conscious heart 
of Morcar, but a pang which was spared her 
parents frcJm their unsuspicion of the real 
cause of her emotion. Attributing it to 
that tender regret which the af&ctionate 

heart 
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heart cannot avoid experiencing at the , 
thought of even a temporary estrangement 
from its native connexions^ they alternately 
folded, her in their embrace. Composure 
restored, the earl delayed not mentioning 
the necessity of his immediate departure 
for court, in order to obtain the permis- 
sion of the king for his longer absence from 
if, convinced that he should feel as if stand* 
ing on the edge of a precipice, till he had 
taken measures for freeing himself from all 
apprehensions respecting Edmund. 

The motive he urged for directly de- 
parting was too plausible a one to permit 
it to be suspected. Accordingly he had 
the satisfaction of quitting the Castle, with 
}in assurance that immediately on his re- 
turn to it, preparations should commence 
for his nuptials. 

In devising a plan for relieving himself 
from all apprehensions relative to Edmund, 
he was not long at a loss; in right of his 
deceased mother, a French heiress, he was 
lord of an- aacient castle in one of the 
» . southern 
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southern provinces of France, and thither 
he proposed having him inveigled and con« 
fined. 

A contrivance for the purpose of effect- . 
ing his plan was readily thought of; and 
full of the most sanguine hopes of success/ 
he speeded on his journey. ^ * 

But elated as he was, not without a thritl 
of horror could he find himself again within 
the gloomV shades of Savernake, owing to 
the recollection of what had there occur- 
red, or rather of the partial fulfilment of 
the terrific prediction. 

But in his reviving rmpatience to exe- 
cute his plan, he soon lost sight of every 
other consideration. As he imagined, he ^ 
found Edmund some days returned from 
his mission before him. 

Scarcely allowing himself to receive the 
particulars the other was anxious to impart 
— '* Something, my dear Edmund, has oc- 
curred during your absence," he began^ . 
*' that reduces me to the necessity of again 
putting your .friendship to the test-^a 

friendship 
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friendship for which, however, I hope I 
shall yet be able to prove myself not un- 
grateful." 

'' By taxing it," replied the noble youth, 
with all the energetic ardour of his charac- 
ter, '* and thus affording me an opportu- 
nity of evincing my gratitude, you add to 
the obligations already conferred." 

Smiling at bis enthusiasm, perhaps his 
credulity — " In right of my deceased mo- 
ther," proceeded the earl, " I believe you 
are aware of my possessing considerable 
domains in France. One of the remote 
possessors of these/ in preparing for a cru- 
sade, in the time of Louis, surnamed the 
Saint, thought fit, as a guard against future 
cohtingencies, to bury, a large portion of 
valuables, consisting of coin, massy plate, 
and jewels, in his habitation ; but lest it 
should be his destiny not to returfi, com- 
mitted the particulars of what hehad done 
to paper, and with a strict injunction to 
give it to his next heir, in case of his deaths 
delivered theJmportant document into the 
r ^ 'care 
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care of the abbot of a neighbouring mo- 
ivastery. 

'' Like his royal master, he fell a victim 
to the unhealthiness of a burning clime^ a 
short time previous to which event, his 
friend the abbot also paid his debt of na- 
ture. His death was so sudden, that he 
had not time Xo mention the place in which* 
this paper, together with several others of 
immediate consequence to the community^ 
were deposited, owing to which, a consider- 
able period elapsed without its discovery; 
but a dispute lately arising about the Fight 
of the house to a certain grant, made ages 
ago, the minute search that in consequence 
took place into all the old repositories of 
deeds and settlements, was the means of at 
length bringing it to light; 

*' The superior only delayed till the per- 
usal of it had instructed him how to acf^ 
sending it to me, to whom,, through the 
casualties of tirtie, had devolved all right 
to the property it mentioned. . The holy 
monk deputed to» deliver it to me was ^ 

taken 
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taken ili immediately after landing at Do- 
ver, and soon finding there was no hope 
af his recovery, dispatched a special mes- 
senger to request my immediate presence. 
I obeyed the summons, and from his hand 
received the document. Here it is/' he 
added, producing a moth-eaten and dis- 
coloured paper, which had actually been 
delivered into the hands of hk father many 
years back, in the manner in which he now 
pretended it was given to him, and had 
been the means of putting him in posses- 
sion of considerable riches; '^ though, 
much injured by tii!ie, yet still sufficient 
of the writing is legible to prevent any 
difficulty in discovering the exact spot in 
which the property is concealed. See 
here," he said, submitting it to the exami- 
nation of Edmund, and pointing with his 
finger to the place, " it says, in a dark 
nook of the chapel, beneath a monumental 
stone,, graved with the figure of an armed 
knight, and immediately adjoining an old 
wooden tomb, inscribed in the year 1205, 

to 
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to the memory of a count De Chalons and 
his lady, it lies buriecl. Now as it is ut* 
terly impossible for me to obtain it in 
person, without explaining to the king the 
motives of the journey, which I have the 
roost urgent reasons for not wishing to do; 
and as I fear, in a matter of such conse- 
quence, to employ any one. but a person 
on whose fidelity I know 1 may confidently 
rely, the further proof of regard I have ta 
solicit from you is your undertaking the 
business for me. To require this I should be - 
still more unwilling than I am, but for the 
opportunity your compliance with n^y re- 
quest will afford you of gratifying the cu- 
riosity and thirst for knowledge you pps« 
sess. The castle which hides the treasure 
lies on the banks of the Rhone; hence, 
from the length of the journey, you will 
have an opportunity of seeing a consider- 
able part of France, and of course many 
places rendered interesting by tradition, 
in particular, the fields where our famed 
ancestors gained soch distinguished fame — 

the 
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the fields of Cres^y and of Agincourt, 
where an Edward and a Henry immor- 
tBlized themselves — where the exulting fa- 
ther of the former, confident in the prowess 
of his b^ood, stood aloof to let the gallant 
youth evince his meriting thp tokens of his 
newly-conferred knighthood. By the holy 
saints/' continued the wily Seberghain^ 
perceiving the cheek of Edmuhd kindling 
with the fiame of rising enthusiasm, '^ I 
envy thee the feelings the review must ex- 
cite/* 

*' They will he ^leserving' of envy in- 
deed/' returned Edmund ; '' but when shall 
I away ?'* 

*' You consent, then, to oblige nte?" 

''^ Consent !" emphatically repeated Ed- 
mund ; " could you doubt it ?" 

" Not the zeal that would urge yon to 
do so; but then 1 feared," musingly re- 
garding him, "shall 1 freely acknowledge ? 
that a dread of injury to your own interest 
might prevent you — a dread which 1 now 
assure you would be unnecessary, since it 
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is my fixed inteirtion to advocate yoiif 
c^use diirino vour absence. "^ 

*' Then did I feel the hesitation you wen?^ 
fearful of, this assuran<:e would instantly 
remove it, for on your word my reliance 
is firm." 

Morcar slightly inclining his head, hastily 
averted it, to hide the confusion this un- 
merited declaration excited. The guilty 
consciousness of his soul suffiised his. cheeks 
with a burning gfcw, and for a few. minutes 
he was unable to encounter the ey€^ of 
Edmund again* 

Then a little recovering himself — " Your 
departure shall not be delayed then,*' he 
said, «'^ since the sooner you set out, the 
sooner 1 may hope to see you again ; and 
as the company of a person acquainted 
with the country must be preferable to that 
of any other, I purpose that Hardwicke,. 
who is a native of France, shall be your 
attendant." . 

All necessary preliminaries being ad- 
justed, at an early hour the ensuing day 

the 
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the deceived youth set out, accompanied 
by the confidant and abettor of Morcar's 
intended villainy, and whose brother was 
steward of the castle %vhither he was going. 

But though he could not help rejoicing 
at the success of his contrivance, yet not 
without some compunctious feelings could 
MorCar behold him depart, or reflect on 
the utter violation of his solemn promise 
-respecting him to his deceased father. 

Such were the pangs this reflection 'oc- 
casioned, that more than once he was led 
to execrate the hour in which he had ex- 
posed himself to the temptation that se- 
duced him from integrity. 

Yet not this regret, agonizing as it was, 
could induce him to make an effort for re- 
trieving the past. The idea of Emmeline was 
too powerful to permit of one of the kind ; 
yet much he wished he could have attained 
the accomplishment of what he sought 
without being compelled to strike into thcJ 
winding path of dissimuhtion, but in her 

arms 
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^ms he fancied it would be impossible to 
feel remorse or regret, 

Alas I in indulging such a fancy, on what 
an illusion did he depend for future tran- 
quillity ! Could the syren voice of Plea- 
sure hush the upbraidings of Conscience, 
could the bowers of bliss exclude Repent- 
ance with her snaky crests we should not 
behold so many of the favourites of Fortune 
as daily meet the moralizing eycj with 
clouds upon their brow, and hollow smiles 
upon their lip. 

Man may fly from his fellow, but from 
himself, oh, where shall he take refuge? 
Not even in the arms of *' Nature's sweet 
restorer, balmy sleep," can he lose the 
consciousness of guilt. 

Happy, enviable he, be his destiny eve* 
so low, who dreads not to commune with 
himself; and miserable he, be his fate ever 
so exalted, who shrinks from the obtrusion 
of reflection. 

Of the instability of human nature, the 

little 
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little reliance we can place on our own 
strength, the fallen Morcar was a proof; 
but a short time back, and no rank would 
have been able to screen from his fierce 
resentment the man who should have in- 
sinuated a belief of his being able to act 
as he had now done; but arrogantly be- 
lieving he could command himself as he 
pleased, he rushed into temptation^ and 
was subdued. 
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. CHAP. VI. 

I 

" Heavens! what a goodly prospect spreads around, 
Of hills, and dales, and woods, and lawps, and spireS| 
And glittering towns, and gilded streams, till all 
The stretching landscape into smoke decays !" 

WiTHoar fully explaining himself to the 
king, lest of any premature discovery, he 
requested his permission for a lengthened 
absence from court; which being granted, 
though reluctantly, he lost no time in set- 
ting out for Cornwall. 

With feelings of the most tumultuous 
nature he again beheld the woods and lofty 
battlements ofTrecothickTising to his view. 
But the rapture that pervaded them, on 
again beholding the habitation of her he 
]oved, was q^uickly damped by the recep- 
tion 






TBEGOTHICK BOWER. 14S 

tlon she gave him^ or rather the agitation 
•nd regret her looks manifested. 

She could not indeed bring herself to be 
rcfefonciled.to the manner in which she had 
acted ; she could not review her conduct 
without being compelled »to accuse herself 
«pf levity and deception^ an accusation re-^ 
plete with anguish to a mind naturally de-* 
licate and susceptible as hers ; to the pangs 
it inflicted were united those of despairing 
love, for still the idea of Edmund remained 
imprest upon her mind ; and she trembled 
to think what her future fate with lord Se- 
l^ergham might be, should she be unable 
to subdue the prepossession she now ex^ 
perienced for another. 

Shrinking from the idea, of fulfilling heir 
engagement to him, the agonies she fell 
into on the commencement bf preparations 
for their nuptials, united to her repeated 
declara'tions that she never would have con- , 
4Eiented to become his, had she not imagined 
he would have allowed some time for the 
cultivation of her regard, ere he pressed for 
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the performance of her promise^ had at 
length the effect of inducing her indulgent 
parents to postpone them. 

Alarmed by their acquiescence to her 
Irishes, by the strong repugnance she ma- 
nifested- to him^ lord Sebergham could but 
ill disguise what he felt on the occasion.* 
Convinced, however, that, for the present, 
expostulation on his part would be un- 
availing, he determined to have recourse 
tp art for ensuring the ultimate accomplish- 
ment of his wishes. 

To render public b§r engagement to him 
would be, he was convinced, to assure him- 
self of the baron yet insisting otth^r fulfil- 
ment of it. Accordingly, for the purpose 
of doing this, he proposed an excursion to 
his seat in the North, as a means of whiling 
away the tedious interval of expectation. 

This proposal was readily acceded to by 
the baron and lady Trecothick, partly from 
a wish to make amends for the disappoint- 
meiit he had experienced, and partly a 
hope that the journey might be of service 

ro 
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to their daughter, her Faded cheek betray- 
ing a languor that greatly alarmed them. ^ 

The dejected Emmeline made no objec- 
tion to- it; the complaisance shewn to her 
wishes making her conceive some in re- 
turn, on Iier part, due to those of others. 

* Accordingly, preparations were immedi- 
ately made for the journey; and witha splen- 
did retinue the party set out from the Castle. 

The fineness of the season^ when all is 
luxuriant and beautiful, was calculated to 
render any thirtg of the kind delightful ; 
and but for the embittering reflections that 
accompanied her, Emmelrne would have 
been enchanted. As it was, there were 
moments in which she was insensibly 
amused, and beguiled of her uneasiness. 
All was new to her on her approach to the 
northern counties ; and the deep atterttion 
which curiosity caused had often the ef- 
fect of abstracting her mind from painful 
reflections. 

The stupendoii^ scenery which here met 
her view, in the rude fells of those nor- 
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thern regions^ and the traces of antiquity 
everywhere discernible^ alternately exalted 
her imagination^ and afforded entertain- 
ment to her thoughts^ 

The slowness with which they were coni- 
pelled to journey, from the diflSculties and 
dangers that th?n opposed the progress of 
the traveller, afforded the eye ample time 
for expatiating over all that came undeJJ^ 
its observation. 

&till more particular views were at timcfs 
obtained, from the detention of the party 
at the different castles which they visited 
in their way^ and where, with the hospi- 
tality of the times, they were forced to re- 
main^ till recruited for the renewal of the 
journey. 

At Ambleside, at Kendal, and at Kirby 
Lonsdale, they paused. If sensations of awe 
were excited in the mind of Emmeline by 
the view of the stupendous waterfall of 
the first, scarcely less was her imagination 
raised by the magnificent prospect of the 
distant mountains that here m^t the eye-^ 

a prospect 
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a prospect sweetly contrasted by' the tran* 
quil appearance of the deep valWjr be- 
neath, through which the Lone holds its 
beautiful course. 

From hence they proceeded to Peridra- 
gon Castle, where they were most hospit- 
' ably entertained by the lord Clifford and 
his lady, its noble owners; and for the few , 
days they remained at it, were amused by 
examining the ancient intrerichments ly- 
ing contiguous, in the dell in which it was 
situated^ and inquiring into the truth of 
the tradition respecting the prince from 
whom it took its name, and according to 
"which he is supposed to have died by poi- 
son put into a well^ early in the sixth cen- 
tury. 

They next paused at Brough. The varied 
scenery that was here contemplated occa- 
' sioned emotions of. the liveliest admiration. 
On one side a range of* craggy mountains, 
over whose rugged surface trees and shrubs 
were scattered, prevented the eye from 
ranging; wliile on the otber^ a smiling 

H 3 / plaia 
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pkin extending^ gave it free scope to watv 
der, till again arrested by the majestic pro- 
montory of Wildbore Fell, elevating it* 
peaked brow to the clouds^ that tinged it 
with a cerulean hue. 

The rich groves of sycamore through* 
which they passed on leaving this — the ver- 
dure of the meadows — the contrast between 
fierds of yellow corn and the swelling pas^ 
tures, brown with the summer heat, and 
tufted with brushwood — the runningbroots 
jsparkiing in the dancing beams, with blue 
tints of smoke, from scattered hamlets here 
and there, slowly arising above the cop- 
- pices, gave an enchanting variety to the 
scene. 

A little further on, they could not help 
stopping to admire the grandeur of the 
prospect that presented itself to their view. 
Stretching westward from the extensive 
plain over which they were travelling, lay 
a chain of mighty mountains, fading on 
the sight in the distant perspective, and 
seemingly mixing in azure hue with the 

sky. 
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sky. Nearer, the hills, half girt with brush- 
wood, descended in swift slopes to the vale 
in pasturage, the rich verdure of which was 
beautifully contrasted by their brows of 
naked rock and barren cli^; while Cross' 
Fell, with its savage front, was seen loftily 
overtopping all ; and here and there, in 
picturesque variety, deep shadowy dells 
opened amidst the stupendous heights. 

The delight inspired by the beauties of 
Appleby, to which they next approached^ 
was heightened by the suddenness with 
which they burst upon the view ; an air of 
cheerfulness prevailed over all here, that 
failed not pf communicating a correspond-' 
ing feeling. The Eden, sparkling in the 
sun's rays, through the thronging branches 
of the trees that ornament the little vale 
through which it flows, and which mea- 
dows, rude clifTs, and hanging rocks, still 
farther and more romantically diversified, 
could not be viewed without a sensation 
of the kind. 

The eye knew not on which to rest, this 

H 4 fairy 
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fairy scene, or the castle, with its noble 
aspect, and spreading vroods, withhere and 
there k red cliff breaking through the fo- 
liage — the public road winding hi^ above- 
it, enlivened by scattered cottages— be-» 
neath, the river sweetly murmuring-— and 
to the left, lofty cliffs and precipiqes 
rising perpendicularly from the water,, so* 
lemnly shadowed by oaks and ashes hangings 
from their l)row. 

The way they pursued, for a consider-, 
able distance from this, afforded them new 
pleasure, so varied were the beauties of 
the banks of the Eden, along which their 
road extended, now richly wooded, now 
spreading into level meads. 

They coufd not pass Kirby Thore with- 
out stopping to examine the remains of 
ancient grandeur then extant there, but 
which gave them but an imperfect idea of 

« 

the temple in which the greatest of the 
divinities of the Pagan Saxons wiis wor* 
shipped, where, in a spacious hall, majes- 
tically resting on a covered bed, a kingly 

sceptre 
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sceptre in his hand, and on his head a crown 
of gold, set round with burnished stars, he 

■ 

seemed to them the god of thunder. 

Brougham Castle, seated on the banks 
of the river Emont, afTorded them another 
delightful halt. The vast extent of the 
buildiing, the noble turrets that formed the 
angles, the groups of cattle dispersed over 
the grassy plane of pasture-ground, along 
which the outworks extended to a consi- 
derable distance, the river, margined with 
shrubs, and the mountains that skirted the 
horizon, seen through the ash-trees that 
tufted the ground, presented a landscape at 
once interesting and beautiful to the view. 

Penrith was the next place that received 
them, from whence the peaks of Dufton, 
together with a prospect of Cross Fell, and 
a chain of mountains sinking in the ex- 
treme distance in the plain on which the 
city of Carlisle stands, and of a ridge of 
Scotch mountains forming the utmost 
boundary of the view, were beheld. 

They neglegted not to visit the curious 

H 5 " grottoes 
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grottoes on the banks of the Etnont h^re^ 
dug out of the solid rock, and sufficiently 
capacious to contain an hundred men^ and 
which, in former times, according to the 
traditions of the vulgar, were inhabited by 
a giant named Isis, who unmercifully de- 
voured every thing living that came in his 
way. 

Neither did they omit viewing the two 
pyramidical stones in the churchyard^ 
some yards asunder, and with several seg- 
ments of circular stones between them, re- 
presenting, according to the fancy of the 
countryrpeople, -wild boars, and forming 
a monument of the valour of a renowned 
knight- errant, named Sir Evan Caeserius, 
buried in the spot, and who, in his day> 
made terrible havock of these animals in 
InglewQod Forest. 

At length, after visiting several other 
places of note, they reached their destina- 
tion at Keswick. Seated on a bold preci- 
pitous eminence on the banks of the lake^ 
the ancient fortress, that knew lord Se- 

berghara , 
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berghaiti for its roaster, commanded ai> urn 
interrupted view of the adjoining scenery, 
where beauty and sublimity are so wonder- 
fully blended — where the imagination is at 
once astonished and deh'ghted^ the mind 
awed^ yet elevated, by the horrible magni- 
ficence, yet romantic grandeur^ that alter- 
nately meet the view. 

Immediately before it the lake spread its 
chequered bosom, hemmed in with its rude 
chaotic assemblage of perpendicular moun- 
tains and steep wood-covered hills, here 
rising immediately out of the lake, there 
falling back in ruinous and rude confusio/i, 
as if heaped on one another from some ter- 
rible convulsion of nature: here again 
shelving and bending over it, as if me- 
nacing to bury their cloud-capped heads 
within its waves, forming Na circus of the 
most astonishing and stupendous descrip- 
tion. 

The purple haze of evening was spread- 
ing over the scene, imparting a cold and 
dreary aspect to it, as the travellers arrived, 

. H G that 
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that chilled their feelings^ and rendered 
the cheerFuI blaze of the oak that burned 
in the hall not a little pleasing to them. ' 

The baron, in -particular^ enjoyed the 
domestic comforts of the blazing hearth ; 
seated in an antique chair beside it^ he 
gave way to the exhilaration it inspired, in 
a manner that communicated something of 
a similar feeling to all around him. 

But had a gloomy impression remained^ 
the beauty of the succeeding day was well 
calculated to disperse it. The sun, rising 
with all his summer warmth and refulgence, 
gave to these mountainous regions a rich- 
ness of colouring that softened their savage- 
ness. 

Day hadtscarcely opened ere the neigh- 
bouring nobles, apprized of the arrival of 
lord Sebergham and his illustrious guests, 
hastened to pay the compliments due on 
such occasions; and a scene of continued 
revelry now commenced at Grey CliflF 
Tower, well adapted to please the lovers of 
pleasure, and afford Jord Sebergham an 

opportunltj 



TRECOTHICK BOWEl. 157 

opportunity of displaying his courtly taste 
and princely magnificence. But^she in 
honour of whom all was contrived con- 
tinued pensive and unsocial ; not*but what 
hef pride was highly gratified by the uni- 
versal homage she received; but the idea 
of the levity she had acted with, united to 
a still too tender recollection of him the 
instigations of ambition had induced her 
'voluntarily to resign, continued to disturb 
and enjbitter her tranquillity. 

If at any miiment her heart acknowledged 
a feeling of returning peace, it was in wan- 
dering through the romantic scenes around 
the Tower; so soothing is the view of N^a- 
ture, so solemnly impressive its sublimity. 

The traditions connected with many of 
these heightened the interest they were 
calculated to inspire; in particular, that of 
St. Herbert, the remains of whose romantic 
hermitage, in a beautiful island of the lake, 
she was early taken to see by the enamoured 
Sebergham. 

Hither^ said the legend, he retired to 

avoid 
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avoid the intercourse of map, and for the 
purposes of penitence and prayer. Nothing 
could be better adapted than the retreat he 
chose, surrounded as he was by the lake, 
with rocks and mountains, the drear abodes 
of everlasting solitude and barrenness, his 
daily prospect, and the voice of waterfalls 
on every side inspiring melancholy, and 
exciting to meditation, except when over^ 
powered by the raging of the wintry blast; 
bellowing through the rents and caverns of 
the mountains, like a spirit of darkness 
struggling to free itself from torment. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

« A tale of the times of old. The deeds of days of otiitr 
years." 

'* Dost thou not hehold, Malviiia, a rock with its head of 
heath? The thistle is there alone, and sh.eds its aged 
beard. Two stones, half sunk in the ground, s!»ew their 
heads oi moss. The deer of the mountain avoids the 
place, for he behold* the grey ghost that guards it; for 
the mighty lie^ oh Malvina I ia the narrow phiin of the 
rock." 

St. Herbert was of ^ax€n origin ; he was 
of the chiefs who had possessed themselves 
of the northern part of the island^ and by 
the foundation of the seventh kingdom, 
formed the Heptarchy* In the school of 
•valour was he trained ; early was he taught 
to bend the bow^ to wield the spear, to 

lead 
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lead the flying chace; his sword was a me- 
teor of death, and on the flying foe he still 
hung forward. In the dreadful warfare that 
long prevailed between ^ the northern 
Saxons and the Cumbri, he bore a distin- 
guished part. At length the desolation of 
the wasted fields induced each party to 
wish for a truce ; and through the conces- 
sions of Cadwall, king of the Cumbri, to 
the haughty foe, it was at last agreed upon; 
he saw that without incurring destruction, 
he could not persevere in hostilities; the 
rising tombs of the valiant reminded him 
how much an interval of peace was re- 
quired, and accordingly he submitted to 
terms for obtaining it he would not other- 
wise have done. A son and daughter con- 
stiluted the family and chief pride of Cad* 
wall. The mild loveliness oF Morna re- 
minded one of the softness of opening day-— 
the manly beauties of Cerdic of itsrreful- 
gent noon. Many were the competitors 
for the love of the maid; but early had 
her choice fallen on Cathol, king of Mor- 

* ven. 
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Ven. while yet a mere youth, her brother, 
in a voyage to explore the shores of his 
native island, was driven by a storm on the 
vre^ern coast of Scotland, where Fergus, 
^father of Cathol, then reigned, and who, 
with the hospitality of the times> imme- 
diately invited the royal youth to his man- 
sion, thus affording an opportunity for 
the commencement of a friendjihip betweea 
him and^hisson Cathol — a friendship which^ 
^from the congeniality of their dispositions, 
the similarity of their ages, the mutual ad- 
miration with which they beheld each other, 
and many other circumstance, promised 
to be durable as life. 

On returning to Cumberland, Cerdic 
. was accompanied by his new friend ; and 
from that period a league of the strictest 
amity was formed between the respective 
kings, their fathers — a league that the 
prospect of an alliance between them, 
which, from the quickly-conceived passion 
of Cathol and Morna for each other was 
soon beheld, pronfiised to confirm. 

But 
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But alas ! the generous C^thol was des- 
tined to find his hopes deceitful ; hi$ father 
suddenly died, and ere the song of mourn- 
ing raised^ by the bards over his tomb had 
ceased, Cathol beheld himself threatened 
with th^ loss. of his dominions. 

From the noble Tr^nmor^ the first who 
bore the semblance of regal authority in 
Caledonia, he was immediately descended; 
but his right to the sovereignty, that from 
this circunstance devolved on him, was dis- 
puted by another branch of the deceased 
and daring chieftain's family. This con- 
tested right had often previously led to 
many terrible combats, but which still end** 
ing to the disadvantage of the aggressors, 
a hope was entertained of their- being no 
more renewed ; but it was a hope destined 
to disappointment, for it was only till they 
had strengthened themselves sufficiently for 
the renewal of hostilities that the inveterate 
foes of Cathol remained quiet. 

Obtaining, through undue means, the 
aid of the kings of Lochlin and Inistore, 
as well as of many of the distinguished 

chiefs. 
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cTiief^ of their native land, partly from 
selfish motives, partly a wish Cor the iitfer 
extirpation of a family which had imposed 
a yoke upon them their,proud and turbu- 
lent spirits could ill permit them to brook, 
they attacked Cathol, while yet absorbed 
in grief for the loss of his affectionate 
sire. But though unprepared for the 
bursting of the storm, he did not shrink 
from it, till convinced,- from the loss of 
his house's ancient alliances, he must, for 
the present, wage unequal war — a convic- 
tion no sooner admitted, than conceiving 
it a greater proof of magnanimity to sub- 
mit to dire necessity than rashly oppose it, 
he determined on quietly withdrawing from 
his dominions, and^ seeking, in person, for 
assistance to recover them : but ere he 
could prevail on himself to carry this latter 
part of his determination into effect, love 
impelled him to pay another visit to the 
, residence pf Cadwall. Deeply affecting 
was the meeting between him and his loved 
friend, and deeply did that friend regret 

his 
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his inability to afford him the aid he so 
much required ; but, alas ! his native fields 
yet lying waste from the cruel ravages of 
war, and the chief of the warriors of Cumbri 

■ 

slain, all he could do was to utter fervent 
wishes for his obtaining it elsewhere, and 
while he sought it in one quarter, to pro- 
mise to endeavour to obtain it for him in 
another. 

The fears that had involuntarily gained 
admission to the harassed bosom of Cathol, 
of the cruel reverse in his fate occasioning 
some alteration in the sentiments of Morna, 
were dissipated by the tearful assurances of 
the maid herself, and the ardent ones of 
Cerdic — '^ Dear as she is to my heart," 
cried the generous youth, as he witnessed 
theif solemn betrothment to each other, 
^' yet did she think of falsifying her vows, 
in the hour of adVersity, to him to whom, 
in the season of prosperity, she had plight- 
ed them, I would tear her from it, as un- 
worthy of the race to which she belongs ; 
with watchful jealousy will I guard her 

for 
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for thee^ and powerful must be be indeed 
who shall rob thee of her." • 

Consoled by the confidence lie was al- 
lowed to repose in love and friendship, the 
youth set sail for the co^st of Ullin^ on the 
king of which both consanguinity and gra- 
titude gave him many claims for succour; 
for often, to aid him and his predecessors 
in their battles, had the warriors of bi« 
house crossed the blue waves that ^divided 
f\te kingdoms, and raised the hostile spear. 
Skilled in every martial exercise was the 
^' noble fugitive; whether he bent the bow, 
wielded the headlong spear, or scaled the 
beetling precipice, to battle with the eagle 
in his dangerous airy, he bore away from 
each competitor the meed of valour. , 

But not alone in these did he excel-— 
with minstrel skill he touched the harp^ 
and raised the song of grief; but amongst 
the daughters of Beauty that had melted at 
the sound, none had ever fixed his wan* 
dering glances, but the mildly-blushing 
Morna, the al&anced bride of his wishes. 

But, 
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But, alas! when fickle fortune proves 
an enemy, how many follow her example ! 
Though in secret Cadwall did justice to his 
worth, yet no sooner did he find him a fu- 
gitive from his kingdom, than he began 
to repent the engagement he had sanction- 
ed between him and his daughter, and 
wish for a pretext for breaking it off. From 
the first blushing dawn of her beauty, he 
had indulged a hope of its being the m&ans 
of procuring him some powerful alliance-— 
an alliance for which recent circumstances 
had now rendered him more anxious than 
ever. But how, in honour, could he break 
it ? — how make the misfortunes of the 
youth an excuse for doing so? With 
shame he shrunk from the thought, and a 
conviction that even though he should be 
able to prevail on himself to do so, be 
never could succeed in obtainino: the con- 
currence of the high-minded Cerdic to the 
measure. 

In this fluctuating «tate, chance threw 
him in the way of Herbert, as, availing 

himself 
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liiimelf of the truce to stray wherever in- 
clination led, he pursred the chace one 
day amidst the deep ravines of the moun- 
tains that lay contiguous to the habitation 
of Cadwalh 

- Pleased with the appearance of the gal- 
lant youth, and solicitous besides, from 
motives of policy, to recommend himself 
to his regard, he hesitated not to ask him 
to partake of the cheer of his hall — an in- 
vitation which was as frankly received as 
freely given. 

Here the ardent eyes of Herbert scarcely 
encountered the blue rolling ones of Mor- 
na, ere on her they became fixed alone. 
The sadness that at times, like a fleecy va- 
pour over the face of the moon, hung 
upon her brow, her kind ling blushes, as from 
time to time she met his ardent glances, the 
tremor of her soft hand when touched by 
his in the mingling dance, the sighs of her 
heaving breast as the strain of love swelled 
from the harp, all gave an attraction to her 
beauty that rendered it resistless. 

But 
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But not unnoticed were the feelings it 
inspired by the watchful Cerdicj^ jealous of 
the maid on account of his friend. 

Seizing an opportunity of speaking apart 
to the proud Sa;ton, he abruptly intro? 
duced the subject of her engagement— 
^' Let not therefore the consideration of. 
her being the daughter of your host in- 
duce you, noble Herbert^i to distinguish 
her by your attentions.'' He added, *' let 
them be the tribute of your admiration to 
some other who is at liberty to requite them 
with her smiles, such as neither her own 
feelings, nor. the knowledg%of my jealous 
vigilance, will permit Morna to grant." 

How indignant were the sensations this 
declaration excited in the breast of the 
haughty .Herbert ! Believing the smallest 
indication of his admiration must be flat- 
tering, he felt at once humbled and irri* 
tated by it. 

His frown of dark disdain was not un- 
marked by Cadwall^ who no more th^n his 

son 
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soil.had ceased for a moment, observing, 
rliinv. though with very different felrfings. 
r,. The advantages that must accrue front 
.911 alliance with him were too manifest not 
Co make him experience a strong sensation 
of pleasure at the manner in which he no« ' 
'jjticed Moma, and an equal one of anger 
tt the repulse, it was evident to him^ from 
. ihe gestures of each, his growing passion 
for her had received from Cerdic. 

But to express this displeasure he knevT 
. "^oold be unavailing. Incapable of bein^^ 
,.Varped from integrity or plighted faith by 
;;uay motive of policy or interest, to ex- 
:{>osftulate with the latter on the subject 
.>rouli^, he was well aware^ be of little sev* 
yice. 
^ '; Calmly, however, to yield to his wishes, 

:i^y Eiy^iPS'^^y ^^ what he now deemed his 
.^f omautic friendship for Cathol, was more 
^ihan he could prevail on himself to do. 
j-;f)-,ButL bisjdeterniination to act contrary to 
.. l)iem he deemed.it but pruden,t to conceal 
-^r, tit^e pre^entr l^t of. exciting an oppp- 
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-iiiion Aat might prove inimical to hisplati^. 
Accordingly, letting nothing escape Wm 
that could excite a suspicion of his mean- 
ing iny thing injuri<)us to Cathol, he saW 
him depart, fotf the purpose of fulfilling 
the promise he hid pfledged him, ere Re 
madts an cffbrt for the accomplishmttit 'if 
these plans. 

Then properly instructing a Crafty Brf- 
^on, iiamed Reuthi, high in his confidence, • 
lie dispatched him to invite Herbett agafn to 
Ills mansion, with an intimsftion that rldither 
lienor his daughter had Jiny other ttibtWe 
for adhering to the engagement fornkxi 
%vith the king of Morveh, biit their Ateii 
of provoking the ire of his friend by breat- 
ing it, I 

There was too much of infegrityin the. 
noble countenance of Cerdic, in his fradk 
^nd unstudiisd manners, to permit the cnifty 
Herbert giving credit to this assertion, io 
contrary to the one he had heard from 
him; but madiy enamoured of the T>ca6- 
tcous Mornaj tie determiBed^btu:t as if lie 

■'■ beKevcd 
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..believed it. Such, however, was the native 
rectitude of his soul, often was he tempted 
to forego this detertniDatioD. But so still 
icnore interestingly lovely did each suc-^ 
ceeding moment render the maid in his 
cyets — the tender supplications she Jiad re- 
<couf5e to, for the purpose of inducing him' 
to relinquish his siiit--^the tears she sb^d 
jfor her absent Cathol — tb6 wishes she con- 
tinually breathed for his success^ as finally 
to decide him on prosecuting it. 

To win a heart so t^der^ must, he coq^ 
reived, be happiness in the extreme ; and 
4>nce ius, he doubted not of being able to 
i>btain it, from the opportunities such a 
icircunistance would afford of paying her 
those tender attentions best calculated to 
do so. 

Bat in vain did he persevere in his re* 
solution — in vain> profiting by the ab- 
jsence of hctr beloved Cerdic^ did her father 
£xert his 2iatboi;itj to induce her t<i listen 
favourably \q faimj notlMlig Qould bend 

1 2 her 
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^erto their wishes^ till falsehood was re* 

•sorted to for the purpose. 

By means <>f bribed agents of her father, 
-she "was led to belfeve that Cathol had 
proved fake to his plighted vows — that, 
for the purpose of obtaining the aid of the 
king of Ullih, he had accepted the offered 
liand of his daughter, Roscrana. 

fiieapable of believing a parent so re* 
•vered could thus cruelly impose upon' a 
child, she ^v6 implicit faith to the fictidri, 
and fn the frenzy it excited, becafnle the 
bride of Herbert. "^ ■ 

Scarcely haci she resigned the privilege 
of weeping* over the Supposed perfidy of 
her lover, ere she was summoned by a conf- 
fidant to a secret interview with a persbft 
In disguise. 

Trembling -with presageful fears, she 
t)beyed, and on the dropping of the cloak 
in which the majestic form of the stranger 
ivas envcflopedi found herselflh the arms 
of her belovSd Cerdic« But the shriek ojf 

• Wild 
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wild surprise that wscs bursting from her 
lips, was preyented by his conjuring her 
iit>t to let it. be discovered that he was 
therdj his unexpected return being on a 
business it was necessary to conceal — no 
other than to put her on her guard against 
various plots and pldti& contriving for tliet 
purpose of rendering her unfaithful to her 
vows to Cathol, and which, through thd 
vigilance of a trusty ;agent left behind, bad 
been discovered to him« 

Morna, the freezing MQrna> listened 
^ith the forced calmness of despair to all 
be had to tell ; then wildly wringing her 
liands,> with a frantic exclamatiop that hit 
cfiutipn csgne 190 latej^ jCe^ lifcl^ oiv hii^ 

Long waft i^ ere she rf covered ta ^ 
existence she now bate^iiand still longer 
ere the alarmed Cerdic could obtain from 
her a collected account of what had passed ; 
but when at length he found she was the 
victim of deception—that the cruel arti^ 
l|ces contri^^ed against her happiness and 

1 3 his 
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his beloved friend's Had but too fatilljr 
succeeded^ no language could describe his 
fury. UnsheaAing his sword, he would 
instantly hare rushed upon the bridal parly, 
under the idea that Herbert t^as concern^! 
in these deceptions, but for die itlterposi<» 
tion of Moma. Clinging to his feet, she 
besought him, in all the agonies of app^re* 
tension, to abstain from such a measctre, 
if he wished to avoid a scene of Hoodshed; ' 
but her fear of thh being occasioned, should ' 
he act as the fory of bis soul impelled him> 
was not her only motive far striving to pre- 
vent him; she dreaded his' yielding to^ t%' 
might prevent the escape she meditat€^>^ 
and thereforei as much froM this ittni ai f 
any other, strove to oppose his doing' M'^^ 
for rather than be dragged to ihi 33fm^ of 
Herbert, death; in its most fri|^htfut fdhn, 
was preferable ttt^ her. 

Instead of avewgirtg her sorrow*, she im- 
plored him, i!f indieed he corrttniserated 
them, to aid her in avoiding further perse- 
cution, by cbttdiicting her to some retreat ; 

where 



^here die might remain undiscpvered^arow^ 
ing the determination she bad formed of 
seeking deaths rather than be given up to 
Herberts if he refused her. • 

. The bitter disappointment wbiqh such a 
mea&ure mpst be a means of inflicting oi^ 
ium, instantly induced the wrathful Cerdic 
to favour her escape. 

Hastening from the paternal.rooC they 
proceeded, with all the precipitation oC 
fear^ towards a distant retreat;, a plaintive 
sanpd ^'?^St emitted by an untouched harp. 
M Miortiil quitted the threshoKlrOnda lovv^ 
snurmuir heard in, the trees. But neither, 

real nor iqfiaginary. terrors cqul(j[ chex:k them.. 
ff^ffltfM^Ofeciding. ^^e d^ngers^an;! ^difi^uilies 
<jj^^fiiriyay..gloawng as vras ijight ^rpund^ 

^CWk 4U indeed, wi^re an aspect bleak amV 
dismal as tt^ altered prospects, of thc^ be^tr| 
stFucH Mo^r)^;. y^t. at intiervals> a$ if in 
Kity>, the rpo^:^ 3))ew9d h^r p^lq f^ce. At^ 
Ifogtb. tbey r^^chedf the destined spot,, a^ 
rude !csiv^> midway up a stiipemdo^s nioun^. 
tiiin^ ^ce&ding, as it wes?^ Jn](9^ the veryr 

1 4 clouds^ 
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cloiids^ and covered to the Very uttermost 
summit^ wjth woods rustling above woods* 
Through these a foaming torrent came 
tumbling into a deep chasm> formed by z- 
jent in the mountain^ where the black«> 
jiess of the shelving rocks, overgrow^t 
,with fern and wild plants, formed ji^ 
striking contrast to the lucid brightnes^- 
of the water, *' when through the broad- 
headed groves- of the hill," the moof|- 
shone upon the sjpot. Awful was the 
sound of the torrent to the ear of the 
trembling fugitive, and chilling the blast- 
that rushing down through the wbodis, 
wemed as if repelling her approach'. 
' Within the cave dwelt an aged bird if' 
there bent he in the thoughts tif-iotfecifr' 
years, and often>' it wsis said, voices^ mdni^ 
than human met his listening ear.' • 

To hh care the unhappy Morna was coftt*' 
mitted for the present; presagefibt of evil,' 
she would have pre^venfted the imihediatd 
dejp^rture of Ccrdic, but her efforts fdt 
the purpose were unavailing; yet strove 

Ke 
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he; to calm, her appr^heDsipns^ by ppomis^i^ 
of>a apeedy return* 

The aged Carul attended his descending: 
steps sonie way down the woody path^ in 
order to * be better instructed as to the 
cause of the weeping Morna's grief* 

As> straining her .sights she watched the 
niaj est ic form, of Cerdic gradually receding.^ 
from her view^ a low rustling sound in the 
cave occasioned her to turn hastily, and in. 
the light ef the lamp that was suspended^ 
from the rocky roof^ something bright 
flashed upon hei; eyesk. 

Surprised^ atarmed, her knees tremblings , 
her heart wildly throbbing, she advanced. 
a few :steps> and beheld, in the arch of. an- 
inner cave, the tall figure of a half-armed. 
W2irr4or leaning: on his sword,, and earnestly 
regarding her. She pausedin suspensive 
terror, uncertain whether it was indeed a. 
living form she saw, or*the ghost of some 
departed chief yet lingering fqr.t^e sound 
of his. praise. It. seemed tq advance — a. 
shriek, wild and piercings burst from her 

I 5. lips^ 
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lips^ yet not a shriek of. terror, for ad^ 
denly the features of Catho) Mrere dkeldsC^ 
to her Yiew. 

Fainting tfftrongh the surprise of the mo- 
Trtent, lie caught her in his arms. His ar- 
dent caresses, his passronate whispers, 
quickly recalled her to life. She looked 
up — she met his dark ^yes beaming vritb 
rapture on her— -she saw smiles of mingled 
joy and tenderness playing over his €Oftin>« 
tenanqe. It was erident then he knew no* 
thing of what had happened, and was the 
wretchedness of her fate t6 be aggtavated 
by being the person compelled to disclose 
it to him ! Groaning in agony, she made 
a feebly but ineffectual attempt to burst 
•from him. 

Still, stHI he strained her to hte throb- 
bing heatt-^still, still he gazed with height- 
ening rapture on her varying cheek — 
'' How is it that I behold 4hee hete?" he 
cried, ''did sdihe secret presage, some 
dream of the wight, impel thee hither?" 

^' Alas!'* in a^ony tiurst from the qui* 



venng 




veriDg lips of MojrnA ;^ Jben suddenly check- 
ifighefB^U, " jir^ts^y/' she refMrped, /' ta 
"Whpt thy b^ipg-b€;re js OY^ipg. XJreat would 
b§ ihe al^rpf^cxcjl^qd. bjr, t|;i(j, c^F9^?V|lpce^ 
but ^or thy happy looks,'' . j 

M^Briefly.theiv'" replied the hpW? C?-; 
thol; *' si|<;eee4ing in ipy ^pRliqaMpn. ti^ 
the king of Ulh'n^ I could nptjp^mn Tfpv^ 
iYUli§s$iQg the joy whijpl) I welj kn?w the 
intelligence pf ray ^iipopie^s would iwpArf 
to yott wA fny frM^nd ; ^kcgordingly, isome 
Jittle^ilQ^ b^ipg qecesaary tp C0ll|?ct the 
mzt^ifm pt^fip^ I .fpoI( a^vantaj^ of th^ 
cifci|iii9t'9i)o^ to, hapten hither for the- pur- 
pose; but wi^hipg tp conceal the visit, le^t 
it should draw, iippn iqe the imputation of 
committing tp others the. care of my ipte- 
rest^ I took refuge here tUl night^^pn land* 
tng this morning op th^ cpaslj and being 
overpowered with fetigye, fell into a prq- 
ibund sleep a few hours ago, from which 
I was awaked^ by fancying I heaid your 
$oft voice calling upon me for help/' 

X Q Morna 
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Morna wrung her hatiBsi^*' Oh, tn-vafn^ 
Tn vain should I not have called tor-l*;** die* 
cnea, ''' had I styoner gectv thfefe r ^ He 
^ould rid Ibft^et'detiainf fiery bursting frbn* 
his grasp^ she staggered td ^further par© 

, . * ■ ' » . . • - , 

pf thcf caVe, and Teahing against il projec- 
tion oJT' the* rdcfc^ wall, covered^ her^Cacd 
i^ith her hand^' - 

The alarmed^ C«htil foirowed;h^'imi 
))I6reil her t6 et^ih thie cause of the ago- 
nizing emotfons he witnessed ; but M<Nrn^ 
could' nbt bring herself ta attend to hia 
sijpplicatfon — could not bring hei^M* te 
say there was tiow guilt in reeeiVfrtg- the 
tender caresses he bestowed-^in listening 
to the impassioned assurances he uttered. 

In the midst of his entreaties, the vener- 
able Car ul entered ; in a moment he di- 
vined the cause of the scene he witnessed 
— *' Unhappy pair,^ he said, as softly he 
approached them^ *^ could the compassian 
of Carul alleviate thy sufferings, how sooo 
would they be assuaged !'* 

' CathoU 
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Cathol/starting ficrm. the £eet ofMorna^ 
^most vftercely demanded an explanalioa 
of thes» words ? 

Gently laying: his I^umI upon his arnt^ 
Garni .would .^ have Icd.ibim to a distance 
from .Mornai;- bnl^ resisting • the. efTart*-*. 
^ No/* ssLid be,'* here, biefore. her %iha 
must alone occasion my bliss or woe^ will 
I hear what' IJiave to suffer/': 
- As explained to him by Cerdic^ Garul 
proceeded to inform Jhim. 
t Ab, how did every dream of happiness, 
every hope of bliss^ bocdme dissolved as 
he Ibtened to the •iruel recital ! Alter- 
nately did his eyes flame with resentment 
—alternately become dimmed with tears, 
as they fell upon the lost Morna. 

^ " But she shall be avenged ! "^ he at length 
exclaimed, with bursting rage; '' the de^- 
spoiler of my bope& shall not glory in his 
triumph !" He would have fled, but was 
prevented by Morna franticly arresting his 
course* She . iinploried,. she besought him 
to give^p the revenge he meditated — to 

reserve 
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reserve, the eKertibns wbrcb coaid not now 
serve her for the retrieval of his o^vn fois. 
tunes; so entangled was she w; misery^ sho 
represented tp: him,' that human tofian^ 
could not.extricate herXrom it. Eor a mo<i 
metit her soft^ her. suppliant voice> bad 
power to calm his fury. ;' again he strained 
her to his breast^*«^agatn their sighs bliended^ 
their tears mingled ; then- again wrought 
up to still greater desperation, by the ti^n'- 
derness thus excited, he . suddenly . bura^ 
Crom her, and was again rushing (from i the 
cave, whea^ the kneeling form of Moma^ 
on the threshold, with out-stretched-, arms/ 
once more prevented him. . . 

He called upon Carul to force her tfaettce; 
but Carul, far from obeying, united with 
her 'in trying to hinder his departure. 
While yfet they opposed it, hasty steps wer» 
heard approaching; and in a minute aftei:^ 
all pale with affright," a youth belonging 
to Cad wall rushed in, with tidings of a ter^ 
rible affray' in the palace, owing to Cer- 
die's having returned r to denounce yen* 

geanc^ 
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geance for the wrongi done to hh sister' 
and his- fVretid, and Herbert's in vain de- 
manding his bride. From the t>umber and- 
fietccness of IVis followcrti* fce ftiiWh feared 
for the life of Cerdie, he sard^ and had 
therefore fled the palace> for the purpose 
of spreading an alarm. 

Cathol heard no tnore; swift as an ar- 
row from a bow, he fled to the succour of 
his friend; human opposition could no 
K>nger have stayed him, had the danger of 
her loved Cerdic, and the receding senses 
of Morna, allowed her to offer any further 
to his departure. 

Wild with terror, often in the course of 
this terrible night would she have rushed 
out, but for her dread of falling into the 
power of Herbert, 

As he promked, Renon, from time fo^ 
time, brought her tidings! of what was gOf 
ing forward. 

Dreadful were these tidings; the truce 
between the Cumbri and the Saxons was 
broken } the insult offered to 4he son of 

their 
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tbeir king^ by the detention of^ his bride,, 
aflfording the latter the fliir pretext they 
had been wishing for the purpose. 

Ob haWj as hapless Moriia; listened to 
these tidings^ and heard of the wide-spread- 
ing desolation she was the means of occa* 
sioning, how did she wish that, like the 
fair floweret of some lonely vale^ she had 
passed away unseen!, 

At length, to avoid the dreadful alterna- 
tive to which she was reduced, of either 
resigning herself to the arms of Herbertj. 
or else allowing her native fields to ba 
again laid was te^, she resolved oa seeking 
deaths 

The means of effecting this resolve wero^ 
not difficult; the cave that afforded hec 
shelter in former times had been a. retreat 
for the hunters, and st-ilt many ancient 
pieces of armour hung within it% Equips 
ping herself in the arms of a young war^ 
rior, she hastened to the field of warfare. 
The death she sought she was- not long in 
finding. On a sudden she beheld Cath^l 

and 



,and Herbert, the former wounded, encoun- 
terifi^ each .other. Staggering from loss 
of blood/ Gath^l fell ; and taking advan- 
tage of the circumstance, Herbert's arm was 
uplifted 'Against him, when^ with a wild 
shriek of terror^ Moma rushed forward, and 
in^lier bt^kt'of snoW^^ece]Yed (the blow 
design^ for bis^. The spear dropt frotH 
her hand; and aoAly pronouncing his nam^ 
4illid sunk beside bin); 

ButhoW describe the feelings of each^ 
of the lover and the husband, alike recog'* 
nis^d as was hef vbke by both at the mo-* 

* The h^vy eyes of Cathoi undbsed ; hut 
4he*sucdour be wonld-have afforded, the ar«« 
' resting hand' jof: death 'p^ipvented; already.'! 
Iiad its damps stole over hin^-^alresldy itst 
mists dimnied fiii sight'; he Vrasdestin^d to 
Bleep on other shores thati his native : ones.: 
*-^to leave to others to.dispute. the.'inherl«? 
lance of Morvem •: ?.. ' '^ : • 

But prompt was the succouf of Herbert ; 

tearing 
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tearing' the blood yr mail froiat lifr brtfatf « . 
he called alpud for assistance; but A^awij^; 
was it tendered; iaindy strugglirtg^ witb. 
those who would. have, raised, Bei^ Moma^ 
again sighing Corth. his nami»» sunie lifelisss 
upon the (aosom of her Catholw . . 

. Oh what wojuld not Herbert . bas^ti mllrtr/. 
quisbed: to ipreserve her life^r^the life- toa. 
of his noble rival L Oh whatj what, would i 
he not have sacrificed ^t this mpment i»^ 
have been able to think he was noX the oc- 
casion of their. 'deafh 1 i • , » 
Too late repentai^t^ lib: conduct to^, 
wards the hapless lovers, in agonizing: ren*. 
inorse he hung over them> now ,trying:':ta 
persuade himMlf Mofna still breath^. v^owt; 
fraAticIy imploring the fovglveHira;. : of tfae-^ 
injured Catbel. . . . . ' -^f; ; -.1 
The wild exelamatioDS oi^ bis despair for. 
a^few minutes suspended, the raging o£liie.; 
battle.; but it w^s only tili.Cerdic waa ap* • 
prized of what had happened* . Qn sod^r 
denly missing Catbol> ^^ihis eyes looked 

/ wildly 



\fi\d\y rotrnd ha search of hit friend ;'' too 
s&oh ditf he ascerfain bis fate> and with it 
tftaf of his mter, his loved Moras. 

But the grief it occanoned found tia 
vent in sighs or groans; the tempest it 
kindled in his 9ou} could cfiAj be allayed 
by^e destruction of the fMi Agahi^ Kto 
ar meteor of dieath^ dfd be fltfmie tbroagfo 
the field-^gain did death dimly stride be** 
""bind his shield, but in dealing it ajround he 
IXiet his own. In the pride of his strength, 
the refulgent noon of his daiys, fell the last ' 
hope 6f Cadifall. Hastening to hit suc«^ 
cpur» on seeing him helnmed in by a party > 
9f the toe, he arrrived but in time to see 
him fait beneatk tiieir spears. « At theia-^ 
statit slppfMched'iHe lifeless bodies of Ga*>< 
tfiol and his Mornai/ borne on the'^hieide 
of the warrmM, Hi6 MvH, tbaC niiver wasi 
eubdtied before, fainted within him at the* 
sight ; in the death of his children he «awi. 
the extinction <^f his hopes— in the extinc- 
tlion of these hopes, a merited punishment 
for Msr breach of faith; despairingly hot 

dropt 



188 TBECOTHICX BOWJHU 

dropt his arms^ the spear that bad beeh 
lifted up in vain in defence of his son^ the 
round shield of his forefathers, and was 
conveyed from the mournful field never to 
review it. 

Bursting with the frenzy of desperation 
alike from friend and. foe, Herbert, at a 
distance!, followed the mournful proces* 
-^n. Pale and cold as the moonbeams 
that fall upon the* summits of her native 
mountains, he saw the lovely Morna and 
her lover laid beneath the shadow of 
a rock — he saw the stones of the valley 
heaped up on high, to mark to futufe agea^ 
with their heads of moss, the bed of then 
reposei, The aged bardsrof her faoqse col- 
lecting round it, raised there the song of 
grief; nor was hers^the name alone- heard 
in the song ; to. Cathol too it was? also raised, . 
that, like bers, his spirit might depart with 
joy on the wings of the wind. 

But whose were the lamentations that 
succeeded to theirs?— who the mourner 
thdt> concealed amidst the foliage of the 

cold 
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cold dripping rock, impatiently watched 
for their departure, to vent, over the spot, 
the bursting* an rruish of his bosom ? Alas ! 
the wretched Herbert. All night be wept 
amidst the broken clods — all night lay he 
extended on the damp earth. There be- 
moaned he the hour in which they had 
met — therfe renounced he, for the dear sake 
of his lost Morna, all future joys and fame 
— *' Ob bapless !" he cried ; '• but for me, 
still might thy blue eyes have foiled in 
gladness^tni might life and happine& 
have been thine ; and thou, generous Ca* 
thol, thou who, like a young pine of the 
forest beneath the vengeful lightning, hast 
fallen^ through my means^ in all thy glow^ 
ing pride of yoiUh ariS manly beauty^-^ 
thou can I ever cease to deplbre? But, 
luckless pair, well shalt thou be 'avenged. 
On thy account, never mor^e shall Herbert 
be seen in the fields of the valiant, or the 
halls oif his fathers ; with j'emorse shall ht 
for ever think of *thee--Sn -solitude mourn 

^heeu'^i • '" ' ■■ 

With 
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With the rising beam of the east lie l*m- 
geringly departed : in every direction was 
he sought, but in vain; and at lengjth it 
vras concluded he had fallen in the battle^ 

But short was the period allowed for the . 
indulgence of grief at either side. In* 
flamed with deeper ire, with deadlier re* 
venge, froin what had passed, the war was 
renewed with redoubled^fury. 

With scarcely any intermission, .it con? 
linued to rage till the desolation of the 
wasted fields compelled a truce* Years 
rolled away without beholding its ravages 
repaired. The halls of the valiant were 
deserted ; and in the caves of the wild 
jrockis and mountains, the chief af^l the 
vassal alike sought refuse. 

But though lost to the world, Herbett 
was still within hearing of these disastroiis 
tidings. In seeking^ a distant solitude, he 
had strayed to Laydx^fafne, or Holy Islahd# 
«s even tl^ea it w^s. cpU^? from being a 
retiring plaxri^ *f»r such tof .the religions ^as 
wished to wean themselves entirely from 

the 
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ilie worfd; iOf ibcBC St. Ctifhbert was 
chief ;\aDd presently, l^ecoming acquainted 
withhixn, the 'beTorei but hair*ieti]ighfened 
Herbert aodir bec^mie ^ iiuch a convert, 
through fipisineans^ )te to be induced foN 
^tAaHytO'YetydCfnde that EWorld which in his 
"heart hd h«tft aliready done. >t 
• Biiried ^bieti^th ti tbwY was now that 
countenance that still glowed with the fire 
!df yo4ith Md the enthostiksni of genius^ and 
^passed -in' melaricfholy vigils those liights 
that had het&^fote been devoted to spread-* 
kt^i^h yitM flaWe of the beacon ^f wai-, 
-or in awaWng the tremWing chords of the 
-floweii-cfbwticU harp at the^ ccmiinand of 
beanty. . •<< • • 

' Uninterrupted iti his refle^liomi on thtt 
■paist, hfe' remorse daily -increased, till at 
length be was induced by it to decide on re« 
nounclng all further intercourse with man. 
iThe pious Guthbert approve of the re- 
solve; and by -confirn^ing him. in it, by his 
approval, evinced his practising/the sel& 
denial be |>reached ; for so greatly was Her- 
bert 
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With the rising beam of the east lie lin- 
geringly departed : in every direction was 
he sought, but in vain ; and at lengjth it 
vras concluded he bad fallen in the battle^ 

But short was the period allowed for the . 
indulgence of grief at either side. In* 
flamed with deeper ire, with jdeadlier re* 
venge, froin what had passed^ the war was 
renewed with redoubled^fury. 

With scarcely any intermission^. it con- 
tinued to rage till the desolation of the 
wasted fields compelled a truce. Years 
rolled away without beholding its ravages 
.repaired. The halls of the valiant were 
deserted ; and in the caves of the wild 
jrocks and mountains, the chief af^l the 
vassal alike sought refu.ge. 

But though lost >to the world, Herbett 
was still within hearing of these disastrous 
tidings. In seeking a distant solitude, he 
had str^ed lo Lavdi^fafne, or Holy Islahd# 
«s even then it w£is. cpUed, from being a 
retiring plajcie «f»r such tof the religious ^» 
wished to wean themselves entirely from 

the 
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the worfdt Of itbese St. Ctifhbert was 
chief ; ^aod presently l)ecoming acquainted 
withhixn/ the 'beTorei but ha1f*eh]ightened 
Herbert sodir. bec^mie ^ Buch a convert, 
through Jivsmeani;, )te to be induced foN 
itAa)ly toYeftdClnde tbsrt iwoild which in his 
Iwarthd haA ^liready done. >t * 

Btirrcd ^Wii^^th fei tbWY was now that 
countenance that still glowed with the fire 
:df youth ^Yid the enthtistlisni of genius, and 
^passed 'in' melancfholy vigils those nights 
'that had h^etofol-e been devoted to spread-* 
ki^i^h ^Wld flaWe of the beacon ^f wai-, 
-or in awaking the tremWing chords of the 
-floweii-ci^Wtidd harp at thei cdminand of 
beanty. '<^ - * 

' Uninterrupted in his reflecliomi on th^ei 
pa'st, h?s' remorse daily 4ncreiksed« till at 
length be was induced by it to decide on re« 
-flouncing all further intercourse with man. 

The pious Guthbert ^pprov^d of the re^ 
solve ; QTid hf cbnfinning him. in if, by his 
^approval, evinced his prac tiding/^ the self- 
4eiiial be preached ; for so greatly was Her- 
bert 
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xikbed — never to return— never to be re?* 
newed. Scattered arms still remained^ 'but 
itepalrted were those that had used them. The 
halls still opeped to admit the stranger, but 
silence and desolation alone met ))hn there. 

He roved through the groves of the 
mountains^ but the winds of spring played , 
among them without alluring any to enjoy 
their sweetness; he scaled the elifl^^ but 
the daring eagle aloQe encountered him 
there. 

The terrible sensations exf^ited. by this 
^neral desolation would probably have 
tempted hira to forsake the place, but for 
his vow of solitude, and the punishment 
he conceived he merited. But austere 
only to himself, when at length his reti^at 
was known to the scattered natives, he be- 
came the refuge of the sorrowing, and the 
^dmonisher of the erring ; the guilty he 
reproved, and with thte miseiiablis be wept. 
The £ime of his sanctity spr^d beyoiidihe 
limits of the mpuntaios that toweced round 

hrm; 
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hiifl J'aiid :m tl>e coufse ;of a fiewirevrfyitig* 
yews after ^is. death, occasianed the. title 
iaf $aint lo ^be added to hm nouve. 

A sione, wiHh its head oficrass^iimijca^ to 
the inquiring, the spot where, near thp 
grave of his loved Morna, he rests. In 
mournrul converse there, half viewless, it 
is said they often walk, whilst, on the sides - 
of the mountains, * aerial troops renew the 
iierce combats of former days, till a blast 
comes and scatters the empty forms. 

But not to entire desolation was con- 
isigned the halls of generous Cerdic ; some 
few years after his race had failed, thechance 
of war gave them to the* possession of a 
noble Salon, *' and from Kim," said Morcar, 
concluding the legend, " am 1 descended. 

^* The valiant live in the songs ofjhe 
bards, and the memory of admiring poste^ 
Tity; .though no son remained to perpe- 
tuate the name of Cerdic, yet not without 
his fame has been the gqnerous chief. Plere, 
where he flourished and fell, where, mark- 
ed with the strokes of battle, his half-worn 
'- K 2 shield 
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>sfa4eld Still bangs^ amidst the scattered arms 
^of his fathers, have his praises been sting, 
-and emulation inspired in the breast of the 
youthful l>y the recital of bis deeds." 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP. viir. 

• * 

Sotnething like 
That V01C6, methlnks, 1 shculJ have somewhere hdani; 

• * • 

But doods of Woes have hurried it far off, 

Beyond my keu of iduK Dn ri>£X# ' 

• • • 

The tears of which MorcafbeguHcd Emp- 
meline ' as he proceeded^ gave her nevr 
charms in his eyes.—*'' Alas V* she musing! 31^ 
siglied'as he concluded, ''how dire are the 
consequences of artifice and inc/rdihate 
ambition !*' 
, The reflection striking to the very- heart 
of Mopcar^ the sigh was involuntarily echoed 
by hitn*. 

The trophied halls which she had often 
before listlessly roved through, were now 
viewed with a feeling of interest^ from the 

K 3 inures. 



] 9S TABOOTfflCJK^ BOIffiftn 

images connected with them in her mind. 
She would pilgrimize to the spot where 
the hapless lovers lay interred. Wild, sa-^ 
vage, solitary* here was nothing tliat did 
not tend to confirm the impression made 
by their story, A narrow stony vale, 
scantily covered with grass, and hemmed 
in by perpendicular, and in many places 
projecting, mountains, excluding all vie>Y 
beyond them, formed the scene: but if 
the eye was prevented wandering, hov^ 
vas the imagination led to range, by the 
clouds that sublimely floated osmc theUt 
immmitB:! involuntarily' did the mindr pk> 
ture thriiQ steering tcr unknown regionSi.cm 
foiling forward; to awftiUy congregate iit 
ck>me distant chamber of ttie sfcy: » 

The tender melancholy with whitali Bms 
meline returned imprest; Ted hp» lo^ soli- 
tude. Stealing' through one o^f thelovor 
halls of the towisr, loftily hollowed iifJ thti 
rock, and Hit by loopholes in ift she |eated 
hei-self in a retired spot contiguous to ili 
over which oate, embossed with* the mow 

of 
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of years, hung perpendicularly, while im- 
mediately above her the thick brrch waved 
its greien head, and directly before her-the 
lake, like a plain of burnished silver, beau« 
tifully reflected the cerulean sky, finely 
contrasted by the deep shadowisi of the 
mountains. 

Here, where all was wild, lonely, and 
romantic, she awaked the vibrating chords 
of the harp, in praise of the, departed; 
sweet and sad was the requieiti, well calcu- 
lated to dissolve the very soul in tender- 
ness. 

Its effect upon>he ardieJnt feelings of the 
enamoured' Sebergham may elEisier be con- 
ceived than de^rib^d. £vek< wa^ohfiil of 
her n^otionsi be had observed^ h^tf rethrin^^ 
and prompted by curiosity, 'fbIIowed> her 
in secret ; but though impelled by emor« 
tion, by the rapturous adrnfiration she in** 
spired,- to discover himself, he waa yet re- 
strained by a dread of oflEetiding. Not- 
withstanding all his caution, however, a 

£ 4 buiTsting 
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barsting sigh, in the fulness of his heartJt^ 
betrayed him. 

Emmeline would have chidden, but fof ' 
the sudden reflection oflhe right he might' 
conceive he had to follow her steps. Her.- 
very heatt sunk at the idea of this, right ; 
but alas! voluntarily granting it, as 9h<^; 
had- done, to -retract it was imppssible. 
The regret it excited was heightened by 
Ihe consideration of the motive that had. 
induced her to allow it, for the more she 
reflected on the conduct of the confiding 
Lestwithiel, the more severely she deenoed; 
it merited condemnation. 

Pertinaciously. adhering to his idea^loxd, 
Sebcrgham> Jn consequence, had failed of 
creatiftg,. in any degrefc,, an interest for. 
himself in! bar heart, that, interest which is 
was^not mol'c his sttidy to obtaiil, than now 
her wish to ;altew him ^. but the feeling^ 
cannot be forced ; all'we can do is to en- 
deavour, not to place ourselves in. situa- 
tions that may render it our afflicting duty 
to oppose them. 

Every 
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Every day increasing her repugnance te> * 
their iinion> she looked forward with (rem*- 
bllitg apprehension to the expiration of- 
the 'period altotted^ for their stay in Cum- 
berland ; aware 'that all attempts longer to 
retard it, after their return to Cornwall, 
would be unavailing. 

''Ah, why,'*' in agony she often asked 
herself, ''why so hasty? — why not abide 
by the resolution she had formed, of calmly 
awaiting the consequences that might re- 
sult from her engagement to lord Lest* 
witbiel?" 

Ah, what sufferings had she not incurr 
red !-^what future ones might she not have 
entailed upon herself, by herprecipitancy^ 
her wavering, her indiscretion^ in each in- 
stance ! 

Had she given herself a little time for 
reflection — had she allowed pride and am- 
bition to have less influence over her, 
might it not have struck her that there was 
as much reason to ascribe the detention of r 
her locket to lingering .tenderness, to a ■• 

K 6 Nfc^shs. 
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vish of retaining some tnemenio of haW il^ 
excited an interest in the1>rda^ of atfothetj. 
2s t6 any aspiring tiiougbt^ any ambitioud* 
design? Oh yes^ ir mitst^ it vrotild;. and* 
to avoid what was only idisali she sKouId^ 
not then have sacrificed^ what at the Hkh* 
ment was real^ her happiness. 

But for the motive to which he suspected 
it owing, lotd Sebei^am would have beeii> 
flattered by the regret she evinced a^ the 
ideaof quitting Cumberland; but imputing 
it to the right source, he not only felthuit, 
but so alarmed, as to be induced to deter* 
mine on an expostulation with tfae:baroii. 
on the subject, should any longer delay tio^ 
the celebration of their nuptials be at^ 
tempted, after their return to Cornwall; 

At length the day for setting out on thi» 
arrived ; fancying herself,- in the preceding 
journey, escaping from something dreaded, 
very different were the feelings of lady 
Emmeline on that and. the present one. 
Completely occupied now by one idea, 
the "varying scenes no longer engaged her 

attention. 
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attention. But with: all her horror of the 
approaching nuptials, she would infinitely 
tather they had taken place, than have had' 
them* deferre* through the cause they werei 

Her noble mother scarcely found herself 
again withrn her beloved home, ere she wa8» 
seized with a sickne^ that was qiuickly pro-- 
noupced mortal, and which, according^ to 
ihe prognostic, proved fatal in the course 
of a few days. The suddenhess of thFs 
aftrofce riendcred rl the heavier; the baron 
met it with fortitude; but at the same time 
not without i^ch feelings of regret and sop* 
rqyf as convinced him his happiness in^^ 
this life was for ever interrupted ; but En*- 
meline, less able to command befself,, for 
a time sunk beneath it» 

Afflicting indeed is the dissolution of 
such domestic happiness as they enjoyed ;. 
long is it ere the agonized heart can re- 
cover from the wounds inflicted by the loss 
of a dear relative-— long ere the mourner 
can viewi without ^ sensation ©f sickly dis^ 

/ .i ft gust. 
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gust, the scenes, in whkK they were happ^j: 
together. 

At length* assailed by the tears and en^ 
treaties of her . father, sjhe made an eS6r% 
io assume an air of cesignation ; but ere it 
ivas confirmed, an. afiair of moment iinex?< 
pectedly called him to another part of the 
kingdom; and at the instant he departed^ 
did also lord Sebergham^^ whose continue 
ance at the Castle, during this seasou o£ 
affliction^ had been sanctioned by the light 
in which he was now considered by: the fa«- 
mily^ but who, aware that all hope. of the 
celebration of his nuptials must, for the 
present, be suspended, had no hesitation^ 
in quitihig it at the time the baron did, 
being anxious,, indeed, to pay a transient 
visit to London, for the purpose of know- 
ing whether any tidings had reached it of 
Ilardwicke, of whom he had heard nothing: 
since his departure with lord Lestwithiel, 

Altered was now the general aspect oK 
Trecothick; its hospitable gates, for the 

present. 



TRECOTRICK BOWB^; S05 

present, closed against visitors — the wontddf 
pastimes of the peasants in the grounds re<- 
stricted — an air of melancholy the most 
saddening prevailed overall. 

Too much, however, was it in unisbiY 
with the present feelings of Emmeline hot 
to sooth them. To weep without restraint 
beneath the soft foliage of the woods, sigh- 
ing, as if in Sympathy with her sorrows-— 
to resign- herself to the fulL enjoyment olF 
the languid stillaesd that at times prevailed 
wkhin then) — to musingly watch the wan* 
dering sunbeams playing over the spark^ 
ling surface of some rippling stream, had 
in it something that at the same time it fed^ 
allayed her anguish. 

While thus, in finding the fairy hopes oC 
youth illusive, she was beginning to expe- 
rience the common lot of humanity, Ed- 
mund was undergoing a contrariety^ of 
feelings. 

He had proceeded some way on his 
journey, not a little delighted with the 
opportunities itafibrded him of gratifying 
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his- curioMty, and mucb pleased with hit 
compantoiij who, to a considerable por* 
tion of nalaral shrewdness,, united a good 
knowledge of the country, whcDx in ttaM 
Telling through: the Lionnois, they began 
to be overCaken: by night in a wood. Thef 
expedition which this circumstance wouM. 
hare induced was impeded by the ihequar^ 
lities of the groaird in this directfonr^ znd 
die dangeiDUS projeotions of the 4sinew^ 
roots of the olft t^eetk At length, remitting* 
his usuat caution for a moment^ the horse 
of Hardwicke, in desoending one of these 
uneven paths, stumbled, and threw his^ 
rider with, a violence against the knpttedi 
trunk of a tree, that for some minutes com--- 
pletely stunned Him, 

On recovering his senses> he found he 
had received a severe contusion' in his head,i 
and was besides otherwise so much bruised^ 
as to be unable to remount directly. 

Edmund having bounds up his forehead 
as well as he was able,, entreated him to 
try and make an efifort^ for the purpose ; 

but 



birtseatingr himself en'alittk'sjvell in Hie 
gpoundf he coiltimtdd to^ repeat his inabi^ 
lily to do sa;. tiU at length induced ta be** 
lieve the;8oltcitatidm: of Edmund owing toj> 
a < selfish: mottve>i he. peevishly deatoed binic 
to leave him to his hit, and no longer^ (ur 
bisaceount^ dday seekiiig; ar todgintg^for: 
the nigliK. . 

Forgivingf]fis^petulaii€i9> cm account o£ 
the sufferings ta: whidh he conceived it 
o>wing, Edmund calmly repiied> he should/ 
blush for himself^ if capable of so base a? 
desertion ; ad^ing« that since, unable to 
itiake the exertion 4ie wished, he would tty 
whether hcf ooiild- not^ discover some place- 
of shelter near; 

The conscience of Hard wicke smote him 
as he spoke^ so little was he conscious of 
meriting any attention from^him^; and as 
a just p^mishfient for engaging in the dark 
design against him,; he began to view the 
in}ury he bad met^ith. 

But in vain did Ed^utid traverse several 
of the adjacent path^i in hopes of at least* 

discovering 
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discovering the hut bfa woodman ; no tfaee 
of inhabitation met his view: at lerrgth^. 
proceeding farther in one direction tharr 
he- had before ventured tb do, the itiafS- 
sive towers of an ancient fabrrc> seated on- 
a rising lawn of fine verdure, suddenly rose • 
to sight, thrown forward full upon the 
gaze by the fiery glare imprest upon the* 
sky behind ir by the setting sdn. 

T^he effect of thi^ gorgfeous colouring • 
was heightened by the grey haze that m* 
every other direction was now beginning* 
to steal over the face of creation.* ' 

Edmund stopped, uncertain what to feet' 
or what to think. The aspect df the place^ 
and its profound stillness, proclaimed de^ 
sertion and decay, yet notwithstandiingit/ 
might be inhabited. 

Anxiously he gazed, but no flfttrngsha-' 
dow met his view; he listened, but no- 
sound of human voice was heard. 

Irresolute he stood for a few minutes;' 
The utter impossibility of now seeking 
shelter in any other direction then induced 

him 
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Iiim to step across the narrow rivulet which 
divided the lawn from the embosoming 
forest. As he ascended to the mansion^ he 
heard the drowsy song of the shard-worn 
beetle in the woodSj and more than once 
the bat flit past him oh' its leathern wing. 

The portal was closed. Knocking against 
it with his sword^ th<? folding, doors in« 
stantly gave way, and swinging back with 
a grating noise; discovered a highWaulted 
halU of considerable e^ttent^ terminated by 
a broad ascent of steps, evidently leading 
to the interior of the building, and with a* 
narrow staircase at either side, imroediateljr. 
witliiii the entrance, Conducting to a 'gal- 
lery above. "y-i ,?. ' '". 
..The glopm. of this p]t^cj9:Wa9 too welt 
adapted to excite suspicion dot tdiinduce 
Edmund to pause, after advancing a> few^ 
pac^s within it. As again he stood 3rreso^ 
lute, the doors by which, he. had entered' 
suddenly slapped to, with a violence that 
shook the fabric, and occasioned a sound 
that convinced him if any one was within 

it> 
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it, it must be the means of bringmg tbein 
to the spot* 

Under this idea> he remained motionlestf 
for several minutes^ when heating no one, 
and feeling assured from this that the piaco 
was, as its aspect denoted, consigned to 
decay, he had no Ibngec any hesitation in 
returning to conduct-his companion tofits 
shelter. 

GladaswasHardwicke to hear of any 
lareing procured, yet so great was the paiii 
he endured on attempting to rise,, from the 
wveritys of his bruises, as to be almost. de>« 
terred. fromi making an effort to reach- it. . 

Sncours^dby Edmund;, and amiire> beu 
sides, of the ill consequences likely to r&* 
8ulr from remaining exposed- to^ the open 
air alt night, he u/t length forced himself to^ 
do so*. £dmUnd gav« him an- ann to- leaA 
on, and with his other disengaged handled 
the horses,, the bridles of which he had tied 
together. 

Hanging these on a jutting stone at the 
portal, Edmund supported his companion 

up 
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ii]i the' ascent at tlsler^bottom of the* hall^ 
which having gained^ fbey; found ihetn-^ 
selves in si spacious chamber, but in sueh^ 
a; state of niin^ as to injdbce thenii to seek 
ehevfhcreifot shiritetL. 

-ADQOcdSflfgly^, passing! through a do^^ at 
the side, they at length found; themselves^ 
aftei^ travetsiog several othe)^' of equally 
deplotiablii appearance, : in. an apartment 
<:donvparatireIy itomfortarble. 
' Here Edmund^ left hjs' ^^ompanion for a 
feMF" minutes,; in order to secure the horses,, 
ifD^udDa mahner asishould prevent&ll fMn 
of iheici str|iyjng,i tod< get the provision* 
tjity carried. Haviogr made the. sufferev 
take some mfreshment, and particularly % 
gaiddi bumped €l6 coia rcU, which they had 
piiocuted at the last stage, be made up a 
fted^.as well as he was lablerfor him,.of th« 
Imb lange doadca" which ihey were wont tor 
wear <in twcfsltitig at night;/ and tbeo,. winh 
bis sword resting against his knee, threMn 
hiihseif into an old worm-eaten chair he 
found near one of the windows* 

Notwithstanding 
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Notwithstanding the &tiguelie had gcxvtr 
through^ he felt but little inclined to r e<>' 
pose; and besides; deemed it but right tc 
be upon the watch^ sincey notvrithstanditig^^ 
the apparent abandonment -or the phtrei,^ 
tliere was a po^ibility that it nffglif<frdtl)e 
one of safety. ' .. ^■ 

He had lately l^ut little time for refleo 
tion ; but now^ in tbk 'tioar pf soKtude and> 
silence, his thoughts: again began: tard^rert 
to his future prosrpects^ - and 'he sighied ta 
think tbatCfre this, perhdps^ hiis fate was de«^ 
cidedi by the unsuccessful result of lord Se-' 
bergham's application for him to the king, 
whichj fully confiding in his .promise, / her 
doubted not ^is making; ' ; li i'sa> what wac 
to become of his' dreams, df bliss^with the 
fair* heiress of -Trecothick ? Alas! like 
every other vision of happiness/ he should 
then be compelled ifoiri-egard theqa sis de^ 
lu^ve ;. .but would! she^ pt^rtjciipstti^ an • the 
disappointment ? . Ah/ could he doubt it,i 
after what had passed ?-rco.uldlie press Jvr 
locket to bis lips, and believe thecoiir 

trary? 
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trary? Oh no, mth a mingled sensation 
of pain and pleasure, at the idea of her 
^h^ring in his regret^ he felt he could not. 
^ His impatience, to be out of suspense 
peadered the accident that had occurred 
4oubIy difilressing.to him, from thef delay 
.he conceived it. not improbable it might 
.occasion. 

Distressed and. agitated by the thoughts . 
to v^hich . he had given way, he strove to • 
think: of something else. The solitary place 
ibe*was in gave scope to the imagination; 
.it seemed to him as if something of mystery 
.was connected with it. He could not help 
thinking that to some most particular cir- 
cumstance could alone be owing the de- 
sertion of so noble a pile — the perpetra** 
tion, perhaps, of some deed of darkness^ 
. some horrible crime, appalling to the re* 
^collection, within its gloomy walls. 

]Srom straining his sight, to penetrate the 
. ^obscuring gloom rof the chamber, be was 
I suddenly attracted to gaze from the window, 
. by the beams of a full-orbed meon, rising 

majestically. 



inajestieallyf with her dttiendiiigstar^ above 
the woods. 

He hailed the beauteous planet wMi a 
sensation of delight, bo dyeering was-eveu 
the partial dispersion of dai4cness it^^Mca^ 
sioned. The 'view it affoFded ikim beyond 
the window wa^ pleasing; thegr^und; eo- 
vered with a soft thick verdure, with ciomps 
of shrubs scattered over it, finely tH>n- 
trasted -by the gnskideur <if lAe aspiring 
woods at the other side, descended m gen tie 
inequalities It o the imargin "O^f ^ beatrtM^iil 
stream, that, from its dinectfon, he con- 
ceived to be the Soame, the pastoral foea<(- 
ties of which had befoi^e engaged his at* 
tention. As he> cowUnnplaIdd it, -some* 
thing flitted past the w»in^w,and the nest 
instant he heard a doer leading mmed lately 
from wrthout into the* apar-tment opening. 

Grasping his sword, he directly started 
up, ^nd retreated tO'wiEirds (t^be daH^k ^nook 
in which >be had contrived «tlbe bed ^f'Hard- 
wicke, who, by this t}n>e> was -buried in a 

profound sleep^ eonoeiWng k }Mitfptnide»t 

t0 
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to see who entered ere he allowed himself 
to be discovered. The moonlight that 
^streamed in at lhe4oor^ and windows im- 
mediately contiguous i6 it permitted him 
to perceive the tall majestic figure of a man 
advance into the room. About the middle 6( 
it he st<ipt For an instant^ and seemed to cas^ 
round him an inquiring look, then was 
again passing on^ when ^ deep groan from 
Hardwicke arrested his steps ; he paused, 
listened, again looked round bim^ (hen 
suddenly approaching the spot whence the 
sound proceeded, discovered the strangers^ 
and instantly sorted hack and fled ; £Jmund 
instinctively followed, -entreating him to 
stop, for the piirpose, if a person well in-- 
clined, of obtaining his services, if ill^ of 
endeavouring to prevent any mischief he 
might meditate ; but in vain he called«-^A 
vain continued to repeat 4iis assurances that 
be should not have any reason to repent 
attending 40 hifn» At length, after fol- 
lowing through a long successioH of 
gloomy chambers, 'be imagined bi^mself on 
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the point of seiaing him^ when be suddenly 
vanished from his view. 

More than ever pei'^aded^ from his re- 
fusing to answer^ that there was reason t<^ 
fear him, Edmund looked narrowly about 
for the passage by which he could have 
escaped, and discovered a low door under 
d staircase. 

After two or three violent efforts to 
open this, it gave way with a suddenness 
that occasioned . him to fall forwards; 
o« recovering himself, he perceived a 
low descent of steps^ and saw that he had 
fallen over the figure of a human being 
4stretched upon them. As well as he could 
discern, the size and dre^ resembled that 
of the person he was pursuing> and in con- 
sequence, under the persuasion.of its being 
him he saw, he stooped to raise Mm, but 
istarted back in horror, on finding he had 
touched the arm of a skeleton. Uncei'taia 
what to think, and equally undecided how to 
actj for that by this way his pursuit had been 
eluded he felt confideait^ and to -thepreva^ 

lent 
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lent superstition of the times was not an 
utter stranger^ he paused for a momeilf^ 
when suddenly a light flashed down the 
wall of the passage before bim^ and raising 
his eyes, he beheld the figure he *had beeii 
following at his side; involnntarily he again 
^started, but the excIamatioA he w^s about 
littering was pijevqnted, by bis being ac- 
costed' with an entreaty, in the French 
tongqei to excuse the caution that had 
been the means of occasioning him s5 
much trouble— *' A caution I should 'cer- 
tainly have deemed unnecessary, had I ear- 
lier had a view of that cbuntenance/* con- 
tinued the stranger, with a benevolent 
Jsmile brighteiiirjg over his own. 

Edmund, well versed in modern as well 
as ancieni lore, having thanked him for his 
implied compliment in the same language^ 
proceeded to inform him of the accident 
to which was owing the circumstance of 
their meeting under that roof. 

** I brh happy," resumed the StraitigtSr^ 
ittet attentively listening to him, ^^ that it 

ybu u i is 



218 TRECOf&ICK fiOW£R, 

is in my power to render you the service 
you so much require. . Your suffering 
companion shall be conveyed to a place 
better adapted for him ; and whatever fur- 
ther accommodation I dan afford^ rely on 
freely commanding." , 

Edmund again thanked him^ nbt^ how- 
ever, with a perfect feeling of ease; the 
prostrate skeleton, and still more, the sba^ 
dow of another man he just at the moment 
discovered, suspiciously peeping out from 
a pr^ccting doorway, with the light that 
had illumined the passage, united to render 
him uneasy. Convinced, however, that 
liow to evince any thing like distrust could 
answer no good purpose whatever, so com« 
pletely was he committed, he endeavoured 
lo assume an aii* of traoquillity. . 

The stranger calling to the other by the 
name pf Jacques, he came forward, and^ 
with hi& light, preceded them to the apart* 
ment where Hardwieke had been left, and 
whom they found in a state of extreme ter* 
ror^ the exclamation •^of Edmund having 

awoke 
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awoke hiw, and exciccid z, belief of their 
bei^ig in danger. 

Edmund, briefly relating what had hap« 
pened^ succeeded so far in calming his 
apprehensions^ as to prevent any opposition 
to the proposal of removing him to another^ 
jpjiTt of the building. Supported by him and 
the stranger, with Jadques lighting the way, 
he gained a distant chamber, in one of the 
outer towers, furnished with a bed, on 
which» he was immediately placed, and 
where, from the comparative comfort in 
which he found himself, and the effects of 
another large bumper of wine, he soon 
again sunk to repose. 

No farther attendance on him being then 
requisite for the present/ Edmund followed 
the stranger into an adjoining chan)ber, 
containing a table well covered with com* 
fortable.fare. Of this Edpiund was pressed _ 
to partake, with a friendliness that failed 
not^-of its due effect upon his feelings ; but 
by this time^ the suspicions that would have 
itupeded gratitude were completely sujb- 

-hi du6d. 
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dued. The courteous manners of his eh- 
tertainer, his noble aspect, and thfs mingled 
tlignity and grace coiispki/ous in every 
look and gesture^ all coni^ired to inspire 
him with confidence^ and induce a belief 
«f his being some uiifortunate, driven by 
calamity to seek a refuge within the decay- 
ing walls where he had met him^ instead of 
a person lurking within Ihetn for evil pur- 
poses; for^alas! though not far advanced 

* ■ 

in his ^ilgrimage^ he but too well knew 

- . ■ '* • ■ ■ .* . 

to what numerous trials man is born. 

A shade of care upon, his brow well jus- 
tified this idea— of care, that, more than 
age, seemed to have changed the hue of 
his raven locks, and given to* his visage a 
paUid cast. 

The fixed earnestness with which Ed- 
mund, from time to time, contemplated 
him, was not unmarked. With a signifi- 
cant smilej as, in his turn, he fastened his 
dark eyes, keenly penetrating in their ex-" 
pres^on^ on hitt^ — ^' I can well surmise to 
^liatyour earnest inspection of my fea- 
tures 
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fures is owing,'* he said; ''but not sa 
readily can you guess, I am aware, the mo- 
tive that leads to the equally earnest exa- 
mination of yours. In every look, in every 
gesture, I trace a resemblance to a* noble 
friend I once had the happiness of possess- 
ing in your country—a likeness that grows 
upon me the morp I g^zf upon yqu, and 
almost incline^ me to think you some con* 
ne^^ion of his." 

" That were easily ascertained^ by the 
knowledge of his name^"" returned Ed* 
mund. 

With\a profound ugfi-;-^' Lestwilbiel 
va« his name/' he ripi^M ; " for, alas f 
long since has he {^ys.i^.l^is ^^bt of nature/r 

Bdtnund <;^as{^ed hijE; {lands together— 
VMy fatl^er!" he , exclaimed, in a yoke 
that seemed to jssue from his heart. 
. The stranger started from his seat, and 
. eagerly grasped his ai;m— .'VOh Heavens 1 
is it possible I" he cried. '' Yet why this 
surprise at the discovery, ^wareas I was of 
his having kft a son — a son whom in vain I 

I* 3 inquired 
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inquired concerning, after the fatal battle 
that, in the vicinity of Barnet, laid pros- 
trate the hopes of the house of Lancaster ? 
But tell me all; say, did the cause he es- 
poused prove of injury to thee? or dots 
thy noble mother stiU live - to moufn the 
early dissolvement of their happy unioti?'' 

A tear was the reply; for without the 

__< ■• 

most affecting emotions Edmund couTd not 
hear mentioned the parents of whoih' hd 
liad been so cfarly deprived ; bat struggling 
against those he how' experienced*, h^ 
quickly again unshaded his brow, "wfiicli 
he had involuntarily covered, and fookiiig 
lip—" Heaveri ws*i^klnd/' he said,'^V*ith a 
d^ep dgh, '"^in '^tiiikty 'suttfttidliihg 'lf«r 
after her lord,^bd thus saVinglier ffoiU'the 
angtiishshe must have felt at witnessing^her 
son in a state of lifl^ering dependence." 

The strang^t started—'^ What !" de- 
manded he, ** has 'the resentment of the 
king pif^oved so implacable? or have you 
wanted a friend to' plead your cause ?'* 

** No, I hiave liot wanted a steady and 
, * ardent 
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tirdent friend ; even now I have reason to^ 
fbip.k there is one making intercession for 
me ; but so great is the wrath of the king 
against all of my unhappy house, that much 
I fear its proving unavailing," 

Again the stranger betrayed strong emo- 
fion-r-^" It may be so/' he said ; *' but 
^Should the apprehension be verified, da 
X^ot, therefore, despair of the restoration 
of your iinca! honours/for rf then? be faith 
in iflan, Edward; to my suit, will grant what, 
to oAers he inay perhaps refuse. You 
lo^k' astonished, and no wonder, to hear 
mtf;^ th.e subject of another kingdom, and 
a person apparently; driveu . to conceal- 
inent, pretend to influence with a power* 
fill nronarctx*;! but when 1 explain inyj^etf 
more fully, you will, notwithstanding, 1 
dare sayj give credit to my assertion. Ere^ 
however, I -attempt entering on this ex-* 
planation, I should be glad to hear what-* 
ever particulars relate to you/* 

His wish for^ this was speedily gratified ; 
reseating themselves, the equally agitated 

L 4 and 
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and surprised Edmund briefly detailed al^ 
that had occurred since the death of his. 
father, concluding his simple narrative by 
aa acknowledgment of the impatience he 
felt for the explanation he was promised. 

" You shall have it," returned his new 
.friend ; ^* but ere I commence it, would 
If, not be advisable your endeavouring to. 
r;ecruit your spirits by a little repose ?" . 

''|Oh impossible, impossible to think 
^of it,'' answered Edmund, '' ip such a stat^, 
,of agitation as the present ; if, therefor^^ 
'tis not encroaching on yo^r rMt, my t)e- 
quiring any need not occasion its ibeiiig 
delayed/' 

'' Then it^s^ll not; let, Issues futni^ 
w with anojtber flas]c of ^fim^i^i^,, ^i^ ijt 
9hall be ^iveii." v 

fTacques 4id a^ jrequir^ed, ^n^ tb\i$ ^ 
prcpise^ wr^^vp «>inm«ic 









TmCOTHtqK J^OWJBH, 2S^ 



55!53S!53552535i55 



CHAP. IX. 

*Tis thus/that Heaven its empire does maintaia; 
It may afHict, but man may not complain. 

Otwat. 

*' Within .these decaying walls^ where I 
now doubtless appear ina suspicious lighr^ 
I first became sensible of existence. Hq 
to whom I was taught to consider I owed 
the duty oFaison, the count Montbrtson^ 
Was a man of austere temper and retired 
habits^ but more^ perhaps^ owing to a 
rankling sense of injustice than. to any in- 
.herent gloom f foi' unmerited WTongs are 
but too apt to affect the temper^ and lead 
us to revenge upon the innocent the of- 
fences of the guilty. 
^' The couiit was the ofl^ring of a first 

L 5. * marriage ; 
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marriage ; his father^ some time after his 
becoming a widower, conceived a passion* 
for a young^bdy of illustriotis rank in his 
neighbourhood, but whose frienxis posi- 
tively refused allowing her to accede to his 
addresses, except he. consented to entail 
his estates upon any issue he might have 
by her ; with a clause of reversion iri fa- 
vour of his first-born^ or his descendants, 
should those that might be born of his se- 
cond marriage fail. 

'* Madly enamocred, he suffered himself 
to be persuaded to subscrit^ to these un- 
just conditions, rather than rdintfuish the 
object of his admiration— an act which ope- 
,rated so strongly on the mind of his injiited 
son, as to occasion him, soon after he had 
formed an union him«elf, to break ofiT all 
further intercourse with his family, and re- 
tire to this solitary castle, which, in right 
of his mother, together with a small estate 
attached to it, he possessed. 

V My mother, in point of disposition^ 
was his exact opposite ; mild, gentle, and 

forgiving. 
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forgiving, she nehher knew how io pro- 
voke enmity or retain resentment. 

'* With a character so diametrically the 
reverse, nothing, probably, could have in- 
diiced her to' form an union but -the copi- 
pulsive authority of an arbitrary parent. 
No murmur or complaint, however, es- 
caped her lips; but the uniform expres- 
sion of her saintlike countenance spoke 
more forcibly than volumes could hav^ 
done, the state of her heart. 

'^ A sister, some years^ younger, shared 

' with me her love. Unfortunate Adelaide ! 

hapless victim of mistaken revenge ! — alas ! 

how daily is it proved that one error al- 

' most ever leads to another — that one crime 

committed, and a thousand gigantic ones 

■ 

stalk in its train ! . 

" But a truce to every thing not imme- 
diately relevant; so great mqst be your im- 
^'patience^ I am aware, for the explanation 
I have promised, that, for the better un- 
derstanding if, were not the particulars I 

l6 " am 
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am now giving nece^saryj you sh9pld not 
be fatigued with them. 
' '^ This loviely sisffer, Ss she gi^ew up, 
conceived an attachment for the son' ,pf a 
neighbouring ge^ntleman— ran .attachment 
most sincerely returqed^ but which, after 
having long given it his sanction, the coupt. 
Iter father, always irritable, and ever ajxt^ 
to be offended, suddenly took it in bis 
head to prohibit, from some imaginarjr 
cause of offence. 

*' In vain were remonstrances had re- 
course to by the friends of each ^party ; be 
remained inexorable; and finding my mo- 
ther continued to cpuntenanqe it, forcibly 
removed. my sister to a convent with which 
she was unacquainted. 

" During this period of tyranny, I was 
on my travels : amongst other places I vi- 
sited was Venice; here I had not been 
long, ..when my heart became cpptive to 
the charms of donna Claudia, the beauti- 
ful daughter of a noble Venetiajij Mmpd 

Pisanj, 
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Bisanij and^ivho^ under the cpnduct Of her 
aunt^ the illustrious sister of the ^nator 
Pisani^ .was allowed to partake of the gaie- 
ties. of the place. 

^' 3ut here it Is necessary to inform you 
that the father of count Moiitbrison was by 
this time deceased ; and tH)at by his second 
marriage he had left a ;soni created count 
d*£eaujaIois^ who^ in process of time, also 
married, and was left a widower^ with one 
daughter, the apparent,heires3 of the un- 
justly alienated inheritance of the elder 
branch of the family* . Her mother being 
J8L Venetian lady, .occasioned her being fre- 
.quently at Venice. pPhe many opportu- 
,X)ities which, in consequence^ she and 
donna Claudia had of being often in cpm- 
pany with each .other, qaused a friendships 
by degrees, to grow between them^ which 
the avowed pa^io^ of the young Pisani, 
donna ^Claudia's brother, for her, dj[4 not 
tend to lessen. % 

^f But ^e £a^vourab}e i^ntiments which 

|iis sister vr^ftllpw^d to quUiv^te (ox the 

lovely 
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lovely Laura were in him discomragecK 
His father entertained other views for him ; 
and the count d'Beaujalois, oflfended that 
any one should pretend to object to Risraf- 
liance^ commanded his daughter, on pain 
oF his lasting displeasure, to think no more 
of him ; protesting, that though his father 
should retract the refusal he had previously 
given to his wishes^ he should never now 
obtain her hand. 

'^ These were particulars/ however, of 
which I knew nothing, till after L had been 
some time at Venice. 

" Unbroken then in spirit, flushed with 
youth, and all its flattering hopes, I en- 
tered freely into all the* pleasures of the 
place, especially during the joyous season 
of the carnival, deriving no little amuse- 
ment, nor inconsiderable share of applause^ 
from the numerous disguises ! successfully 
adopted. • ' 

'* Soon after this season of general mer- 
riment, donna Claudia one day, who, ia 
all the sensibility- peculiar to her sex> 

. united 
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united a lively wit, and the magical sweet- 
ness that diistinguishes the manners of her 
native place, said, laughingly, she shouM 
like to see me assume yet another chrarac^ 
ter than I had appeared in at the camivaf, 
namely, that of a knight-errant — ' And for 
which^' added she, 'I could give you a 
better motive than mere amusement/ 

* What,"* in the satne strain I demanded, 
' except that of rendering her a service?' 

' Or of conferring an obligation on her 
-not to be cancelled,' she replied, ' by ren- 
dering it to another.*^ 
' *' Then suddenly assuming a cast of se- 
riousness, she pi^oceeded to acquarnt me 
of the attachment between her brother and 
the lady Laura, and the consequences to 
which it Tiiad led. Her father, as a means' 
of trying to break it, i h^ forced the un- 
happy youth to accompany him to a rela- 
tive's in Rome, where he kept him almoi^t 
as a state prisoner; and the count d'Beau- 
jalois, from the same motive, hurried hi^ 
daughter away to a gloomy castle be had 

la 
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in the bosom of the Apennines, ivbere^she 
underwent the same restraint. — ' But this 
is not all,' continued the lovely Claudi^ ; 
'by a letter she contrived to have conveyed 
to me, I find, if not speedily liberated^ 
she is in danger of being forced into the 
arms of a man whom, exclusive of her 

attachment to another, she cannot think 

. • ....... 

of without horror. To save her from a 
fate so dreaded, she implores me, by my 
friendship for her, and the regard J feel 
for the happiness of my brother, tp ende^ 
vour to aid her in escaping from her corir 
iinement.; but, alas! T fear I shall be un- 
able to do this, except I have succeeded 
in interesting you in her behalf, to endea- 
vour to do which was the sudden sugges- 
tion of despair. Well am I ^ware of thei 
enmity existing between your respective fa- 
thers; but! entertain too noble an opinion 
of your generosity, to believe you capable 
of confounding the innocent with the 
guilty,/or suffering any personal motive to 
prevent 4in exertipn of humanity.' 

V '' Delighted 



" Dcjlighted at her faVQurable sentiments, 
and the opportunity &lie thus afforded of 
strengthening my interest with her, by re- 
commending my^ielf to the friendship of 
her brother, who, I knew, possessed con- 
siderable influence over her, I threw myself 
at her feet, and in an ecstacy declared 
'there. was nothing she could commands 
nothing she could wishj I was not ready 
to perform/ , . , 

. 5/ The cmegrgency x)f the c^e requiring 
promptitude, 90 tim^e was Iqst in. arranging 
the method :0f proceeding. As a pilgrim 
from the shrine of ^oretto, it was settled 
that r sl\pu]d endeavour to gain admission 
to thepi^sideii^e.qf .my^fair cousin, ivhiirh 

• 

l)aying 9^qe dq^^ no doubt was enterr 
tfine^ of j^j ^^^ng able to .qbtaiiji the lie* 
qesgany xon^repqe. 

^' Every thing being arr^nged^ I set put; 
on the sidye\iture; and ^fter U^y;ersing a 
4^onsiderab]e pqrtion pf the Apennines^ 
those woody regions in which the i^iagi- 
nation i5 so.cqntinurfly ej^aUedby the ro 

mantic 
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mantle grandeur that meets the vievr, and 
the si^ht of those mountains from \^hencc 
h\\rA so many of the classic streams of Italy, 
at length reached the gloomy castle of the 
count d'Beaujalois, scarcely, at a distance, 
to be distinguished from the rocky height 
on which it was founded,, so discoloared 
by time were its rifted battlements, and 
overrun with wild weeds and brambles. 

" The character I had assumed,' aa fore- 
seen, prevented any great- difficulty in ob- 
taining access'to it; nor, froni ttie'fi-feedomi 
she was allowed within itswalfe; did 1 find? 
a much greater one in procuring the requU 
site conference with the lady llaura. 

" If pt^eviously 'nty'vieW^in '^bMrtg to 
$er\e her ivas. to rdfcom'mend myself still 
more to the rfegW of others, and thus* for- 
ward my own interests,- 'hdsoohet' did I 
behold her than I felt, far her own sake 
alone, there was ho danger I would not 
willingly incur, 60 truly interesting did she 
appear. 

' y Having allowed her to believe I was 

what 
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xvhat I pretended, till I conceived we were 
out of immediate danger of observation, I 
sudtlenly produced the letter with which I 
vasr- entrusted by her friend, mentioning 
who I was, and the part I had undertaken ; 
and entreating, as - soon as possible after 

« * * ■ 

the consideration of its eontents, an inter- 
view, quitted the famparfs, whither I had 
followed her. 

" For this interview I was not long al* 
lowed to remain anxious. Suddenly re- 
appearing before me in the court, where 
\ continlied loitering, she beckoned me 
to foUow to a distant part of the pile 
But I will not needlessly exhaust your pa- 
ti^ncie, by dwelling on the vigilance wi 
were obliged \o practise Xo prevent detefci 
tion, or the diffidulty found in accom« 
pli^hing the escape so necessary to Slavic 
her from misery. 

*^ At length, despite of the numerbu* 
obstacles'to this, I Had the happiness 'of 
effecting it. Incessantly on the watch, I 
at last discovered one of the further out- 

^ posts 
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posts unguarded one evening; and losing 
no time in apprizing her of the circunif 
stance^ she immediately availed herself of 
it. 

*' Where to bend her steps jvas pre- 
' viously settled : urged by me^ she resoJvcjd^ 
for the present^ on seekiQg^refuge at th^ 
chateau of the count Montbrison^ $19 a 
place of all others in which her ixxqejpj^d 
father yvouki never think of seeking- for her. 

*' Though aware of his deep rej^ntment 
for the injury done him, by the ^UcnatioQ 
of his rightful inheritancci yet giving him 
credit for greater integrity aqd generosity 
pf nature than, alas ! it was fatally proved, 
by sub^equent^eyehts, hp possessed, I had 
{\o appr^hensiQn that this feeling would 
ever betray the count into any base or un- 
xnanlike conduct, and consequently that 
there was no danger of my fair cousin, as 
I styled her, not meeting, beneat|i his 
roof, with the protection and tenderness 
ahe required. But fearful, notwithstandr 
ing, of his being displeased at the part I 

had 
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had acted, or rather mistrustful of being 
allowed to immediately return to the so- 
ciety of my lovely Claudia, should I discover 
ihysdC I therefore^ determined not to 
do so, and accordfngly, in the disguise 
which had enabled me to aid li^r in escaping, 
appeared before him with the fair fugitive. 

" Having introduced herself, she briefly 
told her story, and explained the motive 
that had led her to him. 

'^ Leaning, at a little distance, against 
a pillar of the hall in which they were con- 
versing, I anxiously watched his counte- 
nance whilst listening to her, and suddenly 
beheld it flushed with an expression of joy. 

*' Imputing this to the happy conscious- 
ness of possessing the power of shewing 
her the kindness she xequired, I. felt inex- 
pressible delight at the circumstance; but 
notwithstanding, still resolved on keeping 
myself concealed, lest, otherwise, my im- 
mediate^eparture might be prevented. 

*' From attentively regarding her, his 
penetrating eyes were suddenly turned 

u^on 
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upon me; but penetrating as they were,, 
they failed of piercing through the dis- 
guise I wore ; shadowed by my pilgrim's 
hood^ and the large flap of my hat, my 
features were completely obscured from 
his view. 

'' As instructed by me, his lovely niece 
represented me as anxious to regain the 
way from which I had deviated, for the 
purpose of serving her. Accordingly no 
surprise was expressed at the intimation 
given, of my intending to depart at an 
early hour the ensuing morning. 

'^ On retiring to the little chamber al- 
lotted to me, I could not help feeling a 
strange sensation at the idea of my being 
as an absolute stranger beneath the domes- 
tic roof; but the reflections excited by the 
singularity of my situation were soon sus- 
pended, through the influence of fatigue. 
Overpowered by it, I quickly threw my- , 
self, dressed as I was, on the bed, in order 
to be ready, at the first glance of day, to 
depart, lest a delay in doing so might oc- 
casion- 
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casion the discovery I feared, and soon 
sunk into a profound repose. 

*' From this I was suddenly roused, by ^ 
light flashing on my eyes. Starting up, I 
beheld the count Montbrison, with a taper 
in his hand, stapding beside the bed. 

'* My first idea was, that he had disco- 
vered me; but of being mistaken in this, I 
was presently convinced by his manner. 
, ^^ I am sorry, pilgrim,' he said, * to dis-. 
turb your slumbers; but after a little fur* 
ther consultation between the lady Laura 
and me, we have deemed her removal 
hence advisable, lest, from the little caution, 
that was used on her arrival, some one of 
the domestics should belray her. Accord- 
ingly, in the course of to-morrow, she pro- 
poses departing, under my protection, for 
Vienna ; and that the friend she has sud- 
denly recollected there may be properly 
prepared for Ijtr reception, wishes you to 
set out directly, and take charge of this 
casket,' presenting one ta me, ' for her.* 

'^ With a kind of stupid stare I received 

■ it' 
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it from him, so mnch was I surptised by 
what I heard.. Not knowing why I should 
discredit it, however, so plausibly was it 
accounted for, I signified my readiness to 
do as wished ; and in the same disguised 
tone proceeded to ask the necessary in- 
structions. 

*' Being received, no further delay oc- . 
curred; the count himself, with the cau- 
tious step of alarm, saw me t6 a private 
portal, which was eagerly closed against 
nje the moment I passed over the threshold. 
*' There was something of hurry, of tre- 
pidation, in all he did, that excited aft in- 
voluntary alarm — a kind of vague suspicion 
anddistrtist. Yielding, fora moment, toapre- 
sageful feeling, I paused-r-I lingered, on 
• passingthrbughthe portal. The aspect of the 
})ile, methbught, was black and ominous; Sifid 
with difficulty could I prevent myself from 
again demanding admission to it, and in- 
sisting on an interview with the fair fugi- 
tive. Ah, in bitterness of soul, how often 
have I bewailed my resistance to the im- 
pulse 
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pulse that urg€d .nfe to the nveasare ! but 
<Ke strattge apjpearaiice I imagined it wouid 
ime» still more the detection I conceived 
it libefy. ta lead ta, withheld? me* from it, 
; ** Slowly I proceeded, almost fshcjirrg^ 
«t titees^'I hedtjrd mysterious^ wh^erin]g;s 
{n the air>. wheh just as I entered a glooihy 
dingie- near the Castle> I wa» surprised by 
hearing the hasty tread of many Feet fol- 
lo^i»g close upon mine, and presently after 
at beholding, several aiteed men, whose 
voices quickly discovered to me their be^* 
longing to the cotnit« 

** They called to me tb stop; but their com* 
tn^ndi^g me to da 86 was uniiecesaafy; so 
motionless had the sistf prtsis- qccasioned by 
their unexpected appearance rendered me. 
But how: was this surprise heightened^ on 
finding myself rudely seia^ed, aaid accts^d 
. of beingj a mardei^er ! ' Led by tWs accusal 
itiontc^beKeVI^ something drtodful had hap- 
pened at the Castle^ I would instintly haw 
discovered myseIG for the purpOStf of asr- 
certaining, but was prevented 1^ the vio- 

VOL. U U IWNtt^ 
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Icncc they had recourse to. Tying'a bandage 
over my moutb> they dragged me along/nor 
in the least relaxed their hold till their 
entrance to the halU where the count im- 
patiently awaited their returnl ' IMy hands 
being then freed, I speedily irefetored^ny-p 
self to the power of respiring freely, and 
was on the point of throwing up the hood^ 
which still hung over my face, when thei 
count, in a terrible voice; repeating the 
accusation ' they had uttered, prevented 
me. 

* Caitiff!* he exclaimed, 'your medi-- 
iated flight is stopt 1 the innocent blood 
you have, shed has not cried unregarded for 
vengeance! Oh, that beneath my roof 
you should have thought of commiting so 
dire a deed ! But as y^t,' looking round 
at his vassals, ^ you are unacquainted with 
the particulars of what I accuse him. My, 
dread of his ^escaping, should - pursuit be 
delayed, prevented me sooner giving them. 
JKnow then, that in repairing to my apart- 
ment, I was startled by deep groans from 

the 
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the chamber where the lovely lady lay who 
arrived here last night. Instinctively I en- 
tered it, and found her weltering in her 
blood, but with life yet lingering on her 
lips. Though aghast with horror, I yet 
involuntarily demanded to whose cruel 
hands was owing what I saw ? and in ac^ 
teen ts scarce articulate, from approaching 
death, she just had power. tOv say, the vil- 
lain's who attended her hither, ere she ex,- 
pired« That he was instigs^ted to the per- 
petration of the atrocious dee4 by some 
other motive than that of merely wishing 
to deprive her of life, L cannot avoid 
thinking. Search him> .th^r^fore, that t 
may know whether or apt I am^ right in 
the surmise/ .... 

'^ Perceiving them s^pproach: to obey his 
1)rders, I took the casket from my »bosom^ 
which he had so insidiously entrusted to 
my care, and dropt it at my fee^. 

' Ha !' he cried, with an air of exulting 
triutnph> ' you see I was right.* 

^* I drew close to, him as be spoke; and 

M 2 laying^. 
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laying one hand impressively on Ms tkrmi 
with the other uncovered n\y features^ ahd 
faistened my eyes full upon hirrt. 

" Oh, even now mcthinks I seehh staYt 
of horror-i-even still seem to hear the souU 
harrowing iDite* in whrdt he pronounced 
my name as be sunk upon the pavement. 

'* In nniitter^le astornishmerit it was re^ 
peated by tlie domestics ; and iiv- thei^ 
eagerness to ascertain whether I was indeed 
their yohrig lord, he Mf some minutes 
neglected,^ ^ 

'' Reclonrerlng perception, oh, how ago- 
nizing were his cries! — haw frantic his 
despairf'^'M frenzied anguish he tore his 
grey lcfckfe,*aiid called upon death to end 
his misery, forgetful, at the monrent, blood- 
'Stained' a«r he was, how little he wa» pfe- 
•pared t6 meet it. 

' "Far, however, from leading to a sus- 
picion orf the dreadful truth, these frantic 
dgonies h^ akme the effect of heightening 
the commiaeration of his {leople for him, 
bj beiifg Itn^ted ta Ms horror at finding 

. , me 
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me to bje the assassin of his- niece; T^o of 
them, over, officicnis, ere I wa& discoverecj^ 
had set out to the next tpwn, for tb€ pur- 
pose of procuring the necessary officers gf 
justice to take me in charge, information 
,that agaiti had the eJQfept of tbrx)wing thre 
xvreiched Montbrison ioto a state of insen- 
sibility. 

"From this, however, he was speedily 

.recalled ; but not through ihe exertions pf 

his attendants, but the wild shrieks of the 

rcounteasj calling upon her lo&t chitd^her 

murdered Adelaide. ^ 

" Instinctively every Qi»e rrushed tp t^e 
,«c^mber whence the shrielu proceeded, 
ai>d which was the same that h^d been ap- 
; jiropriated to ihe use .of the iady JUura« 

'^ But conceive what was., felt by all, 

.when, in place of hers»^ Ibey beheld the 

..4is%ured corpse of any sister Adelaide 

upon the bed, her mother, with dishevelled 

'h^ir, hanging over her,^ 'and she wh^o w^s 

(Supposed tohave been murdered leaning, 

M 3 uninjuredj 
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uninjured, against a pillar, in silent horrop 
at the contemplation- of the scene. 

* " The count was the first who had power 
to articulate^ — ' Explain^ explain/ he cried, 
his ^yes wildly rolling, his grey hair half 
bristled up, half lying dank, oh his Eallea 
temples, through the cold dew of anguish, 
* the cause of all this !' 

" Lady Laura stepped forward, an4 
beckoning him to follow to anotheir apart* 
snent, undertook what he desir^. 

^ She was kneeling^ she said^ before n 
picture of our blessed lady, which she had 
discovered in the chamber, when suddenly 
her devotions were interrupted by a low 
' rustling sound within an adjoining closet^ 
and presently after a gliding figure entered . 
the room—* Hut so fair, so lovely,' she 
added, ' that though awed I was not alaroi- 
ed. For a moment it seemed, on disco- 
Tcring me, irresolute whether to advance 
or retreat, then drawing nearer — ^" Lady," 
it said, in a gentle voice, *^ this apparent 

' intrtision 
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intrusion I am sure you'll forgive, whenr 
you learn who I am/' 

' Rising from my kneeling^ posture, I 
bowed^ in confirmation o^ this assurance ;, 
and losing the kind of superstitious awe- 
that had crept over me^at her first appear-? 
ance, motioned the lovely stranger to takes 
a seat upon the couch^ whilst she entered; 
Upon the explanation implied by her words«. 

' Tbis^' continued lady Laura> * was- 
JDriefly given ; she iiiformed me of beih;f 
the daughter of the count Mcwitbrison — of 
the mot We that led him to sepirite i: r 
from her beloved mother — of her having, 
as, alas ! she then thought it, had the good 
fortune to effect her escape from the con-* 
vent in which he had. placed her — and of 
her gaining tecess to her former chamber^ 
the one Tfound I was in, by means of a 
.fiecret passage, under the hope of obtain** 
ing an opportunity of conversing \yith her 
mother, ^nd consulting whither she should 
retire, tq be freed from, further persecu- 
tion^ relative to her attachment;, conclude 

M 4 fog 
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ing her recital by expressing • her hop^ 
that I would not betray her. 

' I soon succeeded in calming all (ears^ 
on that head; and fiaving informed her 
ivhoil was, and to what was owing my be* 
ing put in possession of bet cA^amber,' uii-^ 
dertook endeavouring to bring the coun^ 
tess to hen She instructed niabow ta fm^ 
her chamber; but ere I left h^r, perceirit]^ 
her nearly overpowered by {atigue and 
sigitation> I prevailed on her to lie down^ 
in order to rest herself. 

' The remoteness of tfa€ QOitnte^^s apart-^ 
ment from hers rendered itailifficiilt maU 
ter for me to find it, although 1 had a light 
with me. At length, however, I discb^ 
vered it; and having, as cautiously as posw 
sible, revealed the information I had to' 
give, we were about quitting it,, when a 
confused noise below stairs i;Kluced the 
countess to draw bapk, and deci4e on npt 
venturing from it, lest of being «urpriaed« 
till satisfied the family had retired tove^ 
pose. • 

*Most> 
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* Most anxiously she xvaFtciie4 ^^ spme 
notification of tiiis ; her patience at.lenfgth 
completely exhausted^ she yesolv^cl .on .'oo^ -■ 
longer delaying-— ' My child sleeps/ she 
cried^ in a low voice, on entering the 
chamber, irt consequence of hearing no^ 
moveiffent within fI ; lay^ down' the light, 
she softly approach<^d the bed, . Mid put- 
her head within the cuptains ; but oh, bless- 
ed saints!' pvoc^eded the shuddering Lau* 
ra, ' how was I a)ahned-«*how chilleU with 
horror, by the wild^briek sb^ uttered at ^ 
instant, aivd <fbe terriblr sight ' whieh het 
drawing back the corti^ufs ;the next mo^- 
nvent, with frantic baste, revealed to me ! 

^ Doubtless, while expecting us, my un- 
happy cousin was surprised by sleep, amd 
thus rendered an unresisting victina to her 
jirud murderer. WhoeVtor he be, surely 
the severest vengeance ^f Heaven must 
overtake him, for his kihii^m^n destruotion 
o^f so fair, $o innocent a being/ 

^' Instinctively I had followed the count, 
and at this obsetvatioh saw a savage furf 

^ H 5 kindle 
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kindle in his eyes^ that made me invblun-* 
larily throw myself betweei^ him and the 
unsuspicious Laura: for an instant he coa* 
tinued to regard her with a terrible expres* 
sjon of countenance^ then suddei^ly seizing 
my arm^ he drew me to another apart- 
ment ; bere^. sinking :^t my feet> he bathed 
them with torrents of tears. 

* Pity my grey hairs^' he cried ; * pity 
me for the wrongs which led to- the perpe-^ 
tration of the crime I have committed* 
Had a father not proved unjui^^ I should 
not now be criminal. Ranjkling with » 
sense of unmerited; injury>^ I could not 
think there was an opportunity of recover- 
ing the inheritance I had a right to> wirfi- 
but determining to avail jnyself of it; hut 
for wishing to make anothep appear guilty 
of the crime I meditated, I confess myself 
properly punished -by what has happened. 
StilU however, am I at a loss to account 
for this; how you came t6 be. the guide of 
lady Laura hither,i and why In disguise^ 
^are circumstances that appear to me inex- 
plicable* - 
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plicable. This is no time^ however, for 
explanation ; *we stand upon the bidnk of 
ruin and ignominy^ and nothing can iJave 
us from being precipitated into the abyss 
but your immediate flight. In a few mi- 
nutes the officers of justice will be here, 
and I must either resign you or myself into 
their hands. Oh, in mercy, save me from 
being reduced to so dreadful an altema* 
. live ! if not in compassion to me, at least 
to your unfortunate mother r The dis^* 
traction of her senses prevented her re* 
4rognising you ; should you fly, therefore^ 
she may be misled as to the real cause of the 
fatal catastrophe-^should you remain, it will 
be impossible; and thus will her sufferings 
be wrought to madness, by her being cont* 
pelled to ascribe the murder of her daugh- 
ter either to the bainl of her husband or 
her son.' . • , 

^ Merciful powers, what a proposition t 
and what-were not the feelings, of resent- 
faient, of indignation, it excited F To give 
up all !<^incur the imputation* of mur^ 

' K 6 der!-— 
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der ! — relinquish the advanlages attend^ 
anl on unblemished .ceputalion t But ah, 
at what a price was I to ri^tain my right to 
these ^ By the ignooiHuo^s death of aiK 
aged parent ! — by the wild anguifh of a 
beloved mother^ to isee brougltf (to the 
scaffold the father erf her child^ ffir fthe aar 
sassination^of that child ! 

''^My resolution faltei\ed beneath j^pcii 
terrible reflections ; and rather th^got entaiil 
upon myself Ihe horror they Q^a^KMned^ f 
consented to become a waaderfr-rau 9Mt- 
cast — an exile from my native x^omitry-r-fi 
proscribed beings whom every one muat 
abhor — every oxie must shun. 

'^ The count would have thanked me fot 
my yielding to his supplications; but alike 
I shrunk from his acknowledgments aod 
embrace^ for the name alone he ibore was 
all that I now loved or honoured. 

" The agonizing moment of flight was 
rendered still more painful, by the ob- 
truding idea of my lost Claudia, for lost I 
«iow knew she was for ever to me. 

Tor 



^ For an ihsfam I meditated seeking her 
agaiB, for the purpose of reposing in her 
gently bosom "^^ torturing secrets of mfne, 
and thus ensuring to myself the melancholy 
consolation of thinking I should be re* 
inembered with tender esteem by her. 

' '' But when for this, I reflected, I must 
expose to detestation him I called father^ 
perhaps to danger, I checked the impulse 
that urged me to her feet, and resolved to 
1>ear, without a further struggle, my fate. 

^' That this was a severe one, I' believe 
you Will allow : as if to be compelled to 
i^eUnquish for ever the fond idea of pos^ 
sessing her I lovo4 was not sufficient, I had 
the additional anguish of thinking I should 
foe considered an object of detestation by 
her ; for so strong were appearances against 
me, I bad not a doubt of being considered 
^y her friend asher intended assassin. 

** In the despair excited by the idea, 
snore than once' was I on the point of re<* 
tracing my steps, for the purpose oPvini^ 
4icating myself from the dreadful imputa- 
tion; 



* 
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tion ; but was still checked by the reflec- 
tion of the additional jnisery that would be 
occasioned to my mother^ byjthe explans^ 
tion that muat then ensue. 

" Yielding to this reflection^ I conti- 
nued to wander still farther.from my native 
home^ till at length I , found myself at Ca- 
lais. The sight of the sea induced me to 
form the resolution of immediately cross- 
ing over to the opposite kingdom/ where 
I conceived I should be freed from the ne- 
cessity of practising the unpleasant pre- 
cautions I was compelled to use in this; 

'' But notwithstanding these, my steps 
were marked. An unprincipled wretch, 
belonging to the count Montbrison, had 
contrived to overhear what passed betweeit 
his lord and me, after the explanation of 
lady Laura, and with a hope of being abl# 
to take advantage of the dii^adful predica- 
ment in which I was placed, to d^pojl tne 
of whatever I retained^ followed- me, in 
xiisguise, from the Castle. 

*' But till after my arrival in Englanc^ 

an 
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dh opportunity for the accomplishment of 
his base intent did not occur. No longer 
then on my guards I thought not^ as usual^ 
of barricading myself in at night ; accord* 
ingly, putting up at the inn to which I 
repaired on landings he found it an easy 
matter to enter my chamber while I slept, 
and had just succeeded in rifling my 
pockets, when, owing to the noise he made 
in doing so, I woke, and at the same 
instant recognised Him, and arrested his 
flight. 

" Finding himself defected, he became 
desperate, and retaining his prize, called 
aloud for assistance. The people of the 
inn came rushing into the chamber at his 
call ; and to them he accused me not 
merely of the crime he himself had just 
committed, but also of an atrocious mifr- 
der in my own country, for which I was 
pbliged to fly it — ' And which, if he can 
look me steadily in the face,' he added, 
^ and deny, I wijil suffer myself to be treats 
ed as the guilty person.* ^ . 

''There 
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•^ There is a de^ec of temerity, in thd. 
contemplation of which indignation is lost 
in surprise ; such was the case in this in- 
stance; in astonishment at his hardiness^ 
my hands relaxed their hold, and I fell back 
. a few paces, in order t6 have a better op-* 
portunity of gazing at him. 

^^ The vulgar are seldom subtle in their 
discernment ; by the iilmates of the bouse^ 
the sudden calmness of my manner was 
construed into the confusion of conscious 
guilt, and in consequence, without redcesa 
Qr-restitiition, I was instantly compelled to 
leave it, -^ . 

*' Proudly scornful, I slowly proceeded^ 
till I came to the foot of a tremendous 

MB 

cliflf^ when throwing myself on* the ground^ 
I began to ponder on my situation : the 
feelings excited by the review were not 
endurable ; wronged, injured, defamed, or 
every side, what but misery, abgeot miseiy, 
awaited me? confounding all with one, I 
began to conceiye a sudden hatred to my 
species; involuntarily I started on my feet 

-^my 
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^—- my thoughts gu^ wild, and ^s i bent 
over the waves, I felt myself smile, as if 
the deisign I meditated would be the means 
-of accomplishing some great revenge on 
others. 

'^ Stili it was but a vxig^^e design, when 
suddenly I &lt my arm grasped, and look- 
ing up, beheld a stranger i)f a iK>bte mien 
beside me; butiCHi the ro^esty of -lus air 
«rrOii the wiiuiing awceiincss 3^ his looks^l 
fiejed not descant, Ji^^u d tell .you it was 
youjr §BLtt^c. Business of ioiporl had called 
him to Dover, and M the ■ lib teL whit her i 
repaired, he also had token up his aUode. 

^Stranger/ he said, ^ led by your couni< 
ienance Co discredit the allegations made 
against-you; f have followed you from the 
ion:; but whether mistaken or not, be bu€ 
candid with me, and rely on my proving 
^our 'friend/ ' 

'^ Jn ttbe jivitiable, the angttisbed state of 
mind l!was in,.the slightest indignity wonld 
-ptobably have led to fatal consequences £ 
but at this gentleness^ this unexpected 

offer 
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offer of friendsfaip — the a^urance it af« 
forded of not being an utter outcast— a 
vrretch who might resign the burthen of 
existence, without' being certain of even a 
resting-place, my feelings underwent "a 
. sudden changc-^very feature became con- 
irulsed with emotion^ and a torrent of tears 
gushed from me. 

'' Recovering myself^ in the fulness oT 
my labouring- heart, I unbosomed it fa 
your noble father ; he listened to my story 
with commiseration and wonder^ so strange^ 
6o singular, did it appear. 

*' When concluded-r* From this mo* 
jxient,' said he, ' strive to forget you ever 
knew any other country than this. The 
interest excited by your misfortunes wiH 
make m^ exert myself to reconcile you to 
the adoption of it/ 

'' Generous Lestwithiel, how soothin^g 
were thy promises ! — how consolatory Was- 
Ihy converse f Ah, how feelingly didst 
Ihou endeavour to make amends foi; the 
ivrongs of: fortune !: :.;: 

> ''He 
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*/ He would have had me become an in* 
tnate at his Castle in Cornwall; but still 
restless and perturbed, I was not able im- 
mediately to bear the idea of the restraint 
which must be submitted to' in the calm of 
^lomestic life. 

" Delightful calm, how soon and fatally 

^ere you interrupted by the horrid clang 

^ of war's denouncing trumpet ! The dread-, 

ful stbrm, long gathering over England, 

vasnow beginning to burst in civil broils. 

: In such conflicts your father could not re^ 

main tranquil ; and under his banner I en* 

listed in the cause of Henry, persuaded^ 

from his espousing it, that it must be the 

just one. 

"I could not enjoy the high distinction 
hh notice conferred on roe .without ob- 
iaining that of others, in particular of the 
royal Henry and his consort, by the for- 
mer of whom, in process of time, I was 
knighted, by th^ name of sir Roland Rous- 
sillon. 

f^ I am now hastening to the adventure 
' * , that 



N, 
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that may yet prove tbe means of enabling 
mc to serve you^ should it be your des* 

tiny to need that service But, hark! 

was not that a groan ? I much (ear your 
companion is worse/' 

Both started up as he spoke^ and hasted 
to tbe adjoining room, where they found 
Hardwicke awake, but in, estate of iextremi^ 
agitation and pain. ^ 

Frightful dreams had terrified him, and 
so strengthened his previously awakened 
remoiMj as to fill him with anguish for th^ 
plot he liad entered into against Edmund. 

'' Oh, let me be assured I see you again !'* 
be cried, laying his hot, burning hand on 

his, the moment he beheld him at the bed< 

> 

side ; '' for I dreamt that you were killed 
-in the fatal forest where I am sure I have 
received my death ; and that' I was con- 
signed to everlasting despair, ip conse* 
quence of being deprived, by the catas- 
trophe, of the power of making atone- 
ment to you for my conduct." 

y To mc \" jsaid Bdmnndj bending over 

him 
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Viva with mild compassion. " Ah, my 
poor Hardwicke, rhat were a dream indeed ! 
for what atonement do you owe me ?" 

" Ah, how unsuspicious floes goodness 
render us!*' cried the sufferer, meeting, 
with tearful emotion, the beaming eyes of 
the noble youth. " But let a priest be 
■eftt for, that I may not have thfe misery 
of thinking I die unabsolved, for, if I feel 
, tiright, my last moments are not far dis- 
tairt ; but lest he should not arrive in time, 
let me not delay,'* still addressing Edmund, 
^' confessing all that relates to you." 

Sir Roland, who had some knowledge 
of physic, perceived symptoms, as he spoke, 
that induced him to attend immediately to 
his request, by directly dispatching Jacques 
\o a^ieighbouring monastery for one of 
the holy fathers; then returning Xo the 
bedside, he entreated the sufferer, in a 
soothing voice, to try and compose him- 
self, that if any thing lay heavy at hfe 
heart, hie might better be able to commti* 
nicate it. 

^'Oh, 
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'* Oh, like a ponderous weight of lead; 
lies heavy on my heart the crime I niedi* 
tated against this dear youth !"' again look-* 
ing up at Edmund ; '' but I see he thinks 
me raving; alas! too soon will he be 
obliged to believe the reverse !" 

" Whatever he may think/' said the col- 
lected sir Roland, who, from his earnest- 
ness, * began to imagine there was indeed 
something wrong to disclose, " I am sure 
he cannot object to listen to any thing you 
wish to reveal." 

" Certainly not/^ said Edmund; ^' coU 
lect yourself, therefore, my dear Hard- 
wicke, for I am ready to attend to you.*' 

Hardwicke having a little raised himself 
on his pillow, and being recruited by a 
cordial, administered by sir Roland, briefly 
related all that is already known, and in- 
finitely more than lord Sebergham thought 
he knew, for his confidence in him was 
but partial ; but Hardwicke, shrewd and 
penetrating, by listening in one place, 
watching in another^ and surmising in a 

thir4» 
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thirds had contrived to obtain a pretty 
good knowledge of his secrets^ at least of 
those that immediately related to Edmund. 
' To describe what £dmund felt, while 
listening to him, were impossible. Now 
unable to credit his statement, nothing but 
the state he saw him in restrained him 
from giving vent to the bursting indigna- 
tion he felt at his imagined falsehood — now 
forced 'to believe it, he was ready, with 
uplifted hands, to appeal to Heaven, and 
the spirit of his departed friend, against 
the monstrous baseness it disclosed. 

'' Oh, if what you have related be true,? 
he cried, with a deep-drawn sigh, on Hard-»* 
wicke s concluding, *^ how may I ever trust 
in man again I" 

''If!" repeated Hardwicke, in a tone 
of reproach; ''oh, for your own sake, 
I conjure you not to persist in doubting 
it, since to discredit it would be to lead 
you to throw yourself again into the power 
•of lord Sebergham. Ygu know bis hand 
and signet ; examine this," drawing a letter 
from his bosom, and presenting it to him, 
v.. " and 
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'^ and yoiir ilKpkced faUh in his truth lAusf/ 
I should conceive, be' Vanquish<ed/' 

Ednound etigerly took it, and- 9aw it wa». 
indeed superscribed in the hand of lord 
Si&berghanA> and sealed with his signets 
The direction was to the brother of Hard- 
wicke, the steward of his Castle on the 
Rhone, and the contents as follow :-— 

T 

*' This letter, of whfch his bro- 
ther Arnaud Hardwickei our trusty vasBdU 
will be the bearer, is to be the warrant of 

« 

Gautier Hardwickfi, for detaining' and con- 
Tining, within one of the dungeons of the 
Castle we have committed to his care, the 
person of a youth who will accompany his 
said brother, and who is commissioned by 
ns to giv€ him any instructions he may 
deem it necessary to require for his con- 
duct to him. According to the manner in 
which he executes these our commands, 
his zeal in our service will be jud'ged of, 
and rewarded by, *' Sebergham.** 

BND OP VOL. !• 
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